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This  book  had  its  beginnings  when  research  was  initiated  on  one  of  the  homes  of  a member  of  the 
Rutland  Historical  Society.  This  initial  quest  for  information  led  to  a curiosity  about  surrounding  homes 
discovered  in  the  research.  Collecting  information  on  the  first  homes  began  in  1995  and,  by  1997, 
research  was  being  conducted  weekly,  primarily  at  the  Worcester  County  Registry  of  Deeds  and  Probate. 


A copy  of  each  deed,  or,  at  times,  a will,  was  obtained  by  the  researchers.  It  soon  became  evident  that  a 
study  of  the  families  living  in  the  various  homes  was  also  required  to  complete  the  story  of  the  house. 
This  necessitated  another  three  years  to  complete  52  of  Rutland’s  early  homes.  All  that  were  included 
are  among  those  shown  on  the  1857  map  of  Rutland  residences. 


This  project  could  not  have  been  completed  without  the  assistance  and  cooperation  of  many  kind  and 
generous  friends.  We  cannot  acknowledge  each  of  them,  but  we  do  sincerely  thank  them. 
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House  Built  on  Historic  Property 

This  house  is  situated  at  the  junction  of  Charnock  Hill  and  Barrack  Hill  Roads  and 
has  been  altered  to  look  like  a Federal  home.  Originally,  it  was  a one  story  Cape. 

It  has  a gable  roof  with  side  lights  at  the  entry  and  several  additions  have  been  made 
over  the  years.  From  1778  until  1783,  the  barracks  for  holding  prisoners  of  the 
Revolutionary  War  were  located  in  this  area.  The  house  on  this  parcel  of  land  was 
used  to  house  American  officers  in  charge  of  the  prisoners. 

Capt.  Timothy  Ruggles 

It  was  first  the  home  of  Capt.  Timothy  Ruggles.  When  he  came  to  Rutland  in  1784,  he  purchased  the 
land  from  Jonas  Smith  and,  by  1786,  the  Ruggles  are  listed  as  one  of  the  37  families  in  School  District 
No.  7.  Part  of  his  home  may  have  been  a part  of  the  buildings  used  for  the  prison  camp  area. 


The  Ruggles  family,  through  a number  of  generations,  were  connected  with  the  foremost  families  (by 
marriage)  in  New  England  and  were  remarkable  for  their  great  physical  and  mental  vigor.  Capt.  Ruggles 
died  in  1810  and  his  son,  Timothy  Ruggles,  Jr.,  farmed  here  until  he  drowned,  with  three  others,  during 
a fishing  expedition  in  Cedar  Swamp  Pond  (which  is  in  the  westerly  part  of  Rutland). 


Subsequent  Owners 

In  1839,  Timothy,  Jr.’s  daughter,  Waitsill  Ruggles,  sold  59  acres  of  land  with  the  homestead  and  bams 
to  Moses  Holden.  Moses  farmed  the  property  until  his  death.  His  son,  Miles  Holden,  sold  the  property  in 
1903  since  he  then  was  living  in  the  center  of  Rutland. 


Henry  Robinson  purchased  the  farm  in  1911 
with  an  additional  30  acres  on  the  southerly 
side  of  Route  122 A and  was  a familiar  sight 
haying  and  tending  to  his  farm  until  his  death 
in  1968.  Henry  was  one  of  the  last  farmers  to 
use  horses  for  farming  in  Rutland. 


THE  ROBINSONS  OF  BARRACK  HILL  ROAD 
RUTLAND,  MASSACHUSETTS 


Area  Occupied  bv  Hessian  Prisoners 

Henry’s  sister,  Charlotte  Robinson,  continued  living  in  the  home  until  her  death  in  1973.  Her  will, 
which  is  quoted  below,  refers  to  the  large  house  with  shed  attached,  as  well  as  a barn,  tool  shed  and  work- 
shop in  the  rear,  built  in  recent  years. 
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“The  aforesaid  house  has  been  acknowledged  as  part  of  the  area  occupied  by  the  Hessian 
prisoners  of  war  captured  at  the  Battle  of  Ticonderoga,  and  who  were  maintained  and 
directed  in  a large  prison  camp  in  this  area.  Part  of  my  home  was  acknowledged  to  be  one 
of  the  homes  of  the  American  officers  in  charge  of  the  prison  camp.  There  are  also  two  wells 
on  Barrack  Hill  Road,  one  of  which  is  on  my  property.  They  show  from  their  structure  and 
location  that  they  were  part  of  the  original  barracks  where  the  prisoners  of  war  were  kept.” 

Charlotte,  according  to  her  will,  wished  patriotic,  sentimental  use  of  the  Barrack  Hill  area  be  observed 
by  its  owners.  There  has  been  a plaque  on  a stone  in  the  front  of  the  property  indicating  its  historical 
significance. 

The  present  owners  purchased  the  property  with  three  + acres  in  1994- 
Owners:  Robin  Peters  and  Robert  Walz,  Jr. 
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Dwelling  House  of  David  Henry 

This  Federal  style  home  has  a gable  roof,  two  chimneys,  is  clapboarded  and  has  an  open  front  porch  with 
columns.  A barn  is  attached. 


Lieut.  David  Henry  bought  the  land  laid  out  to  Benjamin  Willard  and  Alexander  Bothwell  in  1757  and 
1760.  The  deed  indicated  the  land  was  “by  the  quarries”  (an  excavation  for  obtaining  building  stone) 
in  the  area  now  called  Barrack  Hill.  John  Murray  sold  an  additional  small  parcel  to  David  Henry  in  1769 
and  the  deed  makes  reference  to  “where  the  new  dwelling  house  and  barn  of  David  Henry  now  stands.” 

At  the  time  when  the  nearby  Continental  Barracks  were  being  built  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  the 
property  was  purchased  by  William  Henry,  the  son  of  Andrew  Henry  and  Susanna  Phelps  Henry.  In  1778, 
Adam  Henry  petitioned  the  House  of  Representatives  and  was  granted  a license  to  keep  a public  tavern 
near  the  Public  Barracks.  The  Barracks  referred  to  are  the  Continental  Barracks,  used  for  prisoners  during 
the  Revolutionary  War. 


Henry’s  Tavern 

The  main  building  for  many  years  served  wayfarers  as  a tavern.  The  most  colorful  and  often  quoted  tav- 
ern keeper  was  William  Henry,  Jr.  One  story  that  has  been  passed  down  is  that  a young  couple  drove  up 
to  the  tavern.  They  informed  a smiling,  welcoming  Mr.  Henry  that  he  could  find  feed  for  their  horse 
under  the  seat  of  their  sleigh.  He  showed  them  to  a blazing  fire  where  they  proceeded  to  eat  the  lunch 
they  had  brought  along.  When  they  had  warmed  themselves  by  the  fire  and  it  was  time  to  go,  having 
bought  neither  feed,  food  nor  spirits,  Landlord  Henry  graciously  invited  them  to  come  back,  “If  you 
would  just  bring  along  a chimney  and  some  wood  for  the  fire,  you  will  be  most  welcome.” 

Henry  drowned  in  a brook  near  Long  Pond  in  1827  at  age  50.  The  farm  and  buildings  remained  with 
the  Henry  heirs  and  was  known  as  the  “Henry  Farms”  even  after  being  purchased  by  the  Estabrook  family 
in  the  mid  1800s  and  until  the  property  was  sold  to  Frederick  Hunt  in  1882. 
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The  property  remains  in  Fred  Hunt’s 
family.  Reminders  of  former  days  can  still 
be  seen  in  the  surrounding  area.  Fred 
Hunt,  as  a youngster,  helped  make  barrels 
at  the  cooperage  at  Prouty  Mills  whose 
foundation  can  still  be  seen  further  down 
Barrack  Hill  Road. 


Owner:  Cynthia  H.  Wilkinson 
Residents: 

Amy  E.  Wilkinson/Edward  Sheridan 
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Site  of  Continental  Barracks 

This  property  is  the  site  of  the  Barracks  built  during  Revolutionary  times  to  house  prisoners  of  war.  The 
first  British  prisoners  arrived  in  Rutland  on  April  17,  1778  and  the  remaining  44  prisoners  marched  back 
to  their  regiments  in  April,  1783. 


The  original  21  acres  of  land  were  purchased  from  Alexander 
Bothwell  by  Ebenezer  Foster  in  1755.  When  Ebenezer’s  son, 
Alpheus  Foster,  sold  the  land  in  1792  to  Jeremiah  Gates, 
the  Continental  Barracks  were  a part  of  the  sale. 


Following  the  war,  the  buildings  at  the  Barracks  were  used  at  various  times  as  a dwelling  house,  store,  card 
factory  and  tavern.  The  remnants  of  the  Barracks  were  burned  in  1 829.  A guard  shack  used  during  the 
time  of  the  Revolution  remained  in  the  vicinity  until  the  latter  part  of  the  19th  century.  An  original 
door  from  this  structure  may  be  seen  at  the  Rutland  Historical  Society.  The  door  was  donated  by  members 
of  the  Hunt  family. 


The  present  house  was  built  in  the  1800s  after  the  Barracks  had  burned.  It  is  a simple  Cape  with  a gable 
roof  and  center  chimney.  An  ell  with  dormers  was  added  to  the  original  dwelling. 

Hunt  Family 

This  property  was  owned  simultaneously  with  the  large  house  across  Barrack  Hill  Road  by  the  Henry  and 
Estabrook  families.  Frederick  S.  Hunt,  Sr.  of  Worcester  purchased  the  house  in  1856.  Still  living  in 
Worcester,  he  died  in  1864,  leaving  a wife  and  five  small  children,  including  a three-month  old  baby. 


Owners:  Charles  W.  and  Denise  Wilson 


Amy  Starkweather  Hunt  came  to  Rutland  shortly  after  her  husband’s  death  and  raised  her  five  children 
here.  In  later  years,  she  remained  here  with  her  daughter  and  they  maintained  gardens,  fruit  trees  and 
tended  poultry.  She  lived  to  an  advanced  age  and  her  daughter,  also  named  Amy,  lived  on  the  property 
until  her  death.  Her  brother,  Fred  Hunt,  Jr.,  owner  of  the  Henry  Farms  property  on  the  other  side  of 
the  road,  sold  this  house  in  1944  to  the 
Searles  family.  Following  the  death  of 
Gertrude  Searles,  the  property  was  sold 
to  David  and  Gloria  Ludden  in  1978. 

They  owned  the  property  until  it 
recently  changed  hands. 
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School  Lands  Sold 

The  proprietors  and  the  General  Court  set  off  certain  parcels  of  land  in  various  sections  of  the 
town  for  school  purposes;  one  sixty-third  of  the  six  mile  square  settling  part.  By  1744,  the 
town  voted  to  sell  these  lands  and  48  acres  were  sold  to  Eliphalet  How  on  what  was  called 
School  House  Hill.  Shortly  thereafter,  Eliphalet  sold  this  land  to  John  Murray.  Since 
John  Murray  supported  the  British  Crown  during  the  Revolution,  he  was  banished  from 
America.  All  his  property  was  confiscated  by  the  State  and  sold  to  various  individuals. 

Three  people  from  Shrewsbury,  MA  purchased  this  plot  and  a house  and  blacksmith 
shop  were  built  here  during  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 

lonas  Smith 

Jonas  Smith  of  Shrewsbury  married  a Rutland  girl,  Elizabeth  Browning,  in  1771.  He  built  on  13  1/3 
acres,  which  was  one-fourth  of  the  50  acre  plot  which  had  belonged  to  John  Murray,  and  purchased  from 
the  State  by  Zechariah  Smith,  Jonas’  father.  Jonas  and  Elizabeth  had  several  children  born  during  the 
Revolution.  The  property  was  across  the  street  from  the  Continental  Barracks  and  it  can  be  surmised 
that  Jonas  Smith,  a blacksmith,  probably  took  care  of  the  needs  of  the  Barracks.  They  sold  the  property 
in  1809. 

The  King  Family 

The  first  of  this  King  family  to  come  to  Rutland  was  Samuel  King.  He  was  from  Wrentham  and  married 
Persis  Estabrook  in  1799.  They  raised  their  ten  children  on  this  farm.  The  most  prominent  of  their 
children  was  Horace  King,  born  in  1806.  When  he  was  17  years  of  age,  he  went  to  Boston,  was  very 
enterprising  and  established  a transportation  system  which  eventually  became  the  rapid  transit  system 
in  Boston.  In  1837,  he  married  Catherine  Augusta  Mead  of  Rutland  and  they  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children  which  they  raised  in  Boston  while  Horace  continued  his  business  ventures. 

They  remained  in  Boston  until  1857  when  they  returned  to  Rutland.  Horace  remained  on  the  farm 
until  his  death  in  1903.  He  always  attended  town  meetings  and  voted  in  every  election.  He  was  an 

active  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  and  was  actively  engaged  in 
farming  until  he  was  88  years  old  when 
his  son,  Horace,  Jr.,  returned  from  Boston 
to  carry  on  the  farm.  His  daughters, 
Persis  and  Mary,  also  remained  on  the 
farm  until  it  was  sold  in  1906.  Persis  had 
a distinguished  career  in  teaching.  She 
began  in  Rutland,  then  taught  in 
Worcester  and  eventually  in  Boston 
where  she  became  chief  executive  of  the 
Boston  School  Board. 
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Subsequent  Owners 

When  the  Kings  sold  the  farm  to  Clifford  Knight  of  Oakham  (1906-1914),  it  contained  52  acres. 
Chauncey  Darrah  lived  here  until  1917  when  he  sold  the  farm  to  Albert  Wales  (1917-1943).  The  present 
owners  purchased  the  property  of  3.96  acres  in  1949. 

Original  House  Was  One  Room  Wide 

The  dwelling  is  a two-story  structure  with  a gable  roof,  two  chimneys  on  the  main  building  and  one  on 
the  ell.  There  is  a five-bay  front.  The  entrance  has  side  lights  and  a pedimented  cap  is  located  over  the 
original  six  paneled  door.  The  windows  have  six-over-six  panes.  These  details  suggest  it  dates  from  the 
Federal  period.  It  originally  was  one  room  wide.  Additions  have  been  made,  adding  a second  story  to 
the  ell  and  a room  with  a sloping  roof 
to  the  rear  which  gives  it  a salt  box 
profile. 

A fire  in  the  1930s  took  the  barn  and 
carriage  shed  and  was  barely  stopped 
from  destroying  the  main  house  by 
dedicated  Rutland  volunteer  fire- 
men. Warren  and  Dorothy  Erickson 
raised  their  children  here  and  are 
enjoying  their  house  with  its  several 
hundred  years  of  history. 

Owners:  Warren  T.  and 

Dorothy  S.  Erickson 
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Georgian  Architecture 

The  exterior  architecture  of  this  house  is  a fine  example  of  Georgian,  designed  to  emulate  the  fashion  in 
England  and  named  after  the  monarchs  who  sat  on  the  throne  during  the  18th  century.  It  is  symmetrical, 
has  a low  hipped  roof,  prominent  cornices,  dentil  molding,  fluted  pilasters  surrounding  the  entryway,  and 
pediments  over  the  doorways.  Originally,  there  were  four  entrances,  one  on  each  side  of  the  building. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  20th  century,  however,  a large  addition  was  added  to  the  back  of  the  house.  It 
consisted  of  a stairway  leading  to  a three  story  building  used  as  housing  quarters  for  the  caretakers  of  the 
house  when  it  served  as  a museum.  The  large  structure  has  since  been  dismantled,  leaving  the  stairway 
area  which  currently  serves  as  kitchen,  bath  and  laundry  areas. 

The  doorways  differ  in  design  depending  on  the  formality  and  useage  of  the  room  into  which  they  enter. 
The  windows  are  not  the  originals.  The  original  structure,  as  in  the  traditional  Georgian  colonial  layout, 
has  four  rooms  on  each  floor  divided  by  a center  stairway.  Each  side,  or  half  of  the  house,  has  a center 
chimney  which  accommodates  four  fireplaces  each. 


lohn  Murray 

John  Murray  was  an  early  settler  in  Rutland.  His  is  a “rags  to  riches”  story.  He  arrived  in  America  from 
Ireland,  penniless  and  in  debt  for  his  passage.  He  was  an  enterprising  man  who,  through  a series  of  business 
ventures  and  help  from  friends,  soon  became  one  of  the  largest  landowners  and  the  wealthiest  man  in 
the  town.  He  was  a Colonel  in  the  Militia  and  purchased  cattle  for  the  Army,  among  other  pursuits. 
Colonel  Murray  built  this  house,  but  did  not  reside  here.  His  home,  which  no  longer  exists,  was  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Ten  Rod  Road,  just  below  where  the  Naquag  School  was  built. 


As  part  of  his  vast  land  holdings,  he  owned  this  property  which  had  been  laid  out  to  Cyprian  Wright  in 
1728.  John  Murray  built  the  house  on  this  land  about  1765.  One  of  his  daughters,  Isabel,  married  Daniel 
Bliss  in  1766.  They  were  the  first  residents  of  the  dwelling.  They  had  three  children  while  living  here 
and  Mr.  Bliss  practiced  law  while  a resident  of  this  house. 


In  1774,  Colonel  Murray  sold  this  house  and  200  acres  to  his  son,  Daniel,  who  shared  his  political  views. 
During  the  Revolutionary  War,  British  officers  were  housed  here,  rather  than  being  held  at  the  nearby 
Continental  Barracks. 


John  Murray  had  been  appointed  a Mandamus  Councillor  by  the  Crown.  His  duty  was  to  enforce  the 
unjust  tax  laws  which  the  patriots  were  rising  up  to  protest.  As  a result,  he  was  literally  forced  to  flee 
from  Rutland  with  his  family;  all  of  his  property  was  confiscated  by  the  State  government,  and  ultimately 
sold  by  a committee  appointed  for  that  purpose.  The  only  son  who  escaped  this  fate  was  Alexander  who 
remained  loyal  to  the  patriot’s  cause  and  was  allowed  to  maintain  his  farm  in  West  Rutland. 

Rufus  Putnam 

General  Rufus  Putnam  was  born  in  Sutton,  MA  in  1738.  He  had  a remarkable  military  career  in  both 
the  French  and  Indian  and  the  Revolutionary  Wars.  He  purchased  this  house  from  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  who  were  responsible  for  selling  the  confiscated  properties. 
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Although  he  lived  here  only  seven  years,  he  was  a most  prominent  resident,  holding  many  of  the  Town 
Offices,  and  laying  out  school  districts  and  town  roads.  From  this  house,  he  formed  the  Ohio  Company 
and  made  plans  to  enlist  settlers  willing  to  make  the  journey  to  Ohio.  In  1 788,  General  Putnam  and  48 
men  left  for  Ohio  where  they  founded  the  town  of  Marietta.  Two  years  later,  he  returned  to  this  house 
and  led  a party  of  26  to  Marietta,  arriving  in  November,  1790.  The  party  included  General  Putnam’s 
family  and  other  Rutland  natives.  Thus,  Rutland  earned  the  title  “the  Cradle  of  Ohio.”  This  story  is 
shown  on  the  Memorial  Tablet  attached  to  the  Rufus  Putnam  House. 


Subsequent  owners 

Stephen  Sibley  purchased  the  house  and  155  acres  from  Rufus  Putnam  in  1792.  After  four  years,  he  sold 
the  house  and  212  acres  to  Benjamin  Mead  (1759-1852).  Benjamin,  who  was  married  to  Elizabeth 

, lived  in  this  house  for  56  years.  Their  son  William  Mead  (1789-1872),  known  as  Deacon 

William  Mead,  was  married  to  Mary  Farnsworth  and  resided  here  for  76  years.  Their  son  Elias  Mead 
(1821-1894)  was  the  next  owner  and  the  last  of  the  Mead  family  who  had  made  this  their  home  for 
almost  100  years. 

In  1895,  Sarah  Mead(e),  Elias’  widow,  sold  the  home  farm  of  her  late  husband  to  Burton  W.  Potter, 
Edwin  D.  Mead  and  Archibald  M.  Howe  as  Trustees.  A few  years  later,  Senator  George  F.  Hoar,  Elijah 
B.  Stoddard  and  Burton  W.  Potter  were  named  Trustees  to  preserve  the  dwelling  house  formerly  owned 
by  General  Rufus  Putnam  as  a memorial.  The  Association,  overseeing  the  historical  property,  was 
named  the  Rufus  Putnam  Memorial  Association  and  the  dwelling  was  open  to  the  public  who  paid  a 
small  fee  to  tour  the  house. 

In  1951,  the  Trustees  sold  the  house  and  157  acres  to  George  and  Vivian  Endicott.  Mrs.  Endicott  was 
instrumental  in  having  the  house  designated  as  a National  Historic  Landmark  and  it  is  the  only  house 
in  Rutland  to  be  listed  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

In  1972,  Mrs.  Endicott  sold  the  house  and  157  acres  to  Milton  and  Shirley  Weinstein.  Gordon  and 
Marcia  Hickory  were  deeded  the  property  in  1985.  Much  of  the  surrounding  land  had  been  sold  and 
they  purchased  7.438  acres.  Mrs.  Hickory  operated  a bed  and  breakfast  in  the  picturesque  house. 
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The  house  retains  its  original  charm  and  has  been  maintained  in  keeping  with  its  grand  history.  A dam 
was  built  across  a ravine  northeast  of  the  house,  forming  a pond  which  is  part  of  the  Rufus  Putnam 
Memorial  Park.  The  park  of  17.91  acres  was  deeded  to  the  Town  of  Rutland  by  the  Endicotts  in  1951,  at 
the  time  they  purchased  this  property,  and  is  enjoyed  by  Town  residents  for  skating  and  related  recreational 
activities. 


In  1993,  Chris  and  Marcia  Warrington 
became  the  new  owners  and  they  currently 
operate  a bed  and  breakfast.  The  old  house  and 
the  manicured  grounds  are  used  for  weddings, 
corporate  and  private  functions.  One  of  the 
events  of  the  Rutland’s  275th  Anniversary 
celebration  in  1997  was  the  Colonial  Period 
Ball  held  on  these  grounds.  Many  of  those 
attending  felt  that  they  had  taken  a step  back 
in  time,  and,  indeed,  they  looked  as  if  they 
had,  dressed  in  their  colonial  costumes. 


Owners:  Chris  J.  and  Marcia  R.  Warrington 
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Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  16 

A dwelling  house  appears  on  the  deeds  of  this  property  dating  hack  to  1760.  The  present  small,  timber 
framed  Cape  is  typical  of  the  homes  built  in  Rutland’s  early  days.  The  house  is  symmetrical,  clapboarded 
and  has  a gable  roof.  Additions  have  been  made  for  up-to-date  living. 


The  house  is  situated  on  Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  16  which  encompassed  land  at  the  comer  of  Kenwood 
Drive  and  the  Ten  Rod  Road  originally  laid  out  to  Ezekiel  Day.  The  farm  in  the  latter  part  of  the  18th 
century  consisted  of  a house,  farm  buildings  and  120  acres. 

Carriage  Shop 

For  more  than  40  years  in  the  mid  1800s,  Taylor  Estabrook  had  a carriage  shop  on  the 
property  easterly  of  the  dwelling  and  a blacksmith  shop  on  the  corner  of  Kenwood 
Drive  and  Main  Street.  H.  Edward  Wheeler  owned  and  farmed  this  property, 
which  extended  along  Kenwood  Drive,  for  a number  of  years  until  he  purchased 
the  dwelling  directly  across  Main  Street  in  the  late  1800s. 

The  Niemi  Family 

Alexander  and  Hanna  Niemi  were  the  owners 
of  this  property  for  41  years.  He  was  born  in 
Nurmo,  Finland,  came  to  Worcester,  MA. 
from  Finland  in  1909  and,  in  1920,  came  to 
Rutland  where  they  raised  their  six  daughters. 
He  was  employed  at  the  Veterans 
Administration  Hospital  in  Rutland  for  30 
years.  When  they  returned  to  Worcester  in 
1961,  the  property  was  sold  to  Robert  and 
Constance  Gove. 


The  O’Malley  family  purchased 
children  there. 


this  home  in  1969  with  4 1/3  acres  of  land,  and  raised  their  four 


Owners:  David  M.  and 

Mary-Joy  K.  O’Malley 
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Deacon  Toseph  Stevens  Proprietor’s  Lot  No,  15 

This  house  on  Main  street  is  between  the  Browning  Farm  and  the  Rufus  Putnam  house.  It  was  a part  of 
Deacon  Joseph  Stevens  Proprietors  Lot  No.  15.  The  house  is  one  and  one-half  stories  with  a gable  roof 
and  an  interesting  bay  window  on  the  east  side.  The  portico  and  porch  have  gingerbread  trim  which  is 

typical  of  the  1830s.  It  sits  low  to  the 
ground  and  a dormer  has  been  added  over 
the  kitchen.  There  is  an  old  attached 
barn. 

Deacon  Stevens  was  one  of  Rutland’s  first 
settlers  and  held  many  town  offices  during 
the  settling  days.  In  1723,  in  an 
encounter  with  Indians,  two  of  his  sons 
were  captured  and  taken  to  Canada. 
Ultimately,  they  were  redeemed  and 
returned  home  at  great  personal  sacrifice 
to  Joseph  Stevens. 


There  have  been  several  additions  to  the  house  over  the  years.  When  John  Murray 
purchased  it  from  Keziah  Cutting  in  1769,  the  property  consisted  of  40  acres  and 
a bam.  The  40  acres  was  the  westerly  side  and  a part  of  the  neighboring  50  acre  farm,  now 
owned  by  Davis.  A house  does  not  appear  on  a deed  until  1828.  When  Enoch  Moore, 
a blacksmith,  sold  the  property  in  1837,  it  contained  a house,  a barn  partly  on  the 
highway,  and  a blacksmith  shop  wholly  on  the  Ten  Rod  Road  and  an  acre  of  land. 


Blacksmith  Shop 


H.  Edward  Wheeler  Family 

The  house  changed  hands  often  over  the  years  and  the  longest  resident  was  H.  Edward  Wheeler  and  his 
family  (1893-1982).  Ed  Wheeler  was  active  in  town  politics  and  held  the  offices  of  Selectman,  Assessor, 
Treasurer  and  was  a member  of  the  first  Board  of  Fire  Engineers  in  1911.  His  three  daughters,  Edna  and 
Phyllis  Wheeler  and  Ethel  Wheeler  Moore  were  active  participants  in  the  life  of  Rutland. 

The  home  was  sold  in  1982  to  Henry, 

Jr.  and  Marjorie  (Sue)  Soucy  who  have 
remodeled  the  bottom  floor  of  the  house, 
installing  a new  kitchen,  updating  the 
heating,  plumbing  and  electrical  systems. 

They  have  also  installed  new  windows 
and  repaired  the  stone  foundation 
under  the  barn  which  was,  otherwise, 
in  excellent  condition. 


Owners:  Henry,  Jr.  and  Marjorie  Soucy 
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Joseph  Stevens,  Original  Owner 

This  Federal  style  house,  one  room  wide,  is  on  Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  15  laid  out  to  Joseph  Stevens,  an 
original  proprietor.  The  deeds  to  the  property  indicate  a farm  house  and  barn  from  Rutland’s  earliest 
days  and  the  original  dwelling  would  have  been  erected  in  the  early  1720s.  In  1723,  Deacon  Stevens 
and  his  sons  were  attacked  by  Indians.  Two  of  his  sons  were  killed  and  two  taken  prisoner  and  carried 
off  to  Canada.  He  ultimately  obtained  their  release  and  they  returned  to  Rutland.  Following  the  death 
of  Joseph  Stevens  and  his  son,  Isaac,  the  property  was  sold  in  the  1760s. 

Original  Features  of  Early  Farmhouse 

The  present  owners.  Howard  and  Ruth  Davis,  have  restored  the  house  in  keeping  with  its  historical 
perspective.  In  the  two  original  front  rooms,  they  discovered  (covered  with  wallpaper)  the  fireplace  and 
wainscoting,  made  from  22  inch  wide  pine  boards  16  feet  long. 

The  Davises  found  old  wooden  shutters  for  the  windows  at  various  auctions.  Hand  hewn  timbers,  old 
hardware  and  the  wide  pine  floors  have  been  restored.  Hie  house  has  a gable  roof,  clapboard  siding, 
sidelights  at  the  entry  and  an  attached  ell  and  barn.  “Spruce  Hill  Farm”  is  on  an  attached  sign  indicating 
the  type  of  trees  that  surrounded  the  property. 

Revolutionary  Times 

Before  the  Revolution,  the  farm  of  50  acres  was  sold  to  Absalom  Cutting,  a shoemaker  and  his  wife, 
Keziah  Cutting.  The  house  was  located  south  of  the  meeting  house  and  the  adjacent  fort  which  was 
needed  for  protection  of  the  early  residents.  During  the  Revolution,  Keziah  Cutting  tended  the 
meeting  house. 
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Subsequent  Owners 

For  more  than  30  years,  the  farm  was  known  as  the  Charles  S.  Smith  farm  (1834-1869),  until  it  was 
purchased  in  1869  by  Benjamin  Franklin  Browning.  Benjamin  was  a descendant  of  James  Browning  who 
came  to  Rutland  in  1728.  He  was  a shoemaker,  farmer  and  teamster  and  raised  a large  family  on  the 
farm  during  his  31  year  tenure. 


More  recently,  the  Putkisto  family 
farmed  there  from  1942  until  1963 
when  the  property  was  purchased 
by  the  present  owners. 

The  farm  has  changed  very  little 
over  the  years.  The  rambling 
house  and  barns,  the  farm  animals 
and  rolling  hills  are  still  very  visible 
on  the  old  Ten  Rod  Road,  or  Main 
Street  as  it  is  now  known. 


Present  owners:  Howard  E.  and 
Ruth  E.  Davis 
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9 Webber  House 

10  Putnam  House 

N 11  Dr.  Chamberlain 
A 12  General  Store 

13  Prouty Farm 

14  The  Qd  Parsonage 

15  Monadnock  Lodge 

16  Lawrence  Smith  House 
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Dwelling  on  Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  4 

This  house  has  a steep  pitched  roof  with  decorative  verge  boards  along  the  gable  edges  and  a finial  on 
the  front  gable  which  are  characteristics  of  the  Gothic  Revival  style,  popular  between  1830  and  1860. 
This  charming  cottage  has  a clapboard  exterior,  bay  windows,  and  an  attached  ell  and  barn.  At  one 
time,  it  had  an  open  porch  with  a railing  which  has  since  been  removed.  Alterations  were  made  in  the 
20th  century  to  accommodate  an  apartment. 

When  Jonas  Howe  sold  three  acres  of  land  to  Levi  Bartlett  in  1821,  it  was  called  Baker  Pasture  and  had 
no  dwelling  on  it.  By  1824,  Levi  Bartlett  and  Charles  Marsh  sold  one  acre  of  land  and  buildings  to 
Daniel  Darling.  Daniel  Darling  was  a blacksmith  and  owned  the  neighboring  property.  By  1835,  he  had 
sold  a small  parcel  of  29  rods  with  the  buildings  to  Josiah  Reed,  a carriage  maker. 

Samuel  T.  King  was  the  owner  here  for  50  years  (1850  to  1900).  For  a number  of  years,  the  co-owner 
was  Leonard  Bancroft.  In  1900,  Samuel  King  sold  it  to  Miles  Holden. 

Miles  Holden 


Mr.  Holden  was  widely  known  in 
Worcester  and  the  surrounding  towns. 
He  was  the  son  of  Moses  G.  and 
Emeline  (Davis)  Holden  and  lived  on 
his  father’s  farm  called  Barrack  Hill 
Farm  until  purchasing  this  property. 
He  was  in  the  grocery  business  after 
selling  the  farm  until  he  sold  out  to  the 
Rutland  Grocery  Co.  For  years,  he 
drove  a team  to  Worcester  every  week 
with  provisions  and  supplied  several 
markets  with  veal,  butter  and  farm 
produce.  He  died  in  1910. 


Webber  and  Temple  Families 

In  1937,  after  several  owners,  the  estate  of  Sidney  Cole  sold  the  house  to  Mary  Webber.  Mary  and  Eldred 
Webber  raised  their  sons,  Peter  and  John,  here  and  are  remembered  as  a kind  and  caring  family.  Eldred 
Webber  was  an  engineer  at  the  Rutland  State  Sanitorium.  After  44  years,  Mary  Webber  sold  the  house 
and  .49  acres  to  William  and  Ruth  Temple. 
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Ruth  and  William  Temple  lived  here  after  selling  their  property  at  the  comer  of  Glenwood  and  Main 
Streets  where  Mr.  Temple  operated  a gas  station  for  many  years.  They  lived  for  a time  at  the  Cape  before 
purchasing  this  parcel.  Members  of  the  Temple  family  are  still  residents  of  this  property,  but,  in  1997, 
they  sold  the  house  and  land  to  C.B.  Blair. 


: 


Present  owner:  C.B.  Blair  Development  Corp. 
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This  Georgian  style  house  is  situated  on  Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  4,  laid  out  to  Jacob  Stevens  in  1732. 
Originally,  it  had  two  ells  which  were  sold  and  moved  and  a hip  roof,  which  is  now  a gable  roof.  It  has 
three  dormers,  a symmetrical  facade  and  a porch  running  the  length  of  the  house,  used  often  for  sitting 
in  earlier  days.  Although  buildings  show  on  deeds  from  1746,  this  house  may  date  from  1769,  as  this 
date  is  carved  over  the  front  door. 

Early  Owners 

This  parcel  of  land  changed  owners  frequently  in  the  early  years  and  included  large  landowners  such  as 
John  Frink,  physician  and  John  Murray,  the  infamous  Tory. 

Joseph  Blake  moved  from  Boston  to  Rutland  and  owned  the  house  from  1 772  to  1777.  While  in  Rutland 
several  of  his  children  were  born,  including  his  fifth  son,  Francis,  born  Nov.  7,  1773.  When  Francis 
became  a lawyer  (1789)  and  married  in  1794,  he  returned  here  and  practiced  law  from  1794  to  1801. 
He  was  also  a State  Senator  from  Worcester  County  (1810-1815). 

Joseph  Blake  sold  to  William  Caldwell  in  1777.  William  Caldwell  was  a prominent  citizen,  practiced 
law  here  and  was  moderator  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  moved  to  Worcester  while  he  was 
Sheriff  of  Worcester  County  from  1793  to  1805. 

Due  to  its  central  position  in  the  Town,  many  of  its  owners  were  professionals.  Isaac  Story,  the  next 
owner  was  an  attorney.  He  sold  to  Moses  White  who  was  the  Postmaster  in  1805  and  the  Post  Office 
was  located  here  until  1816.  He  was  also  Sheriff  (1811-1812)  and  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  in 
1807.  Moses  White  sold  to  Dr.  James  McFarland. 

At  one  time,  water  was  pumped  from  a lot  below  the  house  and  carried  in  pails.  George  Putnam 
installed  a windmill  which  filled  a tank  on  top  of  the  bam  and  provided  water  for  this  house  and  some 
adjoining  houses. 
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George  and  Philena  Putnam 

George  Putnam  was  the  grandson  of  Moses 
White.  He  married  Philena  Fletcher  in 
1847  and  moved  here  in  1870.  Mr. 
Putnam  was  the  Town  Clerk  of  Rutland 
beginning  in  1863.  The  office  of  Town 
Clerk  remained  in  his  family  for  103  years 
until  the  retirement  of  his  granddaughter, 
Linda  Hanff,  in  1966.  He  was  also  the 
librarian  from  1865  to  1875  and  the 
library  was  situated  in  his  house.  A recent 
renovation  exposed  a door  between  the 
windows  on  the  west  ell,  possibly  the 
library  entrance. 

The  house  remained  in  the  Putnam  family  for  76  years.  It  served  as  a guest  house  for  many  years  and 
was  sold  in  1946  by  Philena  and  George  Putnam’s  heirs  to  Robert  and  Margaret  Snow. 

Their  daughter,  Hope  Snow,  married  Frank  Bracebridge  and  their  three  sons,  Charlie,  Jack  and  Ed 
Bracebridge  were  brought  up  in  this  house.  Hope  Bracebridge  lived  in  a small  dwelling  in  the  rear  of 
property  for  many  years  until  her  death  in  1997. 

In  1971,  Ed  Bracebridge  and  his  wife,  Sharon,  purchased  the  home  from  the  Snows  and  raised  their  two 
children,  Shelley  and  Shawn  there. 

Present  owners:  Edward  L.  and  Sharon  L.  Bracebridge 
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A 231  Maim  Street 


Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  4 

This  building  is  located  on  the  westerly  comer  of  Maple  Avenue  (Route  56  south)  and  231  Main  Street. 
It  is  one  of  the  dwellings  which  was  built  on  Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  4 which  consisted  of  thirty  acres  and 
encompassed  the  area  from  this  corner  to  the  easterly  side  of  the  entrance  to  the  Naquag  School  with  a 
depth  of  more  than  2,000  feet. 

The  Main  Street  entrance  shows  a two-story  house  with  Greek  Revival  details,  a gable  front  with  a wing, 
a doorway  with  sidelights,  pilasters  and  a cap.  The  narrow  comer  boards,  window  trim  and  narrow  cornice 
suggest  elements  of  the  Federal  era.  It  has  clapboards,  a gable  roof,  a low  foundation  and  was  built  soon 
after  being  purchased  in  1851  by  Ebenezer  Hubbard  Miles. 


Ebenezer  Hubbard  Miles 

Ebenezer  was  the  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Molly  (Hubbard)  Miles  and  grew  up  on  Joyner’s  Hill  on  his  father’s 
farm.  He  purchased  this  lot  from  Daniel  Reed  in  1851.  A wagon  shop  was  located  south  of  this  prop- 
erty, the  first  of  many  businesses  at  this  location.  Ebenezer’s  daughter,  Ellen  Rood,  as  Ebenezer’s  heir, 
sold  the  one-fifth  of  an  acre  and  dwelling  to  Dr.  William  E.  Chamberlain  in  1889. 
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Dr.  Chamberlain 


Dr.  Chamberlain  served  the  Town  of 
Rutland  as  its  physician  for  40  years,  having 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Vermont 
in  1883.  In  his  early  years,  he  covered 
almost  all  the  adjoining  towns  which  was  a 
considerable  effort,  especially  in  the  winter, 
travelling  miles  on  foot  or  snowshoes.  He 
served  as  the  District  medical  examiner, 
school  physician  and  medical  officer  for 
many  years  at  the  Rutland  prison  camp  and 
hospital.  He  was  a familiar  sight  traveling 
throughout  the  town  with  his  horse  and 
wagon,  and  small  dog  alongside.  When  he 
died  in  1928,  his  widow,  Bertha,  sold  the 
property  to  David  M.  Hanff. 


Interior  of  Dr.  Chamberlain’s  House 


Dave’s  Canteen 


David  Hanff  was  the  son  of  Louis  and  Frances  Hanff  and  operated  a popular  restaurant  at  this  location. 
His  father,  “Louie”  Hanff,  who  was  the  Town  Clerk  at  the  time,  often  helped  out  by  doing  the  cooking 
at  his  son’s  eatery  which  was  called  Dave’s  Canteen.  David  and  his  wife,  Bessie,  sold  the  property  in 
1953  to  Alexander  Donoghue. 


Variety  of  Businesses 

A1  Donoghue  continued  the  business  aspect  of  the  property  which,  prior  to  1953,  was  a popular  soda 
shop  and  drug  store  operated  by  John  Linnane.  Many  of  the  old  timers  can  remember  “hanging  out” 
here  as  youngsters  in  the  1940s  and  early  50s. 


Present  owner:  Searae  Corp. 


The  property  facing  Main  street  has  been  remodeled  over  the  years  and  a full/story  porch  was  added  at 
the  turn  of  the  century.  The  Maple  Avenue  part  of  the  property  has  had  many  alterations  to  adapt  it  for 
use  as  a commercial  building  and 
apartment  living.  There  have  been 
a variety  of  businesses  over  the 
years,  such  as  Reed’s  Market,  Marsh 
Oil  Company,  a TV  repair  shop,  a 
gift  shop,  florist  and  the  corner  is 
presently  operating  as  a restaurant 
named  Lisa’s.  From  the  1940’s  until 
the  present,  this  spot  has  been  a 
favorite  gathering  place  for  locals 
and  a place  to  catch  up  on  the  lat- 
est “goings  on”  in  town. 
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Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  5 

This  building  stands  on  House  Lot  No.  5 on  the  original  Proprietors’  plan  laid  out  by  the  committee  of 
Rutland  on  June  26,  1721.  Meeting  at  the  home  of  Samuel  Wright,  they  voted  “To  Robert  Patrick  and 
William  Patrick  and  William  McCarter,  equal  thirds,  one  thirty  acre  lott,  No.  5.” 

The  dwelling  part  of  this  building  faces  Main  Street  and  has  an  asymmetrical  facade  with  an  off  center 
entrance  and  seven  windows  across  on  the  second  story.  The  gable  roof  has  two  chimneys.  There  are 
three  apartments  in  this  portion  of  the  house.  The  side  of  the  building  located  on  the  east  side  of  Maple 
Avenue  has  long  been  used  for  business.  There  is  also  a two  story  ell. 

One  of  Tohn  Murray’s  Confiscated  Properties 

In  1765,  John  Murray  purchased  this  lot  from  Isaac  Stone.  Following  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  after 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  had  confiscated  Murray’s  holdings,  this  was  purchased  by  John  Frink,  Sr. 

Store  on  Property  in  1789 

The  first  record  of  a store  here  is  from  the  memory  of  Benjamin  Franklin  Stone  born  in  Rutland  in  1782. 
In  describing  the  town,  as  he  recalled  it  as  a young  boy  of  seven,  before  he  left  for  Ohio,  he  describes  it 
as  “Frink’s  Store  where  a road  ran  southerly  to  Doctor  Frink’s.”  John  Frink,  Sr.  was  born  in  1731,  son  of 
the  minister,  Thomas  Frink.  John  was  a physician  in  the  town  of  Rutland,  as  was  his  son,  John,  Jr.  (born 
in  1762)  for  a total  of  eighty  years.  John  Frink,  Sr.  was  a very  prominent  figure  in  Rutland’s  early  history. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Davis,  daughter  of  Capt.  Peter  Davis. 

General  Store  and  Post  Office 

The  property  changed  hands  frequently  over  the  years.  The  owners  were  not  necessarily  the  storekeepers, 
but,  quite  often,  leased  the  building. 

George  Estabrook  purchased  the  property  in  1833,  lived  here  and  kept  the  store.  He  was  a physician 
and  also  served  as  postmaster  for  a time.  During  this  period,  1833  until  Zadock  Gates  moved  it  in  1848, 
the  store  and  post  office  were  located  here. 
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Emma  Glazier  bought  the  property  in 
1895.  She  made  many  changes  and 
leased  it  to  the  J.M.  Kennedy 
Company,  wholesale  grocers.  When 
their  lease  expired  in  1901,  their 
stock  was  removed  and  was  replenished 
by  the  next  lessee,  D.S.  Thurston. 

From  1914  to  1924,  a room  in  the 
building  was  leased  by  the  United 
States  Post  Office.  At  that  time,  the 
building  was  known  as  “The  Midland 
Inn.” 


When  Emma  Glazier  sold  to  Robert  Dea,  the  building  was  being  leased  by  Nellie  I.  Griffin  who 
purchased  it  from  him  in  1922.  This  was  still  very  much  the  typical  General  Store  which  had  the 
potbellied  stove  and  attracted  its  share  of  locals  who  needed  to  catch  up  on  the  “news”  and  politics  of 
the  day,  and  shop  for  their  needs,  be  it  shoes,  overalls,  hardware,  produce  from  the  local  farms,  or  the 
newspaper.  The  sign  which  hung  on  the  outside  of  the  store  has  been  preserved  by  the  Rutland 
Historical  Society.  It  reads: 

' NELLIE  I.  GRIFFIN  N 

Dry  Goods  Hardware 

K Groceries Paint  y 


When  Nellie  Griffin  died,  the  store  was  willed  to  John  Collins,  the  Police  Chief.  He  continued  running 
the  store  in  the  same  fashion,  except  for  being  called  away  from  his  store  duties  to  serve  as  the  chief  of 
police.  Throughout  the  years,  the  deeds  referred  to  a barn  and  blacksmith  shop  on  the  southerly  end  of 
the  property.  The  blacksmith  shop  ceased  to  exist  and  the  barn  was  torn  down  in  July,  1948  and  the 
material  used  for  the  town’s  Fourth  of  July  bonfire. 


In  1966,  Chief  Collins  sold  the  store  to 
Nikitas  Chrysostum.  From  1966  to  1973,  it 
was  known  as  the  Rutland  Variety  Store  and 
operated  by  “Bob”  Zoppo.  It  presently  is  the 
Rutland  Pizza  shop.  It  was  sold  to  the  present 
owners  in  1989. 


Present  owners: 

John  and  Helen  Hatzopoulos 
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Dr.  Hezekiah  Fletcher 

This  simple  Georgian  style  house  occupies  a prominent  spot  in  the  center  of  Rutland.  It  was  one  of  the 
homes  built  on  Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  14  which  was  originally  laid  out  to  John  Clark  and  Malcolm  Hendry. 
The  center  chimney  was  removed  at  the  turn  of  the  century  to  make  way  for  more  modem  plumbing 
and  heating.  The  house  features  modillions  over  the  portico  and  along  the  eaves.  A captain’s  staircase 
was  removed  during  remodeling.  An  original  mantel  remains  in  one  of  the  bedrooms.  A brick-  lined 
room  at  the  base  of  the  chimney,  arched  with  a brick  ceiling  remains  in  the  basement  and  may  have  been 
used  as  a root  cellar.  When  remodeling  and  removing  the  horsehair  plaster,  some  free-style  stenciling 
was  found  in  one  of  the  rooms.  Several  hand  dug  wells  remain  on  the  property,  one  under  the  kitchen. 
A stepping-stone  is  found  on  the  front  lawn  used,  no  doubt,  for  guests  to  step  out  of  their  carriages  and 
proceed  on  an  existing  stone  pathway  to  the  home. 

The  pioneer  doctor  of  the  Rutland  settlement  was  Dr.  Hezekiah  Fletcher  and  this  was  his  home  from 
1726  until  he  died  in  1754-  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Alpheus,  also  a physician. 

Joseph  King  Farm 

At  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  the  property  became  known  as  the  Joseph  King  farm.  Joseph  had 
recently  married,  served  in  the  Revolution  and  was  the  son  of  Ebenezer  King,  who  owned  a neighboring 
farm  and  tavern.  The  Kings  worked  the  farm  for  three  generations. 

The  Proutv  Family 

Mary  and  Schuyler  Prouty  and  their 
descendants  farmed  approximately  81 
acres  of  land  here  for  more  than  100 
years,  (1861-1969).  The  four  rod  road 
running  by  the  property  became 
known  as  Prouty  Lane.  The  view  of 
rolling  pastureland  with  grazing  cows 
and  rustic  stone  walls  leading  to  the 
pond  below  are  only  a memory  now. 

Some  of  the  present  residents  of 
Rolling  Ridge  Estates  have  a portion  of 
i the  old  stone  walls  on  their  property  as 
a reminder  of  the  land’s  long  history. 


Proucy  lane 
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The  present  owners,  Brian  and  Paula 
Stidsen  and  their  family,  enjoy  their 
home  and  their  window  boxes  give  a 
pleasant  appearance  when  decorated 
for  the  holidays.  A recent  addition  has 
been  added  to  the  rear  of  the  home  with 
an  apartment  and  garage  space  for  the 
family’s  use. 


Owners:  Brian  E.  and  Paula  J.  Stidsen 
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This  is  another  of  the  buildings  on  the  original  30  acres  of  Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  5.  This  Greek  Revival 
house  has  many  elements  usually  present  in  this  style  built  between  1830  and  1860.  The  short  side  faces 
the  street  with  pedimented  gables  and  corner  pilasters.  The  main  entrance  is  on  the  side  with  a full  one 
story  porch  supported  by  simple  columns.  Windows  on  the  porch  are  long.  The  gable  roof  has  a chimney 
at  each  end.  There  is  an  attached  bam. 

Dr.  George  Estabrook  (1794-1846),  the  owner  and  resident  of  the  abutting  property  which  included  the 
corner  store,  sold  one  and  one-quarter  acres  of  land  to  George  H.  Estabrook.  This  was  in  1846  and  just 
prior  to  Dr.  Estabrook ’s  death.  The  westerly  property  line  of  the  house  lot  was  by  the  field  and  garden 
of  Dr.  George  Estabrook.  By  1848,  the  house  lot  was  owned  by  Ebenezer  H.,  Joseph,  and  Rufus  Miles. 

Old  Parsonage 

The  Miles  family  were  active  in  the  Congregational  Church.  At  the  time  of  this  purchase,  Joseph  Miles 
was  a Deacon  and  Rufus  B.  Miles  was  chosen  a Deacon  in  1850.  Josiah  Clark  had  been  ordained  minister 
in  1818  and  served  until  his  death  in  1845.  Following  his  long  tenure,  Daniel  Cady,  who  succeeded  Rev. 
Clark,  served  only  four  years.  The  Miles  brothers,  owners  of  this  property,  had  homes  of  their  own,  and 
it  could  be  concluded  that  they  built  the  house  to  attract  ministers  to  serve  the  Congregational  Church. 
When  Ebenezer  H.  Miles  sold  the  property  of  slightly  more  than  one  acre,  29  years  later,  the  buildings 
were  referred  to  as  the  “Parsonage  Place”  and  later  deeds  as  the  “old  parsonage,”  (not  to  be  confused  with 
the  present  Parsonage  which  adjoins  this  property). 

Ebenezer  Woodburn  Scott 

Ebenezer  Scott  (1818-1902),  his  wife  and  six  children  came  to  Rutland  in  1852.  They  lived,  for  the  first 
23  years,  on  Maple  Avenue  on  the  Charles  Spooner  farm  which  is  presently  the  site  of  Countryside 
Estates.  In  June,  1877,  they  purchased  this  house  from  Ebenezer  Miles  and  Ebenezer  Scott  remained 
here  until  his  death.  He  was  a road  surveyor  and  served  on  the  school  committee.  He  enjoyed  robust 
health  and  an  1898  newspaper  article  said  he  “finds  fountain  of  youth  in  hill  town  home.” 

In  1901,  shortly  before  his  death,  he  sold  the  small  parcel  of  land  adjoining  his  property  on  the  westerly 
side,  where  the  Congregational  Church  built  the  present  parsonage  at  that  time. 

Subsequent  owners 

By  1915,  the  property  was  sold  by 
Ebenezer  Scott’s  son  to  Lydia  Smith,  wife 
of  Dennis  Smith.  When  Dennis  Smith 
died  in  1927,  the  property  passed  from 
Lydia  Smith  to  her  daughter  Grace 
Smith.  In  1943,  Lawrence  E.  Smith, 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  Grace 
Smith,  sold  the  property  to  Harold  L, 
Jr.  and  Charlotte  E.  Judkins. 


27 


Railroad  Enthusiast 


The  Judkins  family  were  very  active  participants  in  the  life  of  Rutland.  Harold  Judkins  (1895-1991)  was 
an  Army  veteran  of  World  War  I and  was  active  in  the  American  Legion  and  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars, 
serving  as  past  commander  of  both  organizations. 


He  was  known  as  a railroad  enthusiast,  collected  railroad  memorabilia  and  was  very  knowledgeable  on 
the  subject  of  railroads.  The  Rutland  sign  on  the  barn  at  this  property  is  the  station  sign  from  the  for- 
mer Miles  Road  railroad  station.  The  numbers  over  the  sign  are  from  the  front  engines  of  a 1932  head 
on  collision,  one-half  mile  east  of  Rutland  center. 


The  Muschopauge  and  West  Rutland  station  signs 
were  donated  to  the  Rutland  Historical  Society  by 
the  Judkins  family.  The  two  steps  leading  into  the 
barn  were,  originally,  under  the  water  tank  at  the 
same  station.  It  is  where  the  enginemen  filled 
their  water  jugs.  Harold,  and  his  wife,  Charlotte, 
were  active  in  the  Congregational  Church  and 
Rutland  Historical  Society,  as  well  as  many  other 
organizations.  The  property  remains  in  the 
Judkins  family. 


Present  owner:  Alan  I.  Judkins 
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Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  14 

This  house  is  one  of  those  situated  on  land  laid  out  to  Malcolm  Hendry  and  John  Clark,  original 
proprietors  of  Lot  No.  14.  It  was  built  in  1845-46  by  a physician,  Charles  Safford,  on  land  he  purchased 
in  1845  from  neighbor,  Joseph  King.  Special  features  of  this  lovely  Federal  style  home  include  a rock- 
faced granite  foundation,  pedimented  gables,  entry  sidelights  and  original  paneled  door.  There  are 
pilasters  on  the  corners  of  the  house  and  entry  way  and  the  windows  are  six  over  six. 

Home  of  Physicians 

Dr.  Safford  died  suddenly  in  1847  at  age  42  of  scarlatina  one  year  after  building  the  house.  Dr.  Benjamin 
Tripp  was  the  second  owner  of  this  house.  He  practiced  medicine  in  Rutland  from  1849  to  1873  and 
was  on  the  committee  to  bring  the  railroad  to  Rutland. 


Dr.  James  Shannon  lived  here  until  it 
was  sold  to  James  and  Persis  Munroe  in 
1888.  The  Munroe  family  was  related 
(7th  generation)  to  one  of  the  first 
settlers,  Deacon  Joseph  Stevens.  The 
Munroe  children  enjoyed  a long  life  in 
Rutland.  Charles  Munroe,  one  of  the 
sons,  initiated  a school  trust  fund 
which  is  still  being  used  to  benefit  the 
school  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
2000. 
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Catherine  Aber,  for  a time,  operated  a 
rest  home  here  named  Monadnock 
Lodge,  with  its  fine  view  of  Mount 
Monadnock. 

William  Senecal,  an  architect,  and  his 
wife,  Ellen  have  extensively  renovated 
the  interior  and  exterior  of  the  building. 


Owners: 

William  S.  and  Ellen  T.  Senecal 
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This  is  another  of  the  houses  built  on  Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  5.  Dr.  George  Estabrook  sold  the 
land  for  this  property  from  his  own  holdings  in  1836.  This  was  a small  piece  of  land  of  one 
hundred  and  four  rods  and  was  sold  to  Cyrus  Rogers,  a shoemaker.  It  was  known  as  “part  of 
the  Parsonage  lot”. 


Cyrus  Rogers  built  the  house  on  this  property  after  1836.  It  is  a Greek  Revival  style  house  with  a rock- 
face,  granite  foundation.  It  has  a pilastered  entry  with  sidelights,  entablature  and  attached  sheds. 


Edmund  Muzzy 

Edmund  Muzzy  purchased  this  property 
from  Cyrus  Rogers  in  1871.  Edmund  was 
born  in  Rutland  in  1822,  the  son  of  Capt. 
Sardine  Muzzy  and  Catherine  Bemis  Muzzy. 
In  1845,  he  married  Sarah  Estabrook  and 
they  lived  on  his  father’s  farm  in  West 
Rutland  until  moving  here  to  the  Town’s 
center.  After  his  wife’s  death,  he  later 
married  Mrs.  Charlotte  Bigelow.  Mr.  Muzzy 
worked  as  a carpenter  for  many  years  and 
was  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  He  died  in  1906. 


Following  his  death,  Edmund  Muzzy’s  daughters  sold  the  house  to  Sarah  J.  Munroe.  She  lived  here  until 
her  death  in  1923,  when  her  heirs  sold  the  house  to  Dennis  Smith  who  lived  next  door.  In  1929,  Dennis’ 
widow,  Lydia,  sold  the  house  to  their  son,  Lawrence.  He  lived  here  until  his  death  in  1958. 


Shoe  Cobbler 


Lawrence  had  a shoe  cohhling  business  in  the 
shed  behind  the  house  and  was  one  of  the  last  old 
fashioned  cobblers  in  Worcester  County. 
Lawrence’s  widow,  Elizabeth  “Bessie”  Smith 
lived  here  until  her  death  in  1978,  at  age 
90,  and  the  house  is  now  occupied  by 
their  daughter,  Esther  Smith  Murphy 
and  her  husband,  “Terry”  Murphy. 


Owner:  Elizabeth  B.  Smith 
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17  Scales  House 

18  Watson  Farm 

19  The  Gates  Place 

20  Holbrook  House 
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A one  and  one-half  story  Cape,  built  low  to  the  ground,  this  house  has  an  attached  ell  and  bam.  The 
house  has  side  lights  at  the  entry,  six-over-six  windows,  a gable  roof,  clapboard  siding  and  decorative 
columns.  The  house  abuts  the  entrance  to  Watson  Estates,  a housing  subdivision. 

Part  of  Watson  Farm 

In  1815,  Samuel  Watson  sold  10  acres  of  land  to  John  Woodbury,  a neighboring  farmer  in  Rutland.  The 
land  is  located  one-half  mile  east  of  the  meeting  house  (a  reference  point  referred  to  in  deeds  of  this  time 
period).  In  1834,  John  Woodbury  mortgaged  this  property  to  Joseph  Mason.  The  land  area  was 
described  as  9 acres  and  136  rods  with  farm  buildings  and  part  of  John  Woodbury’s  farm.  Joseph  Mason 
foreclosed  on  this  mortgage  shortly  thereafter  and  Cyrus  Rogers,  who  was  married  to  Abigail  Mason, 
built  two  houses  very  near  to  one  another  on  this  land. 

In  1836,  Cyrus  Rogers  sold  one-quarter 
acre  of  this  land  with  a dwelling  house 
very  near  the  road  to  a clothier,  Joel 
Gleason.  The  small  piece  of  land  and 
the  dwelling  house  changed  hands  a 
number  of  times,  being  sold  to  James 
Adams,  Ethan  Green,  James  Munroe, 

John  Greenleaf,  Eldora  Sanderson, 

Walter  Bartlett  and  Frank  Thayer 
between  1842  and  1910.  In  1910,  the 
Brown  family  purchased  this  house  and 
the  adjoining  parcel  which  also  had  a 
dwelling  on  it. 


For  10  years,  this  property  was  owned  by  Margaret  and  Maurice  Gordon  who,  in  1947,  sold  to  the  Scales 
family,  the  present  owners.  The  dwelling  on  the  larger  parcel  of  one  acre  was  destroyed  during  the 
Tornado  of  1953. 

A1  and  Phyllis  Scales  raised  their  children 
here  and  this  has  been  their  home  for 
more  than  50  years. 


Present  owners:  Albert  F.,  Jr.  and 

Phyllis  M. Scales 
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Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  13 

This  lot  lies  one-half  mile  easterly  of  the  meeting  house  and  was  laid  out  to  Graves  & Barnard. 

This  old  home  is  an  early  Federal  style  with  six  over  six  windows,  a pedimented  gable  with  dual  chimneys 
and  sidelights  at  the  entrance.  A 49-foot  chestnut  carrying  beam  in  the  upstairs  portion  of  this  house  is 
hand  hewn. 

In  the  oldest  section  of  the  house,  the  roof  boards  run  vertically  from  the  peak  to  the  eaves,  a technique 
used  in  the  early  days  of  Rutland  buildings. 

The  present  owners  have  installed  a brick  hearth  in  the  kitchen  and  a cobblestone  hearth  upstairs  for 
their  wood  stoves. 

Simon  Davis,  In 

Lt.  Simon  Davis,  Sr.  and  his  wife  Dorothy  were  from  Concord  and  came  to  Rutland  as  early  as  1720.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  Selectmen  and  played  a prominent  part  in  the  settling  of  Rutland.  One  of  their  eight 
children,  Simon  Davis,  Jr.,  born  in  1713,  married  Hannah  Gates  and  built  a farm  on  this  land  which  is 
on  the  northerly  side  of  the  Ten  Rod  Road,  now  Main  Street.  Here,  they  raised  nine  children  and  were 
active  and  respectable  members  of  society.  In  April,  1754,  Simon,  Jr.  died  suddenly  while  working  on  a 
house  in  Holden.  His  widow,  Hannah,  died  of  small  pox  in  1760. 

Their  son,  David  was  born  in  1739  and  married  Abigail  Brown  in  1 764-  On  April  16,  1765,  he  sold  the 
170  acre  farm  to  William  Smith  of  Weston,  MA. 

William  Smith 

Mr.  William  Smith  (1720-1772)  moved  to  the  farm  with  his  father  (a  blind  man)  and  a family  of  seven 
children  in  1765.  They  had  three  more  children  while  living  in  Rutland.  In  1790,  his  heirs  sold  93  acres 
to  Samuel  Smith  Watson. 

Watson 

John  Watson  and  his  wife  Thankfull  Watson  were  from  Leicester.  In  1761,  they  bought  the  tannery, 
land  and  buildings  owned  by  Simeon  Stone  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  Ten  Rod  Road  (opposite  the 
Rural  Cemetery).  John  carried  on  the  tanning  (converting  hides  into  leather)  and  currying  business  for 
many  years,  but  because  he  was  lame,  his  eldest  son,  Samuel,  succeeded  him  in  the  business. 

Samuel  Smith  Watson  was  born  in  1763  and  married  Eunice  Browning  in  1785.  In  1790,  he  purchased 
93  acres  and  buildings  from  the  heirs  of  William  Smith.  In  addition  to  continuing  his  father’s  tanning 
business,  as  noted  above,  he  served  the  Town  as  Selectman  (1795),  Treasurer  (1798  and  1800)  and  Town 
Clerk  (1802).  In  1827,  Samuel  sold  the  93 -acre  farm  to  Luke  Baker.  Under  mutual  agreement,  they 
both  continued  to  occupy  the  farm  and  Baker  provided  one-half  of  the  produce  to  the  Watsons.  Luke 
Baker  died  in  1847  and  Samuel  Watson  died  in  1851.  The  property,  containing  84  acres,  was  sold,  in 
1851,  to  Nathaniel  Armington,  with  the  understanding  that  Armington  would  fulfill  the  contract  to 
provide  for  Mrs.  Watson,  who  still  lived  at  the  farm.  She  died  in  1857  at  age  96. 
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Subsequent  Owners 


Following  the  Armingtons,  the  farm  was  sold  to  Brigham  Pierce  (1867-1883),  to  George  Armitage  and, 
in  1902,  to  Mary  and  Edward  Viner.  The  Viners  operated  the  farm  of  approximately  60  acres  for  30 
years;  Stanley  Busch  farmed  here  for  1 1 years  and  Roland  and  Cecile  Gagnon  lived  here  for  40  years. 


In  1983,  63  acres  were  sold  to  the  present  owners,  James  and  Janet  Leger.  They  retained  the  house  and 
1.26  acres  when,  in  1992,  they  sold  the  remainder  of  the  farm  to  C<StS  Builders  who  built  48  houses  in 
appropriately  named  Watson  Estates. 


Present  owners: 

James  M.  and  Janet  Leger 
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Part  of  Original  Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  6 

This  property,  east  of  the  center  of  Rutland,  was  part  of  Lot  No.  6 laid  out  to  Simon  Davis.  The  entire 
lot  contained  all  the  land  from  Edson  Avenue,  easterly,  including  the  neighboring  property  of  the 
Holbrook  house  on  Main  Street  opposite  the  Rutland  Rural  Cemetery. 


King’s  Tavern 
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Ebenezer  King  and  his  wife,  Mary,  were  from  Danvers.  He  bought  the  Simon  Davis  property  and  for 
many  years  Ebenezer  and  his  sons  maintained  a tavern  on  the  westerly  end  of  the  land. 
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In  1814,  the  heirs  of  Ebenezer’s  son,  Lt.  Joseph  King,  sold  eight  acres  of  land  with  a tanner’s  yard  (see 
glossary)  and  other  buildings  to  Jonas  How.  When  How  sold  in  1820  to  Thomas  Davis,  the  deed  refers 
to  a bark  mill  and  other  buildings.  There  haye  been  several  uses  of  this  property  over  the  years,  including 
the  tannery,  a bark  house  and  a carriage  house.-  . The  first  deed  which  specifically  refers  to  a dwelling 
house  dates  to  1837. 


The  house  is  a one  and  one-half  story  Cape,  clapboarded  and  built  low  to  the  ground.  It  includes  a bay 
window  and  an  ell  with  an  attached  barn  in  the  rear  which  was  rebuilt  following  the  tornado  that  swept 
through  Rutland  in  1953.  A porch  is  a more  recent  addition  and  dormers  were  added  to  the  upstairs  by 
Chester  Oliver  (1949-1971). 

Sound  of  a Crying  Baby 

By  1880,  the  property  was  owned  by  George  Gates.  His  widow,  Hattie  Gates,  sold  the  property  in  1923 
to  George  Miles,  but  continued  to  live  there  and  pay  rent  for  her  lifetime.  We  have  been  unable  to 
determine  any  stories  that  might  explain  the  sound  of  a crying  baby  which  has  been  heard  in  the  house 
from  time  to  time.  It  is  not  a frightening  sound  and  perhaps  is  just  the  wind  whistling  through  the  old 
house,  but  the  story  goes  with  the  house  and  perhaps,  someday,  an  explanation  may  be  discovered. 
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Chester  and  Grace  (Welch)  Oliver 
purchased  the  property  in  1949  and 
lived  there  with  their  family  until  it 
was  sold  to  Kenneth  and  the  late  Ann 
Marie  Gordon  in  1971.  To  make  more 
room  for  their  five  children,  Mr. 
Gordon  added  a second  story  over  the 
kitchen  and  has  recently  renovated 
the  kitchen  area. 


Owner:  Kenneth  M.  Gordon 


0 


145  Maim  Slreel  TLe  .HolLrooL  H 


Property  with  a Tannery 

The  land  for  this  property  was  laid  out  to  Simon  Davis,  the  original  Proprietor. 

It  was  to  the  right  of  his  Lot  No.  6 and  was  owned  for  many  years  by  Ebenezer 
King  and  his  descendants. 

In  1 746,  Benjamin  Stearns  sold  to  Simeon  Stone  10  acres  of  land  with  the  frame 
of  a dwelling  house.  In  1761,  Simeon  Stone  sold  to  John  Watson,  a house,  bam,  his 
tan  house  (tannery)  and  33  acres  of  land.  John  Watson  carried  on  the  operation 
of  tanning  here  until  his  son,  Samuel,  took  over  the  business. 

Hides  drying. 

Apple  Orchards  on  Picturesque  Property 

For  more  than  250  years,  seven  owners  have  farmed  this  beautiful  property  located  at  the  foot  of  Pound 
Hill,  across  from  the  Rural  Cemetery.  The  three-bay,  18th  century  farmhouse  with  a gable-end  entrance 
has  bravely  withstood  many  seasons.  The  apple  orchards  next  to  the  house  can  still  be  seen  from  Main 
Street,  or  the  old  Ten  Rod  Road,  as  it  was  originally  named. 

The  32  acre  farm  was  known  as  the  “Flagg  Place”  since  Warren  and  Eunice  Estabrook  Flagg  and  their 
family  farmed  there  during  the  early  1800s  until  it  was  sold  to  Oliver  Fairbanks  in  1855.  He  increased 
the  holdings  to  77  acres,  clearing  woodlots  and  improving  the  farm  during  his  family’s  54  year  residence. 
The  stone  quarry  located  on  the  property  was  undoubtedly  operated  during  this  time. 

Holbrook  Family 

In  1909,  Anthony  Holbrook  began  his  family’s  tenure  on  this  interesting  property  with  its  old  farm  pond, 
well  preserved  stone  walls  and  wildflower  meadow.  Some  present-day  Rutland  residents  will  remember 
seeing  Alma  Holbrook,  Anthony’s  granddaughter,  working  in  her  denim  overalls  and  colorful  straw  hat, 
continuing  the  task  of  clearing  brush  and  maintaining  the  gardens. 


Alma  recalled  that,  during  her  childhood,  the 
surrounding  land  was  all  cleared  farmland 
and  from  her  second-floor  bedroom,  she  could 
see  the  lights  of  the  Crosby  farmhouse  on 
Bear  Hill,  now  55  Brintnal  Drive,  some 
two  miles  away.  Alma  died  suddenly  in 
1991  without  leaving  a will.  Her  three 
nieces  inherited  the  property. 
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The  Trustees  of  Reservations 


One  of  the  nieces,  Barbara  Phillips, 
made  a gift  of  her  share  to  The 
Trustees  of  Reservations,  a nonprofit 
conservation  organization  dedicated 
to  the  preservation  of  land. 

Alma  had  left  numerous  written 
statements  expressing  her  wishes  that 
the  farm  remain  undeveloped. 
However,  the  remaining  two-thirds 
were  sold  by  the  other  nieces  to 
Clealand  Blair,  a local  developer. 


As  co-owners,  the  Trustees  of  Reservations  are  committed  to  maintaining  the  property  to  carry  out 
Alma’s  vision  and  they  are  hopeful  they  will  be  able  to  reach  an  agreement  with  Clealand  Blair  to  enable 
them  to  preserve  this  piece  of  history  and  restore  it  for  the  enjoyment  of  future  generations. 


Present  owners:  Clealand  Blair  and  The  Trustees  of  Reservations 
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21  Sylvestor  Prescott  House 

22  The  Davis  Farm 
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23  The  Steams  House 

24  The  Wesson  House 

25  The  Jonas  Stone  Farm 

s / 

0 

26  School  House  District  No.  5 

27  Windy  Knoll  Farm 

28  Cullen  Farm 

29  Mattson  / Arlin  House 

30  Welch  Farm 

31  Windy  Maples  Farm 

32  Takala  Homestead 
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Estes  Hatch/Thomas  Eustis 

The  land  where  this  house  now  stands  was  laid  out  to  Estes  Hatch  to  the  right  of  Proprietor’s  Lot  No. 
11.  Thomas  Eustis  was  the  owner  of  69  acres  of  land  at  this  site  with  the  buildings  before  the 
Revolutionary  War.  In  1796,  he  sold  his  holdings  to  Ephraim  Allen. 

The  rectangular  two  and  one-half  story  house  has  a three  bay  facade.  The  main  entrance  has  a pedi- 
mented  portico  supported  by  simple  columns,  with  side  lights  at  the  doorway.  The  gable  roof  has  two 
chimneys.  An  open  porch,  supported  by  decorative  columns,  is  on  the  side. 

A small  building  was  erected  on  the  property  for  Helene  Irish  to  practice  her  skills  at  producing  wreaths 
and  other  craft  items.  Recently,  they  have  expanded  the  house  with  additional  garage  and  living  space. 
Evidence  that  this  house  has  had  a long  history  can  be  seen  in  the  long  beams  with  markings  on  them 
and  remaining  stairways  that  survived  many  footsteps  of  the  past. 

Emery  Parker 

Emery  Parker  became  the  owner  of  Lot  No.  1 1 and  lived  there  on  Maple  Avenue  until  purchasing  this  73 
acre  farm  and  the  buildings  in  1 828  from  the  heirs  of  Joseph  King.  Emery  farmed  here  for  35  years,  purchasing 
additional  acreage  from  George  Estabrook.  When  Emery  sold  in  1863,  the  farm  comprised  100  acres. 

Svlvestor  Prescott 

Sylvestor  Prescott  was  a highly  respected  resident  of  Rutland.  He  was  a native  of  West  Boylston,  born 
in  1812.  He  resided  in  West  Boylston,  became  an  expert  writer  and  was  a trunk  maker.  In  1836,  he 
married  Triphena  Fairbanks  and  they  were  the  parents  of  nine  children. 

In  1864,  he  bought  this  property  and  over  the  years  made  many  improvements  to  the  farm  and  raised 
general  farm  products.  Sylvestor  never  held  elected  public  office,  but  served  the  town  of  Rutland  as  a 
constable  and  highway  surveyor.  He  was  a trustee  of  the  Rural  Cemetery  and  a founding  member  of  the 
Rutland  Farmer’s  Club.  He  was  a member  of  the  Sunnyside  Improvement  Society.  This  group  did  much 
to  beautify  Maple  Avenue.  They  were  also  called  the  Southside  Improvement  Society  and  they  planted 
numerous  shade  trees,  as  well  as  petitioning  for  other  improvements.  They  enjoyed  many  social  occasions 
as  a group  of  friends  and  neighbors.  Prescott  Street  was  undoubtedly  named  for  Sylvestor  Prescott  to 
commemorate  his  long  tenure  at  this  location. 


Rutland  Cottage  Dining  Room,  Rutland  Cottage 


40 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prescott  celebrated  more  than  60  years  of  marriage  and  some  of  their  descendants  still  are 
enjoying  Rutland;  fifth  generation  descendants,  the  Mixter  family  and  Lloyd  “Pinky”  Prescott,  as  well  as 
Pinky’s  daughter  and  grandchildren. 


Subsequent  Owners 

Following  the  turn  of  the  century,  Sylvestor  Prescott 
sold  the  farm  and  79  acres  to  David  Butler  and  others 
and,  in  1914,  heirs  of  David  Butler  sold  to  Charles 
Carroll  and  Willard  Howes.  Evidence  of  their  tenure 
on  the  property  can  he  found  in  pictures  of  the  house. 
A postcard,  which  was  mailed  in  1915,  depicts  the  house 
(called  Rutland  Cottage)  when  it  was  operating  as  a 
private  sanatorium  for  tubercular  patients.  The 
present  owner  has  attractive  labels  which  would  have 
been  attached  to  shipping  boxes  for  the  fruit  company 
located  at  the  property  named  “Carroll  and  Howes 
Naquag  Farm.” 


In  1941,  William  and  Hannah  Antilla 
were  the  owners.  They  sold  small 
parcels  of  land  where  Thomas  Mattson 
and  Reino  Kytola  built  houses  adjoining 
this  farm.  Onni  and  Edith  Heiniluoma 
purchased  the  property  from  Antilla  in 
1952  and  raised  their  family  here,  selling 
the  surrounding  acreage  to  their  children. 
The  remaining  1 .56  acres  and  the  buildings 
were  sold  to  the  present  owners,  Wayne 
and  Helene  Irish,  in  1983. 


Present  owners:  Wayne  A.  and  Helene  E.  Irish 
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This  Federal  style  home,  built  in  the  1700s,  is  set  low  to  the  ground  and  has  a gabled  roof.  There  have 
been  additions  over  the  years,  including  an  attached  ell  and  open  porch  with  decorative  columns. 
Another  traditional  feature  is  the  paneled  door  with  sidelights. 

167  Years  in  the  Davis  Family 

Nathan  Davis  purchased  this  farm  in  the  early  1730s  from  land  granted  to  Simon  Davis  and  Moses 
Howe.  He  sold  the  property  in  1740  to  his  brother,  Ephraim.  Ephraim  (1705-1778)  came  from  Concord 
and  purchased  the  farm  four  years  after  his  marriage  to  Rebekah  Danforth  in  1736  and  the  farm  continued 
in  the  Davis  family  for  167  years.  One  of  the  first  deacons  in  the  Congregational  Church,  Ephraim  was 
an  active  citizen  who,  along  with  his  brother  Nathan,  served  as  Alarm  Men  in  the  militia  in  1775. 
Ephraim  and  his  wife  raised  10  children  on  this  74  acre  farm.  The  farm  was  passed  down  to  Samuel 
Davis  (1746-1799),  who  also  had  married  a woman  named  Rebecca  just  before  the  Revolution  and  then 
to  their  son,  Silas.  Silas  died  in  1837  at  61  years  of  age  leaving  seven  children  and  his  wife,  Dolly,  who 
continued  to  live  there  for  40  more  years.  Dolly’s  son,  William  W.  Davis  (1809-1877),  married  Mary 
Bartlett  Jones  and  took  over  the  farm,  raising  their  10  children  on  this  property,  which  bordered  the 
town  of  Holden.  Davis  descendants,  Scott  and  Diana,  still  live  in  Rutland. 

Influx  of  Finnish  Families 

The  Davis  tradition  was  broken  in  1897  by  Emory  Lawrence,  who  purchased  the  farm  and 
lived  there  13  years  until  his  sudden  death  at  the  age  of  51.  Mr.  Lawrence  had 
been  an  engineer  at  the  pumping  station  when  the  Rutland  waterworks  was 
constructed  and  was  also  said  to  be  a prosperous  farmer.  The  Prescott  Street 
farm  was  then  in  the  care  of  several  Scandinavian  families.  Emil  and  Kristiina 
(known  as  Minnie)  Taipale  moved  with  their  daughter,  Linnea,  (who  later  married 
Arvo  Korpi),  from  Worcester  just  prior  to  World  War  I.  The  Taipales  ran  a 
successful  dairy  farm  at  this  site.  Emil  and  Minnies  family  including  his  brother, 
Miilo  Taipale,  also  settled  in  Rutland,  thus  adding  to  the  influx  of  Finnish  families  coming 
from  Worcester  to  Rutland  during  this  time.  Miilo  lived  across  the  street  on  the  east  side  of  Emil.  He 
provided  transportation  to  the  local  school  house;  first  with  a team  of  horses  and  then  with  a small 
school  bus.  Marjorie,  widow  of  Miilo’s  son,  Eino,  lives  on  part  of  this  farm  land. 
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The  property  was  then  divided. 
George  and  Arlene  Marden  bought 
6.91  acres  and  made  many  changes  to 
the  house.  June  and  Everett  Willey 
purchased  the  house  in  1972  and 
raised  their  four  daughters  there 
before  selling  the  home  in  1988  to  the 
Miner  family.  Jeffrey  and  Wendy 
Miner  are  the  present  owners  of  the 
property  and  live  there  with  their 
children.  Jeffrey’s  parents,  Forrest  and 
Miriam  Miner,  also  live  in  the 
attached  apartment.  The  property  was 
once  one  of  only  two  or  three  farms 
on  the  street,  but  is  now  surrounded 
by  dozens  of  homes. 


Present  owners:  Jeffrey  F.  and  Wendy  Miner 
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This  Cape  style  home,  built  in  the  early  1800s,  is  at  the  intersection  of  Maple  Avenue  and  Prescott 
Street.  It  is  a one  and  one-half  story  house,  with  a gable  roof  and  a portico  with  ornamentation,  and 
decorative  columns.  Alterations  have  been  made,  a four  window  dormer  has  been  added  to  the  front 
and  also  additions  to  the  side  and  rear  of  the  house. 

House  Lot  No.  9 

This  Cape  is  situated  on  House  Lot  No.  9 assigned  to  proprietor  Josiah  Haynes.  Josiah  sold  it  to 
Jonathan  Davis,  one  of  the  earliest  Selectmen  of  Rutland,  and  then  to  Daniel  Davis  (d.  1764).  Daniel 
Davis  was  also  a Selectman  and  an  “Alarm  Man”  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  and  his  wife,  Lydia, 
were  early  settlers  of  Rutland  and  raised  five  children.  The  home  was  passed  to  Daniel  Davis,  Jr.  (1730- 
1783),  who  had  five  children  with  his  wife,  Sarah,  and  then  two  more  girls  by  his  second  wife,  the  widow, 
Amittai  Gray.  The  original  home  was  used  as  a tavern  during  its  early  days. 

Rutland  Private  Sanatorium  Association 

The  property  was  purchased  in  1870  by  Levi 
H.  Stearns  who  maintained  it  for  45  years. 
In  1912,  a group  of  individuals  involved  in 
managing  private  sanatoriums  for  the  treatment 
of  tuberculosis  organized  an  association  called 
Rutland  Private  Sanatorium  Association  and 
purchased  the  farm  and  40  acres  of  land  from 
Mr.  Stearns  in  1915. 

The  dwelling  and  barn  were  assessed  at 
$2,800  and,  over  the  next  eight  years,  the 
organization  changed  its  name  to  the  Central 
New  England  Sanatorium.  The  CNES  had 
dreams  of  building  a huge  facility  at  this  location.  However,  they  never  realized  those  dreams  and,  in  1923, 
sold  to  Clarence  L.  Bonker  this  house  and  one  acre  of  land.  The  remainder  of  the  land  of  the  original 
farm  was  sold  by  CNES  and  is  part  of  the  area  where  the  government  built  the  Rutland  Veterans 
Administration  Hospital.  The  hospital  opened  in  1923. 

Clarence  and  Sadie  Mason  purchased 
the  house  in  1947  and  lived  there  for 
17  years  while  Clarence  worked  next 
door  at  the  Rutland  Veterans 
Administration  Hospital.  Keith  and 
Susan  Whitcher  purchased  the  prop- 
erty in  1964  from  the  Masons.  Susan 
has  maintained  the  property  for  36 
years,  making  improvements  to  the 
home  which  still  borders  the  former 
Rutland  Heights  Hospital  land. 

Present  owner:  Susan  M.  Whitcher 
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This  one  and  one-half  story,  clapboarded  Cape  is  located  three-quarters  of  a mile  south  of  the  center. 
The  house  had  a simple  portico  with  plain  columns.  Two  dormers  were  added,  one  to  the  back  and  one 
to  the  front  of  the  house.  The  doorway  has  pilasters  on  either  side,  and  dentils  over  the  door.  The  house 
also  has  six  over  six  windows  and  a central  chimney. 

Tin  Peddler 

Lemuel  Coolidge  had  a farm  on  the  west  side  of  Maple  Avenue  and  sold  some  of  the  land  to  Elisha 
Hubbard  of  Holden,  who  built  a home  on  the  property  in  the  early  1840s.  Elisha  was  married  to 
Caroline  Coolidge.  Mr.  Hubbard  was  said  to  be  a tin  peddler  who  kept  his  wares  in  the 
sheds  which  were  attached  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  house. 

105  Years  of  Wesson  Family 


The  12  acre  property  was  sold  in  1856  by  William  W.  Davis  to  Chloe  (Potter)  and  Cyrus  Wesson  who 
were  very  active  in  the 
Congregational  Church  and  town 
affairs.  Cyrus  was  also  a sergeant  in  E 
Co.,  51st  Massachusetts  regiment  and 
Chloe  was  a charter  member  of  the 
Womans  Relief  Corps,  G.A.R.  Mr. 

Wesson  died  in  1898  at  77.  One  of  their 
five  children,  James,  came  back  to 
Rutland  from  the  west  to  help  his 
mother  care  for  the  home.  Chloe  died 
in  1910. 


James  married  Sara  Doblin  of  Rutland 
in  1911  and  lived  at  the  Maple 
Avenue  home  for  many  years.  Eventually,  a niece,  Henrietta  Warshauer,  inherited  the  property  and  sold 
it.  One  of  the  descendants  recently  visited  Rutland  and  recalled  that  the  sheds  attached  to  the  house  had 
been  a shoe  shop  at  one  time.  It  is  known  as  the  Wesson  House  today  as  members  of  the  Wesson  family 
lived  in  the  home  for  105  years. 


The  current  owners,  Patricia  and 
Stephen  Nowak,  have  lived  in  the 
home  since  1988  and  have  lovingly 
maintained  this  charming  Cape. 
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Present  owners: 

Patricia  M.  and  Stephen  G.  Nowak 
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This  farm  was  laid  out  on  a part  of  the  106  acre  property  of  Jonathan  Sewell.  This  well-kept  farmhouse 
was  a one  story  house  originally.  Many  alterations  and  additions  have  taken  place  since  the  original 
structure  was  built.  This  timber  framed  house  has  a rubble  stone  foundation  and  a gable  roof  with  two 
chimneys.  The  main  entrance  has  a pedimented  portico  with  bracketed  columns.  The  side  of  the  house 
has  a bay  window  and  a full  length  porch  supported  by  bracketed  columns  on  the  first  story  and  a partial 
porch  on  the  second  story.  A stately  bam  is  attached  to  the  ell  of  the  house  beyond  the  woodshed. 

The  Stone  Farm 

Simeon  Stone  and  his  wife,  Hannah,  came  to  Rutland  from  Framingham  and  set  up  a tannery  business 
in  town.  He  purchased  this  property  in  1761  and  built  a home  here.  In  1781,  the  farm  was  sold  to  his 
son,  Jonas  (1752-1846),  with  a few  stipulations  such  as  sharing  the  taxes  and  profits  from  the  farm.  Also, 
if  Simeon  should  die  before  his  wife,  Hannah,  Jonas  must  provide  his  mother  with  “two  good  cows,  three 
sheep,  a horse  to  go  to  meeting,  one  quarter  of  the  produce  grown,  and  a cord  of  sound  wood  cut  to  fit 
the  fire  and  placed  by  the  door.”  Jonas  did  have  to  provide  for  his  mother  for  16  years  until  her  death 
in  1801.  He  farmed  the  land,  which  is  located  one  mile  south  of  the  town  center,  for  67  years  until  it 
was  sold  by  his  son,  Sewell  Stone,  to  the  highest  bidder,  Caleb  Wheeler. 

Public  Auction  of  Rutland  Farms 

Dr.  Edward  Robbins,  a Boston  physician,  purchased  several  farms  in  Rutland,  including  the  Stone  farm. 
These  farms,  which  totaled  hundreds  of  acres,  ended  up  being  sold  at  public  auction  on  June  6,  1850  by 
Selby  Auctioneers.  George  Phelps  purchased  the  farm  at  this  auction. 

Sunnvside  Improvement  Society 

The  property  then  had  several  owners  for  short  periods  of  time  until  1865,  when  Silas  F.  Davis  sold  the 
farm  to  his  brother,  Hiram  Jones  Davis  (1836-1916).  H.  Jones  was  a farmer  and  a shoemaker  and  he, 
along  with  his  wife,  Caroline  (Scott) 

Davis,  raised  their  seven  children  on 
this  farm.  Eventually,  they  sold  a portion 
of  the  farm  on  the  west  side  of  Maple 
Avenue  to  their  son,  Howard  Scott  Davis 
(1884-1964).  The  Davises  were  very 
active  in  the  Congregational  Church 
and  H.  Jones  was  the  first  President  of 
the  Sunnyside  Improvement  Society. 

This  organization  planted  the  stately 
maple  trees  we  see  along  Maple  Avenue 
today.  The  farm  was  in  the  Davis  family 
for  52  years  and  was  then  sold  to  the 
Darrah  family. 
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Eighty  Years  in  the  Darrah  Family 


Chauncey  G.  Darrah  purchased  the  farm  in  1917  following  the  death  of  H.  Jones 
and  Caroline  Davis.  Chauncey  and  his  wife,  Kate,  raised  their  son,  David,  there. 
Chauncey  farmed  the  land  and  he  also  had  an  enthusiasm  for  whittling,  carving 
many  toys  for  David.  In  the  1920s,  Chauncey  plowed  up  a stone  which  had  the 
shape  of  a dog  and  had  his  son,  David,  paint  a collar  on  it.  The  stone  dog  still 
adorns  the  front  lawn. 


The  farm  was  also  enjoyed  by  the  children 
from  the  Children’s  Friend  Society  who 
the  Darrahs  took  into  their  home.  David 
married  Anna  Darrah  and  raised  their 
two  children,  Phyllis  and  Alan,  on  the 
farm.  Alan  and  his  mother  still  live 
there.  The  property  has  one  of  the  most 
panoramic  views  in  Rutland.  On  a clear 
day,  you  can  see  Boston’s  Prudential 
Center  from  the  backyard.  The  Darrah 
family  has  maintained  this  immaculate 
property  for  over  80  years  with  a deep 
appreciation  of  its  history. 


Present  owner:  Alan  D.  Darrah 
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In  1751,  the  Town  of  Rutland  situated  a school 
house  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Paxton.  By  1 786, 
there  were  20  area  families  served  by  this  school 
which  was  known  as  School  District  No.  5. 


By  1828,  it  was  located  by  Irish  Lane,  approxi- 
mately two  miles  from  the  Meeting  House  and 
111  students  were  being  instructed  here. 

By  1844,  the  school  was  in  a state  of  disrepair, 
but  since  the  families  living  in  the  school  district 
had  to  bear  the  cost  of  repair,  they  consistently 
voted  not  to  repair,  build,  or  locate  a new  one. 
They  held  meetings  in  their  homes  to  discuss  the  school  situation.  Children  attending  were  ages  4 to 
16  and  winter  and  summer  sessions  were  held. 


New  School 

The  residents  of  the  area  finally  relented, 
agreed  to  raise  $375  and,  by  1850,  they  hired 
Edwin  Henry  to  paint  and  clapboard  a new 
school  at  its  present  location  at  the  corner  of 
Kenwood  Drive  and  Maple  Avenue.  The 
small  parcel  of  land  which  contained  the 
school  was  sold  to  the  District  by  Luke 
Robinson  in  1852.  An  addition  and  exten- 
sive repairs  were  made  in  1891,  including 
new  sills,  a roof  and  a new  chimney.  This 
addition  apparently  burned  some  years  ago.  It  was  maintained  as  a school  until  1902  when  it  was  pur- 
chased from  the  Town  by  Charles  Spooner  who  farmed  the  nearby  land. 

The  Boquist  Family 

In  1909,  it  was  sold  to  John  Henry  Boquist. 
Members  of  the  Boquist  family  have  occu- 
pied the  building  as  a dwelling  until  the  pres- 
ent time.  The  present  residents  are  Carl  E., 
Jr.  and  Janice  Boquist. 


School  District  No.  5 
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Present  owners: 

Carl  E.,  Jr.  and  Janice  Boquist 
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This  farm  is  situated  on  Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  59  on  a rustic  lane  on  the  easterly  side  of  Maple  Avenue, 
about  one  mile  south  of  the  center.  Farming  has  been  carried  on  at  this  picturesque  property  for  almost 
300  years.  The  Federal  style  farmhouse  is  bright  and  cheery  with  exposed  beams  and  wide  pine  floors. 


Eleazer  Heywood  was  the  original  proprietor  of  this  lot.  He  was  married  to  Azuba and  the  first 

of  their  three  children  was  born  in  1728.  He  was  active  in  the  town  and  in  his  church. 


Andrews  and  Gates  Families 


Eleazer  sold  the  farm  to  Michael  Metcalf  after  1733.  Mr.  Metcalf  purchased  153  acres  of  land  which  was 
the  original  house  lot,  meadow  lot  and  a first  division  of  upland  with  a dwelling  house  and  barn.  In 
1751,  he  sold  the  property  to  John  Andrews. 


John  Andrews  and  his  wife,  Hannah,  had  one  child,  daughter  Sarah,  who,  in  1757,  was  married  to  Capt. 
Zacheus  Gates  of  Leicester.  At  the  time  of  their  marriage,  her  parents  deeded  one-half  of  the  property 
to  them  with  the  understanding  that  John  and  Hannah  would  continue  to  occupy  the  farm  with  them 
and  at  their  death,  the  whole  farm  would  pass  to  Sarah  and  her  husband.  The  parents  would  receive 
one-half  of  the  produce  and  income  as  long  as  they  lived. 


Zacheus  and  Sarah  raised  nine  children  on  the  farm.  He  held  offices  in  the  town  and  the  militia  and 
was  an  excellent  farmer.  Following  his  death,  Sarah  and  several  of  their  children  sold  the  220  acre  farm 
in  1793. 


The  Sumner  Farm 

Samuel  King  was  the  owner  for  almost  twenty  years  until  his  estate  deeded  190  acres  and  the  farm  to 
Elisha  and  Nancy  Sumner  of  Milton,  MA.  in  1815.  They  farmed  here  and,  following  their  deaths,  the 
farm  of  160  acres  was  transferred,  in  1850,  to  Ivory  Wales. 


Ivory  Wales 

Ivory  Wales  (1819-1906)  was  born  in  Maine.  He  married  Rebecca  Sargent  in  1847  and  they  raised  their 
family  at  the  farm.  They  were  active  members  of  the  Rutland  Congregational  church.  In  addition  to  his 
farming  duties,  Ivory  laid  many  of  the  stone  walls  on  farms  in  Rutland  and  the  surrounding  towns.  He  also 
put  in  many  foundations  for  houses  and 
barns  in  Rutland  until  1896.  His  wife  died 
in  1899. 


His  son,  Warren  Wales,  continued  to 
maintain  the  farm.  His  father  made  his 
home  with  him  until  his  death  at  age  87. 
During  this  time  period,  the  road  to  the 
property  was  known  as  Wales  Court. 


Drurv  Lane 

The  lane  leading  from  Maple  Avenue  to  the  farm  is  presently  shown  on  the  Town  records  as  Drury  Lane. 
Frederick  Drury  was  the  owner  from  1912  to  1921,  when  he  sold  to  Heljadorus  and  Mary  Heiniluoma. 

Heiniluoma  Family  - Rutland  Dairy 

“Helia”  Heiniluoma  came  to  Worcester,  MA  from 
Finland  in  1905.  He  was  the  first  of  the  Finnish  farmers 
to  come  to  Rutland  when  he  farmed  at  the  Mann’s 
farm  on  Hillside  Road  (1911-1912).  In  1921,  he,  his 
wife  and  four  children  returned  to  Rutland,  having 
lived  in  Worcester  and  Hubbardston  in  the  interim. 

He  farmed  the  land  and  operated  a sizeable  dairy.  The 
milk  bottles  were  imprinted  “Rutland  Dairy  - H. 

Heiniluoma.”  Their  children  were  raised  on  the  farm: 

Onni  born  1912,  Olavi  b.  1914,  Linnea  b.  1916  and 
Oiva  b.  1919.  Following  the  death  of  the  parents,  the 
farm  was  sold,  in  1957,  to  Geno  and  Mary  Rotti. 

Dairy  Farm  and  Farm  Stand 

Geno  Rotti  continued  to  operate  a dairy  farm  here  for  31  years  under  the  name  of 
Windy  Knoll  Farm.  In  1989,  the  farm  was  sold  to  Richard  Schultz  and  Florence 
Favreau  who  continue  to  carry  on  the  historical  tradition  of  maintaining  dairy  cows 
at  this  location. 

Presently,  the  operating  dairy  farm  exports  high  pedigreed  embryos  and  cattle  all  over  the  world.  The 
development  rights  have  been  sold  to  the  state  of  Massachusetts.  Thus,  it  is  ensured  that  this  property 
will  remain  a farm  for  all  to  enjoy. 


n 


The  Heiniluoma  Family 


A quaint  store  named  Flo’s  Country  Farm  Stand 
offers  home  grown  and  homemade  goods  all  year, 
as  well  as  fresh  milk  and  eggs. 


Present  owners: 

Richard  E.  Schultz  and  Florence  E.  Favreau 


There  are  exceptional  views  from  this  farm,  especially  of  Boston  and  Mount  Monadnock,  as  well  as  the 
surrounding  countryside. 
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This  house,  built  circa  1762,  has  a gable  roof  and  two  chimneys.  The  facade  has  a pedimented  entrance  and 
the  windows  have  12  over  12  panes.  An  ell  is  located  in  the  rear.  The  exterior  is  of  weathered  clapboards 
and  the  house  has  a rubble  foundation. 

Peter  Moore 

Peter  Moore  was  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Rutland.  The  General  Court,  in  1715,  reserved  1000  acres 
of  land  and  called  it  the  Province  or  Artillery  Farm.  The  northern  500  acres  of  this  parcel  were  laid  out 
to  Peter  Moore.  Most  of  this  land  became  part  of  the  Town  of  Paxton  when  it  became  a separate  town 
in  1765.  Peter  was  one  of  the  officers  chosen  at  the  first  Rutland  Town  Meeting  in  1722  as  a Sealer  of 
Leather.  He  and  his  wife,  Mary,  lived  by  the  road  leading  from  Rutland  to  the  Province  Farm,  now  called 
Maple  Avenue.  They  had  a large  family  born  between  1722  and  1739. 

David  Bent 

Lucy  Moore,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  Moore,  was  bom  in  Rutland  11  January,  1733.  She  was  married 
3 April,  1751  to  David  Bent.  In  deeds  dated  4 July,  1751,  Peter  Moore  of  Rutland  in  consideration  of 
“the  fatherly  love,  good  will  and  affection  which  I have  and  do  bear  unto  my  well  beloved  son-in-law, 
David  Bent,  Blacksmith,  and  to  his  wife,  Lucy  Bent,  my  daughter,  both  of  Rutland  for  the  sum  of  52 
pounds,  five  shillings  and  four  pence,  convey  a tract  or  parcel  of  land  containing  about  49  acres,  part 
swamp  and  part  upland,  in  the  easterly  part  of  my  farm.” 

David  Bent  was  an  active  and  useful  citizen,  held  many  offices  in  the  Town  of  Rutland  and  was  Captain 
of  the  Alarm  men  and  militia  during  the  Revolutionary  War  in  which  he  took  an  active  part.  He  and 
his  wife,  Lucy,  had  11  children  born  from  1751  to  1776.  For  his  second  wife  he  married,  in  1783,  Mrs. 
Martha  Browning.  By  1768,  the  residents  of  Rutland  living  near  Paxton  asked  to  be  set  off  to  Paxton. 
The  only  resident  in  the  area  not  “set  off’  was  David  Bent.  Capt.  Bent  died  in  1798  at  age  68. 

loseph  Bartlett 

Joseph  Bartlett  purchased  a part  of  the  Bent  farm  and  built  a small  log  cabin  on  the  property.  He  married 
Lydia  Cooledge  of  Westborough.  In  1760,  he  sold  his  farm  to  Ebenezer  Frost  and  bought  a neighboring 
farm  of  102  acres.  Joseph  s son,  Adonijah,  married,  in  1 784,  Ruth  Frost,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Ruth  Frost. 

Ebenezer  Frost 

Ebenezer  Frost  was  born  at  Cambridge,  MA  in  1725.  In  1762,  he  moved  to  the  farm  he  purchased  of 
Joseph  Bartlett  on  Wood  Hill.  Mr.  Frost  had  a good  farm  and  built  this  large  house  where  Joseph  Bartlett 
had  built  his  log  cabin.  Ebenezer  died  in  1787.  His  wife,  Ruth,  died  in  1821.  She  had  been  living  in 
Holden  with  their  son,  Dana. 

Dana  Frost 

Dana  Frost  (1773-1848),  following  the  death  of  his  father,  Ebenezer,  moved  the  buildings  on  this  farm 
to  the  present  site  to  be  nearer  the  road  and  the  school.  Dana  lived  for  many  years  in  Holden.  His  son, 
Freeman  Frost  and  his  wife,  Martha,  lived  here.  Dana  purchased  additional  parcels  of  neighboring  land 
and,  in  1834,  sold  the  farm  to  his  son,  Freeman.  The  Frost  factory  was  located  on  part  of  this  land  on 
the  easterly  side  of  the  road. 
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Freeman  and  Martha  Frost  had  six  children.  Their  first  child  was  born  in  Holden  in  1833  and  the  next 
five  in  Rutland  between  1838  and  1845.  They  sold  the  farm  of  247  acres,  on  which  they  were  living,  in 
1868,  to  Luther  Howard  of  Paxton. 

Michael  Cullen 

Michael  John  Cullen  was  born  in 
Waterford,  Ireland  in  1844,  son  of  John 
Cullen  and  Catherine  Murray.  He  was 
orphaned  at  the  age  of  five  and,  after 
the  Civil  War,  went  to  California 
where  his  five  uncles  had  moved.  After 
three  years  of  mining  gold  and  living 
the  rough  life  of  the  gold  camps,  he 
saved  enough  money  to  settle  down. 

He  returned  east  looking  for  family 
roots.  Michael  married  Margaret 
Fitzgerald.  She  had  been  born  in 
Ireland  in  1849. 

They  purchased  the  property  in  Rutland  from  Luther  Howard  in  1878.  The  farm  consisted  of  100  acres 
with  a house  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  road  and  a barn  and  shed  on  the  easterly  side  of  Maple  Avenue. 
They  moved  here  with  their  two  children  who  had  been  bom  in  Worcester,  MA  and  three  other  children 
were  bom  to  the  couple  after  settling  in  Rutland.  Margaret  died  in  1917  and  Michael  died  in  1923. 

Two  of  their  children  married  and  moved  from  the  farm  - Catherine  Cullen,  a nurse,  who  married 
George  Rice  in  1893  and  moved  to  his  farm  in  Rutland  and  Mary  who  married  Archibald  Parquette. 

Three  of  the  children  never  married  and  remained  at  the  farm  until  1956: 

Matthew  Cullen  (1880-1944),  a farmer,  Julia  (1882-1957),  and  Anna  (1887-1956). 

The  Parquette  Family 

Following  Anna  Cullen’s  death,  a grandson  of  Michael  Cullen,  Archer  Parquette,  son  of  Mary  Cullen 
and  Archibald  Parquette,  cleared  the  legal  hurdles  necessary  to  purchase  the  property  from  the  heirs  and 
moved  here  from  Watertown  in  1958  with  his  wife,  Madeline  Farmer  Parquette,  and  their  five  children. 
He  and  Madeline  raised  their  children  at  this  home  and  have  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  being  a part  of  the 
local  community. 

Before  moving  here  in  1958,  the  Parquettes 
made  extensive  renovations  to  the  aging 
farm.  To  quote  Archer  Parquette,  “Because 
of  the  ingenious  skill  of  our  Yankee  builders, 
the  house  is  still  a very  comfortable  home  - 
sunny  and  cheerful  to  live  in  and  easy  to 
heat.”  Archer  died  in  1997.  His  wife, 

Madeline,  continues  to  enjoy  the  picturesque 
property. 

Present  owner:  Madeline  F.  Parquette 
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Peter  Moored  Land 


Peter  Moore  and  his  wife,  Mary,  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  Town  of  Rutland.  In  the  first  divi- 
sion of  upland  in  May,  1723,  the  proprietors  granted  Peter  110  acres  as  the  right  to  additional  land 
beyond  his  house  Lot  No.  7.  Peter  Moore,  an  officer  in  the  town,  was  a Constable  (1731)  and  a Sealer 
of  Leather.  When  their  daughter,  Lucy  Moore,  married  David  Bent  in  1751,  her  father  deeded  to  her 
and  David  a parcel  of  land,  part  of  his  own  holdings.  David  and  Lucy  Bent  raised  a large  family  on  a 
farm  on  the  westerly  side  of  Maple  Avenue.  (See  Cullen  Farm). 

Darius  Bent,  grandson  of  Peter  Moore 

In  1797,  David  and  his  second  wife,  Martha  (Browning)  deeded  50  acres  of  land  on  the  westerly  part  of 
their  holdings  to  their  son,  Darius  Bent.  When  Darius  sold  the  property  in  1806,  there  were  68  acres 
with  buildings. 


This  farm,  with  the  original  house,  as  far  as  it  can  be  determined,  changed  hands  in  the  next  100  years 
as  it  passed  through  approximately  16  owners  with  none  of  the  owners  having  a long  tenure.  When  it 
was  sold  in  1913  to  Matti  Mattson,  the  farm  consisted  of  55.75  acres. 


Matti  and  Hilda  Mattson 

Matti  was  an  immigrant  from  Finland  who  came  to  Worcester  as  a young  man,  with  his  parents  and  two 
brothers.  Fie  married  Hilda  Laitila,  also  from  Finland,  who  arrived  in  Worcester,  MA  at  age  12  by  herself. 
Matti  and  Hilda  settled  on  Belmont  Hill  in  Worcester  and  worked  hard  to  earn  enough  money  to  move 
to  the  country  with  their  three  young  boys,  Eino,  Uno  (Thomas)  and  Walter.  Many  of  Rutland’s  Finnish 
families  had  settled  in  Rutland  to  farm,  including  the  Taipale  and  Laitila  families,  relatives  of  the  Mattsons. 

The  Farm  House 


The  house  itself  was  rather  small,  hut  it  had  extensive  shops  and  sheds  attached  in  a string  from  . 
the  back  of  the  house.  There  was  a spring  down  near  Stratton’s  brook  for  water  and  cooling  y 
of  the  milk,  as  well  as  a large  barn  for  cows  and  horses.  There  were  also  henhouses  and 
swine  pens.  A large,  stone,  cave-like  room  was  built  into  the  side  of  the  nearby  hill 
for  the  storage  of  food.  And,  yes,  the  Mattsons  soon  added  that  staple  of  Finnish  life  - 
a Sauna.  A fourth  child,  Lillian,  was  born  in  the  house  in  1917  and  Mrs.  Emma 
Matson,  (no  relation)  was  the  midwife. 

Sauna 

The  original  farmhouse  consisted  of  a large, 
warm  kitchen  in  the  back  of  the  house,  as 
well  as  a bedroom  with  a small  room  and  a 
large  parlor  in  the  front  and  two  bedrooms 
upstairs.  The  Cape  style  house  has  been 
altered  to  include  a picture  window  and  two 
enclosed  porches.  The  sunporch  was  added 
to  the  front  in  1925  and  indoor  plumbing 
was  added  in  1930. 
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Hilda  and  Matti  sold  15  acres  in  1929  to  allow  a road  to  Cool  Sandy  Beach  now  called  Welch  Avenue. 
An  unwritten  part  of  the  sale,  according  to  their  daughter,  was  that  the  Mattson  family  would  always 
have  unrestricted  use  of  the  beach  for  swimming.  The  family,  which  included  numerous  relatives  from 
Worcester,  had  been  owners  and  users  of  the  beachfront  since  1913. 


The  Mattsons  sold  the  property  to  Karl 
and  Tynne  Arlin  in  1944-  The  Arlins 
raised  their  family  here  and  remained 
on  the  property  for  50  years.  When  sold 
in  1995,  the  parcel  was  3.5  acres  with  a 
house;  36  acres  were  sold  earlier  and  is 
presently  the  property  of  Rutland 
Nurseries. 

Present  owner: 

Brent  L.  and  Susan  E.  Besse 

Present  residents: 

Christian  and  Dawn  Stevens 
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This  Federal  style  house  has  some  Greek  Revival  features.  It  has  a symmetrical  entrance  with  side  lights,  a 
pilastered  entry,  comer  pilasters  and  an  ell.  It  dates  from  the  mid  1800s  when  it  was  built  as  a two-family 
residence. 

Samuel  Stratton 

The  farm  is  on  the  south  side  of  Lot  No.  37,  originally  granted  to  John  Butolph. 

❖ Samuel  Stratton  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  were  from  Concord.  He  purchased  this  property  in  1738 
and  built  a farmhouse.  He  and  his  descendents  farmed  here  for  almost  100  years. 

❖ Samuel  Stratton,  Jr.  (1721-1809)  was  the  son  of  Samuel  Stratton  and  the  next  generation  to 
live  on  the  farm.  He  married  Mary  Eaton  in  1749  and  they  were  the  parents  of  10  children. 

♦♦♦  Alpheus  Stratton  (1769-1826),  one  of  the  sons  of  Samuel  Stratton,  Jr.  and  Mary,  was  the  last  of 
this  line  to  live  here.  He  married  Lucy  Keyes  of  Princeton  in  1789  and  their  descendants  are  many. 

By  1835,  Jonathan  Moore  purchased  the  united  farms  of  the  late  Alpheus  Stratton  and  the  late  Ebenezer 
Chamberlain,  neighboring  farmer  to  the  north.  This  family  undoubtedly  shared  the  two-family  residence 
and,  by  1860,  they  had  sold  one-half  to  son,  Horatio  Moore. 

The  Welch  Family 

Thomas  Welch  was  a marblecutter  who  had  emigrated  from  Ireland  in  1848  and  had  been  living  in 
Worcester,  MA.  He  purchased  this  farm  in  1865  and  moved  here  to  escape  the  ill  effects  to  his  health 
caused  by  marble  dust. 

Thomas  was  married  to  Ann  Quigley  and  they  had  five  children:  William  (1849-1850),  Thomas  (1853- 
1883),  MaryAnn  (1854-1930),  second  William  (1859-1926),  and  John  (1862-1954).  Only  John 
remained  on  the  farm. 

John  Welch  married  Margaret 
Donnelly  of  Danbury,  CT  in  1891. 

They  had  eight  children;  Anna, 

William,  Bernard,  Thomas,  Marian, 

Margaret,  Helen  and  Grace. 

In  1895,  John  Welch  purchased  the 
farm  of  147  acres  and  farmed  until  his 
death  in  1954  at  age  91.  John  raised 
cows  and  sold  milk  in  the  early 
1900s.  The  original  farm  had  several 
outbuildings,  including  a barn,  an 
icehouse,  a milk  room,  engine  house 

and  a building  with  a forge  where  farm  implements  were  made.  When  John’s  wife,  Margaret,  died  in 
1937,  Helen,  who  had  married  John  Yonker  in  1934,  returned  to  the  farm.  In  1937,  a parcel  of  land  was 
sold  to  the  Town  of  Rutland  and  is  a portion  of  the  present  Welch  Avenue. 
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In  1950,  the  farm  was  divided.  The  house  and  70  acres  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  Emerald  Road  was 
purchased  by  John  Yonker  and  his  wife,  Helen  Welch  Yonker,  daughter  of  John  Welch.  The  land  on  the 
east  side  of  Emerald  Road  was  purchased  by  Thomas  Welch,  son  of  John  Welch.  Thomas  was  the 
Rutland  Postmaster  from  1936  to  1953. 

Helen  and  John  Yonker  had  two  daughters,  Helen  and  Kathleen  Yonker.  Following  John  Yonker’s  death 
in  1969,  his  widow,  Helen,  remained  on  the  farm  until  1987  when  the  house  and  nine  acres  of  land  was 
sold.  Several  new  houses  have  been  built  on  what  was  once  fields  and  pasture.  The  farmhouse  with  4-02 
acres  is  now  owned  by  the  Robert  Cox  Family.  The  remainder  of  the  land  is  still  owned  by  Welch 
descendants. 


Present  owners: 

Robert  D.  Cox  and  Lisa  A.  Barthelson 
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This  Greek  Revival  style  house  has  a gable  roof,  three  chimneys,  an  ell,  comer  pilasters  and  an  entry 
with  side  lights.  It  was  built  on  land  laid  out  to  John  Butolph  on  Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  37.  There  was  an 
early  farm  here  owned  by  James  Heaton.  When  Heaton  sold  101  acres  to  Moses  Lenard  (Leonard),  the 
parcel  contained  a house,  barn,  orchards  and  wood  fences. 


Capt.  Stephen  Gates 

Stephen  Gates  (1717-1773)  was  from  Marlboro  and  settled  on  this  farm  which  he  purchased  from  Moses 
Leonard  in  1749.  He  was  married  to  Damaris  How  and  they  raised  a large  family  in  Rutland.  Stephen 
held  several  town  offices;  Selectman,  Town  Clerk,  Treasurer,  Assessor  and  Constable. 

Widow  Damaris  Gates  and  the  other  children,  deeded  the  farm  to  her  son,  Zadock  Gates  (1760-1821). 
Zadock  remained  on  the  farm,  married  Emilia  Bridge  in  1801,  and  also  held  the  office  of  Assessor  and 
Town  Clerk  in  the  town,  as  his  father  had  before  him. 

By  1839,  George  A.  Gates,  born  in  1816,  son  of  Zadock  and  Emilia  Gates,  was  the  next  and  the  last  of 
the  Gates  family  to  farm  this  land,  being  deeded  the  homestead  following  the  death  of  Zadock. 


Evidence  of  the  age  of  the  house  would  indicate  that  during  George  Gates’  tenure  on  the  farm,  another 
house  was  built  which  would  be  the  present  farmhouse. 

Calkins  Family 


There  were  two  additional  owners  of  this  farm  in  the  25  years  until  it  was  sold  to  Henry  W.  Calkins  in 
1897.  Henry  was  from  Nova  Scotia  and  was  married  to  Mary  Miles.  Their  three  sons,  Nelson,  Frank 
and  Herbert  were  bom  here  on  the  farm  now  called  Windy  Maples,  named  for  the  large  number  of  maple 
trees  on  the  property.  The  Calkins  family  tapped  these  trees  to  make  maple  syrup,  a family  tradition 
carried  on  for  many  years. 


Henry  Calkins  operated  a sawmill  and  ice  house  on  Pommogussett  Road  and,  in  1914,  purchased  a house 
nearby,  called  the  Woodis  house,  and  moved  there  to  be  near  his  business. 


The  Walnut  Street  property  passed 
to  Nelson  Calkins,  Sr.  who  took 
over  the  residence  in  1919,  after 
his  service  in  World  War  I.  His 
wife,  Madeline,  was  a painter  and 
much  of  her  art  can  still  be  seen  in 
Rutland  homes  and  at  the  Rutland 
Historical  Society. 
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Nelson,  Sr.’s  son,  Nelson  Calkins,  Jr. 
was  brought  up  on  the  farm  with  his 
two  sisters.  In  time,  he,  with  his  wife 
Helen,  built  their  own  home  on  part  of 
the  property  to  be  enjoyed  by  his  family. 
The  Walnut  Street  property  passed  to 
their  son,  Richard,  and  remains  in  the 
Calkins  family  today. 


Owner:  Richard  H.  Calkins 
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TaLala  .Homestead! 


This  three-quarter  Cape,  on  more  than  100  acres  of  land,  was  purchased  by  Gertrude  and  John  Takala 
in  1940.  It  has  a gabled  roof  and  one  chimney.  An  original  door  with  sidelights  is  located  on  the  front 
of  this  one  and  one-half  story  home.  The  house  has  a keystone  over  the  front  entrance,  pilasters  beside 
the  door,  and  six  over  six  windows,  all  of  which  add  to  its  charm.  There  are  some  additions  to  the  original 
house  such  as  shingles  and  an  attached  ell  and  garage.  Major  interior  renovations  were  made  during  the 
late  1950s. 


Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  56 

This  home  was  built  in  the  1830s  on  part  of  Lot  No.  56,  originally  designated  to  proprietor  Joseph  Stevens. 
David  Henry  (1802-1852)  was  the  son  of  Johnson  and  Sibyl  (Wheeler)  Henry.  He  filed  intentions  to 
marry  Jane  Cook  of  Petersham  in 
1831.  He  probably  had  the  house  built 
for  his  bride  on  the  land  purchased  by 
his  grandfather,  Lt.  David  Henry 
(1734-1809),  a Revolutionary  War 
soldier.  Lt.  Henry  owned  a farm  on 
Barrack  Hill  and  then  purchased  this 
farm  from  Capt.  John  Phelps.  Capt. 

Phelps  was  said  to  have  been  a 
respectable  citizen,  filling  many  town 
offices.  The  Henry  family  was  also 
very  active  in  Rutland  and  owned 
many  parcels  of  land,  as  well. 

Takala  Property 

For  the  next  18  years,  the  property  was  owned  by  Nathan  Barnard.  It  was  then  sold  to  Cyrus  Bullard  who 
also  had  the  farm  for  18  years.  George  and  Martha  Rich  purchased  the  property  in  1898  and  lived  there 
for  10  years.  Their  daughter,  Grace,  married  her  next  door  neighbor,  Clifton  Davis,  during  this  time. 

The  Rich  family  sold  the  home  in  1908  to  George  Sharpe  who  later  became  the  tax  collector  for  the  town 
of  Rutland.  His  estate  was  sold  to  Jacob  and  Heleena  Korpi  and  then  to  Ida  King  who  owned  it  for  1 2 years. 

Gertrude  Takala  and  her  husband,  John 
(1912-1975),  purchased  the  property  in 
1940  and  raised  their  two  children,  Ralph 
and  Barbara,  there.  The  aroma  of  pastries 
and  bread  baking  greets  neighbors  and  friends 
who  stop  by  to  visit  “Gertie.”  The  Takalas 
have  maintained  this  cozy  Cape  on  the  knoll 
overlooking  Takala’s  pond  for  60  years.  Its 
quaintness  has  remained  for  decades. 


Present  owner:  Gertrude  B.  Takala 
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33  The  Hunt  Farm 

34  Harry  Dow’s  House 

35  Abraham  Wheeler  House 

36  The  Upham  Farm 

37  Peter  Davis  Homestead 

38  School  House  District  No.  1 

39  Jason  Read  Tavern 

40  The  Bigelow  Home 
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Part  of  Capt.  Beniamin  Willard’s  900  acres 

Paul  Thurston  purchased  The  Mill  Farm,  as  it  was  designated  on  the  earliest  deed,  before  1739  from 
Samuel  Wright.  The  farm  contained  107  acres  and  was  part  of  Benjamin  Willard’s  large  holdings,  as 
shown  by  the  Proprietor’s  Book.  The  farm  lies  between  the  Meeting  House  and  Joyner’s  Hill  (where 
Devereux  School  now  stands).  A road  which  ran  past  the  Meeting  House  connected  the  farm  to  the 
Ten  Rod  Road  and  the  area  that  was  called  Meeting  House  Meadow.  The  farm  extended  to  the  west  to 
Chamock  Road  and  deeds  indicate  a dwelling  house  on  the  property  continuously  from  the  1730s. 

It  originally  was  a very  early  Cape  with  a large  central  chimney  and  a clapboard  exterior.  There  were 
sidelights  that  remain  at  the  entry.  A wing  has  been  added,  as  well  as  shingles  and  shutters  to  the  facade. 

Nathan  Davis 

Nathan  Davis  was  from  Concord  and  an  early  settler.  He  married  Ellen  Hubbard  in  1735  and  they  had 
11  children.  In  1767,  they  purchased  this  farm  with  its  buildings,  fences  and  watercourses  and  the 
property  remained  in  the  Davis  family  until  1801. 

Other  Families 

Benjamin  Hammond  became  the  owner  in  1809  when  the  farm  comprised  70  acres.  When  Stephen 
Hammond  sold  the  farm  in  1842  to  Rufus  Estahrook,  the  farm  with  buildings  and  pasture  land  totalled 
130  acres. 

Daniel  and  Leonard  Smith  farmed  here  for  25  years.  In  1872,  the  farm  contained  190  acres  when  they 
sold  to  John  Elliott  and,  20  years  later,  he  sold  the  same  acreage  and  the  farm  to  William  J.  Hunt. 

The  Hunt  Farm 

William  J.  Hunt  and  his  wife,  Ida  Louise, 
bought  the  farm  in  1892.  They  raised 
their  nine  children  and  farmed  the  land 
until  William  died  in  1927  in  a farm 
accident.  His  wife,  Ida,  died  in  1934- 
None  of  their  descendants  presently  live 
in  Rutland.  A granddaughter,  Marilyn 
Mosher  Curtis,  lives  in  Hubbardston. 
Their  daughter,  Marion  Hunt  Fay,  served 
the  Town  as  Town  Treasurer  and 
Collector  (1951-1972).  Their  son, 
William  E.  Hunt,  sold  the  property  in 
1941  to  Dr.  Rockwood  Thayer. 

William  J.  Hunt  and  grandchildren. 
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Dr.  Thayer  was  a physician  in  Worcester  and  enjoyed  the  premises  as  a get-away  and  base  of  operations 
for  his  great  love  of  hunting  and  fishing.  The  house  was  remodeled  and  adapted  for  modem  living  during 
his  tenure.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Rutland  Sportsmen’s  Club  and  the  annual  Fourth  of  July 
Doc  Thayer  road  race  still  bears  his  name.  In  1982,  John  Thayer,  his  son  and  executor  of  Rockwoods 
will,  executed  a deed  to  Margaret  Jasionis  for  4-06  acres  with  the  farm  house  and  a barn.  John  retained 
the  other  acreage. 

The  present  owner,  Dr.  Du  Bois,  who  purchased  the  home  in  1999  from  Margaret  Jasionis,  has  also 
remodeled  the  house,  exposing  the  large  stone  chimney  in  the  center  of  the  building  and  converting  the 
second  floor  into  the  master  bedroom.  He  plans  to  convert  the  three-story  barn  into  a guest  house  for  his 
many  adopted  children.  He  has  a home  office  in  what  was  previously  a large  sitting  room.  Dr.  Du  Bois 
directs  several  non-profit  programs  from  his  office  here  and  also  is  the  author  of  eight  books. 


Present  owner: 

Dr.  Paul  Martin  Du  Bois 
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Original  Land  Layout 

The  land  surrounding  this  house  was  originally  owned  by  Peter  and  Asa  Davis,  neighboring  farmers.  In 
1794,  176  acres  were  sold  to  Peter  Newton  and,  by  1805,  when  he  sold  65  acres,  a building  appears  on 
the  deed.  The  land  extended  to  the  south  as  far  as  the  present  Devereux  School,  at  the  time  owned  by 
the  Miles  family,  and  westerly  to  Abraham  Wheeler’s  holdings  on  Sassawanna  Road.  The  land  also 
extended  up  Brintnal  Drive  encompassing  both  sides  of  what  is  now  Pommogussett  Road. 

Early  Families 

The  Skinner  family  farmed  here  for  more  than  40  years  (1814-1857)  and  the  Reid  family  for  50  years 
(1864-1907). 


The  property  was  bought  in  1934  by  Harry  and  Martha  Dow,  comprising  the  buildings  and  16  acres. 
Harry  Dow  was  active  in  the  Town  of  Rutland  and  was  a member  of  the  Board  of  Assessors  for  many 
years.  He  also  served  as  Clerk  of  the  Works  for  the  present  Naquag  School.  Following  his  death,  the 
property  was  sold  to  Robert  and  Richard  Carlson  in  1980.  When  William  Walker,  Sr.  bought  the  house, 
15  years  later  in  1995,  he  completely  gutted  the  house  and  removed  parts  of  the  decaying  accessory  buildings. 

This  house,  though  completely  renovated,  to  save  it  from  further  deterioration,  stands  on  almost  two  acres 
of  land  in  the  same  spot  it  has  occupied  for  200  years  and  retains  many  of  its  original  architectural 
characteristics:  its  square  shape,  the  symmetrical  facade  and  hip  roof. 


The  young  couple  who  purchased  it  in 
1998  plan  to  furnish  and  decorate  the 
house  in  keeping  with  the  authentic 
period  styles  of  the  generations  who 
enjoyed  the  home  in  the  past. 


Present  owners: 

Cecil  and  Deborah  (Barakian)  Frost 
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This  10  room  house  sits  on  a dirt  road  looking  very  much  as  it  did  in  the  1700s.  To  quote  a research 
historian  at  Old  Sturbridge  Village,  “The  house  and  the  property  are  a very  exciting  piece  of  preserved 
New  England  landscape.”  The  windows  are  six  over  nine  and  the  entrance  has  a transom  over  the  door 
and  is  adorned  with  fluted  pilasters.  There  is  a central  chimney  and  a gable  roof.  A large  hearth  and  bake 
oven  are  further  indications  of  the  house’s  earlier  days.  The  wide  floor  boards  and  original  wainscoting 
transport  the  viewer  to  simpler  times  when  Abraham  Wheeler  and  his  wife,  Jemima,  raised  their  family  here. 

Abraham  Wheeler 

Abraham  Wheeler  was  born  in  Medfield,  MA  on  2 May,  1746,  the  son  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  (Lawrence) 
Wheeler.  He  came  with  his  family  to  the  Rutland  area  when  he  was  nine  years  old.  In  1770,  he  married 
Jemima  Walker,  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Phinehas  Walker  of  Rutland  who  was  a neighboring  farmer. 

In  the  year  of  his  marriage,  Abraham  purchased  78  acres  of  land  from  Joseph  Symonds  and,  in  1773,  he 
purchased  an  additional  126  acres  of  land,  which  had  been  laid  out  in  1733  to  John  Jeffries.  This  is 
where  Abraham  built  the  home  which  stands  today  surrounded  by  acres  of  land  which  he  and  his  sons 
farmed  for  100  years. 


Abraham  Wheeler’s  Family 


Rowland  Wheeler,  his  youngest  son, 
married  Lydia  Gates  in  1810  and,  fol- 
lowing the  death  of  Abraham,  Rowland 
was  deeded  the  property  by  his  siblings: 
brothers,  Paul,  a physician  in  Vermont, 
Luther  of  Rutland,  Calvin  of  Saratoga,  New 
York  and  sister,  Lucinda,  of  Rutland,  who  was  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Read. 


His  son,  Paul,  was  born  in  1771,  Lucinda  in  1773, 
Calvin  in  1780,  Luther  in  1782  and  Rowland  in 
1785.  His  wife,  Jemima,  died  in  1802  and,  in 
1803,  Abraham  married  widow  Catee 
Munroe  of  Hubbardston.  Abraham  died 
in  1817  and  his  wife,  Catee,  moved  from 
the  farm. 


Rowland  raised  his  children  and  farmed  the  land  until  his  death.  His  son,  Paul,  born  in  1828,  sold  the 
property  in  1870  since  he  lived  nearby  in  Rutland  with  his  own  family  and  operated  a saw  mill. 

Subsequent  Owners 

The  property  was  owned  by  the  Strong  family  for  almost  50  years  (1873-1919),  and  was  owned  for  a few 
years  by  the  Poupeville  family  until  it  was  purchased,  in  1927,  by  F.  Harold  and  Eleanor  Daniels.  The 
property  was  known  as  the  Daniels  School  of  Forestry  and  for  many  years,  it  was  a camp  where  young 
men  learned  forestry  techniques.  Some  of  the  camp  buildings  are  still  visible  on  the  327  acres  which 
comprise  the  parcel. 
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In  1950,  Mr.  Daniels  deeded  the  property  to  the  Worcester  Natural  History  Society  to  he  used  in  keeping 
with  the  aims  of  the  Society,  The  Society  became  known  as  the  Worcester  Science  Museum  and,  today, 
is  called  the  Ecotarium,  a well  known  center  for  environmental  exploration,  located  in  Worcester,  MA. 
The  Ecotarium  plans  to  completely  restore  the  property  in  the  future  and  carry  on  farming  programs  and 
ecological  studies. 


Present  owner: 

The  Worcester  Natural  History  Society 
(now  known  as  The  Ecotarium) 


65 


36 


Pommogessell  Road  TLe  Upk  am  Farm 


This  Federalist  style  home,  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  road  leading  from  Rutland  to  Hubbardston,  is  low 
to  the  ground  and  stands  proudly  at  the  edge  of  the  road.  The  roof  is  gabled  and  the  windows  have  eight 
over  twelve  panes.  There  is  a fanlight  over  the  paneled  front  door,  which  is  flanked  by  pilastered 
columns.  The  clapboard  home  has  an  attached  ell  with  dormers.  The  double  chimney  provided  warmth 
to  all  the  families.  A well  house  and  barn  are  situated  on  the  property. 

Tudge  Sewell’s  Farm  Divided 

Judge  Samuel  Sewell  was  granted  1,000  acres  in  the  north  part  of  Rutland  by  the  General  Court.  This 
acreage  was  included  in  the  12  square  mile  tract  purchased  by  the  original  proprietors  in  1686  from 
Indians  who  claimed  to  be  lords  of  the  soil.  The  Hon.  Sewell  had  purchased  this  acreage  and  his  land 
was  excepted  from  the  general  orders  given  by  the  Court  for  the  settling  of  Rutland. 

Jotham  Bellows  purchased  one  quarter  of  the  southeast  part  of  this  farm.  Jotham  sold  this  farm  and  land, 
known  as  Lot  Four,  to  his  father-in-law,  Peter  Davis,  in  1763.  Peter,  originally  from  Concord,  was  an 
industrious  land  owner  in  early  Rutland  history  and  the  highest  taxpayer  at  that  time. 

Peter  and  his  wife,  Rebecca  Davis,  sold  the  farm  of  340  acres  to  Nathaniel  Munro  (1712-1794)  and  his 
wife  who  had  come  to  Rutland  from  Bristol,  Rhode  Island  in  1 768  with  seven  children  and  four  Negroes. 
They  were  a respectable  family  and  farmed  the  land  for  23  years.  Just  before  Nathaniel’s  death,  he  sold 
the  land  to  his  sons,  Timothy  and  Benjamin.  Timothy  fulfilled  his  civic  duties  by  manning  Rutland’s 
field  piece  along  with  1 1 other  men  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Proprietor  Read’s  Descendants 

Timothy  Munro  sold  his  part  of  the  farm  to  Thomas  Read.  Thomas,  who  married  his  neighbor,  Lucinda 
Wheeler,  was  the  great-grandson  of  Rutland  proprietor,  Thomas  Read  (1772-1835).  The  Read  family 
lived  there  for  30  years.  After  Thomas’  death,  Lucinda  sold  the  farm  to  Elisha  and  Rebecca  Broad.  The 
farm  changed  hands  frequently  for  the  next  few  years  until  Stillman  and  Jeanette  Stone  purchased  it  and 
lived  on  the  109  acre  farm  for  the  next  24  years.  Stillman  was  a Rutland  Selectman  and,  according  to 
an  Upham  descendant,  Stillman  ran  an  inn,  calling  it  “Stone  Inn”. 

The  Upham  Farm 

In  1883,  Charles  H.  Upham  (1835-1916) 
was  the  highest  bidder  for  the  property  with 
a bid  of  $1,700.  He  came  with  his  wife, 

Mary  (Sprague)  Upham,  to  carry  on  the 
farm.  Mary  enjoyed  writing  poetry  and 
wrote  the  anniversary  poem  in  1913  for 
Rutland’s  200th  celebration  of  its  founding. 

They  had  three  children:  Oliver  who 
moved  to  Watertown,  MA;  Mercie,  who 
married  neighbor,  Clifford  Wheeler,  and 
Weston  R.  (known  as  “Ray”)  who  inherited 
the  property  from  his  father. 


The  farm  was  owned  for  75  years  by  Uphams  and,  today,  is  still  known  as  the  Upham  Farm.  Jeanette 
Upham  had  her  brother,  Howard  Davis,  build  an  apartment  in  the  sturdy  barn  for  herself  and  Ray  so  that 
their  daughter,  Lillian,  and  her  husband,  Walter  VanderPyl,  and  two  grandchildren  would  have  a place 
to  live  in  the  farmhouse  upon  returning  from  California. 


New  Owners  for  2000 


Ray  and  Jeanette’s  daughter,  Eleanor  Upham  Westfall,  sold  her  part  of  the  farm  to  Barbara  Richardson 
in  1958.  Janet  and  Terry  Graham  purchased  the  property  in  1972.  They  found  original  stenciling  in  the 
front  rooms  of  their  home  which  are  identical  to  patterns  found  in  homes  in  Fitzwilliam,  New 
Hampshire,  dating  back  to  that  period  when  itinerant  stencilers  traveled  about  the  region  creating  their 
artwork.  For  over  20  years,  the  Grahams  did  considerable  restoration,  filled  it  with  period  antiques  and 
maintained  its  stately  quality  that  remains  today. 


The  house,  now  painted  yellow  with  black 
shutters,  has  recently  been  purchased  and 
Sheila  Vaidya  and  Tom  Dibb  will  see  it 
into  its  third  century. 


Present  owner:  Thomas  Dibb 
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37  293  Pommogessell  RoaJ  .Peler  Davis  Homesleacl 


This  house  is  an  early  classic  Cape  typical  of  those  built  between  1730  and  1750.  It  has  a symmetrical 
facade  and  a gable  roof  with  a large  central  chimney.  Paneled  pilasters  flank  the  main  entrance. 
Transoms  appear  above  both  the  main  and  side  doorways.  Windows  have  nine  over  six  panes.  There  is 
a granite  foundation,  an  attached  ell  and  barn,  and  a clapboarded  exterior.  Significant  restorations  have 
been  completed  in  the  past  twenty  years. 

Capt,  Peter  Davis 

Captain  Peter  Davis  (1707-1801)  was  one  of  Rutland’s  early  settlers.  He  had  large  land  holdings, 
particularly  in  the  North  of  Rutland  from  the  Hubbardston  line.  He  lived  here  and  most  probably  built 
and  was  the  early  resident  of  this  house.  He  also  built  a grist  mill  and  a saw  mill  nearby  and  served  many 
of  the  needs  of  the  early  settlers  through  his  industrious  efforts  running  his  mills.  He  settled  here  with 
his  wife  Rebecca  who  was  from  Rowley,  MA.  They  raised  their  family  here  and  Captain  Davis  was  active 
in  the  town  and  the  militia.  Peter  and  Rebecca  had  seven  children.  She  died  in  1774  and  he  later  married 
Hannah  Smith.  Peter,  by  1782,  shared  the  mill  property  with  his  son,  Asa. 

Asa  Davis,  the  youngest  son  of  Peter  and  Rebecca,  was  born  in  1743.  In  1769,  he  married 
Mary  Smith  and  they  were  the  parents  of  1 1 children.  Asa  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War 
and  was  the  next  generation  to  raise  his  family  here.  The  1786  record  of  families  in  the  No.  1 
school  district  indicated  that  Capt.  Peter  Davis  and  Lieut.  Asa  Davis  were  residents  in  the  district 
which  was  for  North  Rutland  residents. 

♦♦♦  William  Davis  (1776-1869)  purchased  shares  of  the  farm  from  his  siblings  following  the  death 
of  his  father,  Asa.  Although  Asa  had  died  in  1798,  the  transfer  of  the  property  of  his  heirs  to 
William  occurred  between  1806  and  1820.  In  their  deeds  to  William,  provision  was  made  for 
their  mother  Mary  for  her  rights  to  her  share  of  the  farm  and  the  deeds  were  not  recorded  until 
after  her  death  in  1823. 

❖ Joseph  Davis  (1818-1892)  is  the  next  descendant  of  Peter  Davis  to  be  recorded  as  living  on 
the  farm.  Joseph,  the  son  of  William  and  Sally  (Wetherbee),  sold  the  farm  in  1858  to  Willard 
Stone.  At  that  time,  the  farm  consisted  of  174  acres  of  land  with  a house,  two  barns,  3 sheds 
and  a saw  mill.  Within  the  next  15  years,  the  property  was  sold  in  two  parcels  with  the  house 
portion  having  40  acres  of  land. 

Galen  R,  Edson 

40  acres  was  the  size  of  the  farm  when 
Galen  R.  Edson  purchased  it  in  1888 
from  Menzies  Moulton,  agent  for  the 
Rutland  Woolen  Company.  Galen 
Edson  came  to  Rutland  from  Buffalo, 

New  York  with  his  wife,  Eldula,  and 
sons.  Mr.  Edson  was  a salesman  for  the 
A.P.W.  Paper  Company.  This  home 
served  as  a farm  property  for  his  family. 

He  also  lived  on  Edson  Avenue  near 
the  center  of  Rutland,  and  the  street  is 
named  for  this  family. 
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The  Pond  Across  The  Wav 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  pond  which  is  located  on  the  opposite  side  of  Pommogussett  Road 
seemed  to  acquire  the  name  of  the  owner  of  this  farm.  It  bore  the  name  at  various  times  of  Moulton  Pond, 
Edson  Pond  and  Martin’s  Pond.  The  remains  of  two  dams  are  still  evident  on  Pommogussett  Brook, 
across  the  road  from  the  house.  The  brook  was  dammed  and  the  pond  created  between  1870  and  1890. 


Subsequent  Owners 

In  1927,  the  property  with  the  same  40  acres  was  purchased  by  Otis  and  Ethel  Ham.  Following  their 
fourteen  year  residence,  they  sold  to  Ed  and  Helen  Bagley  and,  after  9 years,  the  house  and  23  acres  were 
sold  to  Elisabeth  Martin.  Elisabeth  and  Donald  Martin  were  residents  for  30  years.  Donald  was  active 
on  local  boards  and  they  operated  Shipman’s  Bakery  in  Worcester.  Louise  and  John  Emmons  purchased 
the  farm  in  1980  and  many  remodeling  projects  were  carried  on  during  their  tenure. 


The  current  owners,  Richard  and  Karin  Daigle,  became  owners  in  December  of  1998.  They  have 
replaced  the  entire  roof  with  architectural  shingles  and  have  painted  the  bathroom,  borning  room  and 
pantry  in  the  appropriate  period  colors.  They  have  also  stenciled  a hallway  floor.  In  the  future,  they 
plan  to  restore  the  gardens  with  period  plantings  and  fencing,  as  well  as  rebuild  some  of  the  stone  walls. 
The  main  barn  needs  some  beam  and  siding  work,  but,  overall,  is  in  remarkably  sound  shape.  They  also 
plan  to  paint  the  exterior  of  the  house  later  in  the  year  2,000. 


Discoveries 


On  an  old  piece  of  corner  trim,  they  discovered  that  the  original  color  that  the  house  was  painted  was 
red.  There  was  once  a door  on  the  south  side  of  the  house  (towards  Bigelow  Road).  The  outline  can  be 
seen  in  the  wainscoting. 


Egg 

HP 

HI 

| Rn 

SKSS3 

RSi 

The  original  paneled  pilasters  which  had 
been  removed  were  found  in  the  bam. 


Present  owners: 

Richard  A.  and  Karin  W.  Daigle 


^38  475  Easl  Comely  Road  SoLoo.l  .House  Dist  No.  1 


North  Rutland  Schoolhouse 

This  cozy  looking  cottage  was  once  the  North  Rutland  school  attended  by  neighboring  children.  In  1786, 
Rutland  divided  the  town  into  10  school  districts  for  the  convenience  of  the  families  in  the  various 
areas.  School  District  No.  1 was  in  North  Rutland  and  consisted  of  17  families.  The  first  school  build- 
ing in  this  district  was  on  the  easterly  side  of  East  County  Road  and  was  used  until  1872. 


Davis  Family  Sells  Land  For  School 


The  town  purchased  six  and  one-half  acres  of  land  from  the  Davis  family,  who  lived  on  the  nearby  farm 
on  Davis  Street,  to  erect  the  second  schoolhouse  in  this  district.  The  Report  of  the  School  Committee 
for  1872  noted  that  “The  school,  when  visited  the  first  time,  was  found  in  a novel  situation.  The  new 
house  was  occupied,  but  there  were  only  rough  planks  for  desks,  and  the  scholars  brought  seats  from  their 
homes.  Notwithstanding  these  inconveniences,  it  was  very  evident  that  there  was  business  done  in  the 
school  of  the  right  kind  and  in  the  right  way.  Better  accommodations  were  soon  provided.” 

School  Closes  1928 

The  school  continued  here  until  it  closed  in 
1928.  This  was  the  same  time  as  the  closing  of 
the  North  Rutland  mill.  The  1926  School 
Report  indicated  “the  building  is  too  far  from 
the  people  it  serves”  and,  so,  the  last  21  pupils 
were  transported  to  the  Rutland  Center  School. 

Edith  Miles  Handy,  a centenarian  now  living 
in  Holden,  Ma.,  was  a teacher  in  North 
Rutland  in  1920-21.  She  recalls  teaching 
members  of  the  Bigelow,  Harris,  Allen,  Davis, 
Hatstat  and  Willis  families.  In  a 1998  letter  to  Ernest  Bigelow,  she  told  him,  “In  those  days,  teachers 
visited  their  children’s  homes.”  She  recalled  walking  down  Intervale  Road  to  visit  Mrs.  Bigelow. 


The  land  and  buildings  became  the 
property  once  more  of  the  Davis  family. 
The  school  was  converted  to  a five  room 
house  with  a cellar.  Various  members  of 
the  Davis  family  owned  and  lived  on  the 
property  for  another  50  years  until  it  was 
sold  in  1978  by  Genevieve  Davis  Alba. 


Present  owners: 

John  A.  and  Sandra  G.  Tremblay 
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Tason  Read  Tavern 

This  house  is  Georgian  style  with  a gable  roof,  and  is  shingle  sided  with  a fan  light  over  the  front  door. 
The  renovations  to  the  structure  over  the  years  are  evident.  Buildings  attached  to  the  rear  of  the 
dwelling  are  very  old.  This  property  was  known  for  many  years  as  the  “Jason  Read  Tavern.”  Jason  Read 
was  born  in  1732  and  when  he  married  Zerviah  Nurse  in  1756,  he  purchased  land  laid  out  to  Jonas  Stone 
and  built  a dwelling  house. 

Service  to  Travelers 

Three  generations  of  Reads  lived  here  and  often  provided  service  to  those  travelers  passing  through 
Rutland.  The  road  was  regularly  traveled  by  those  going  from  Worcester  to  Keene,  New  Hampshire.  He 
kept  several  yoke  of  oxen  ready  to  hitch  and  help  the  heavy  wagons  of  merchandise  up  a long,  steep  hill 
on  their  way  to  the  northern  and  western  towns.  Jason  Read,  Sr.  died  in  1813  at  81  years  of  age. 

Jason  Read,  Jr.  died  in  1822  at  age  47.  His  family  continued  living  on  the  farm  for  a time,  but  it  lay 
abandoned  for  a number  of  years  until  Jason,  Jr.’s  heirs  sold  the  farm  in  1839  to  William  Davis  (1807- 
1854),  son  of  William  Davis  (1776-1869). 

Davis  Family 

William  Davis,  before  his  death,  sold  the  property  to  Abby  R.  Green.  She,  in  turn,  sold  the  farm  in  1863 
to  Lucy  Ann  Davis,  wife  of  Joseph  Davis,  born  in  1831,  son  of  John  and  Cata  Davis. 

In  1904,  Lucy  sold  the  farm  to  her  son  George  M.  Davis.  George  had  married  Julia  L.  Blanchard  in  1897. 

The  farm  remained  in  the  Davis  family  until  1931  when  George  Davis  sold  to  Walter  F.  Morrill.  The 
farm  consisted  of  109  acres  and  the  dwelling  house  and  is  presently  owned  by  Walter  Morrill’s  grand- 
daughter, Lynn  Turcotte  and  her  husband,  David. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
property  was  in  Jason  Read’s  family 
for  83  years,  the  Davis  Family  for 
nearly  100  years  and  the  Morrill 
family  for  almost  70  years.  The  land 
that  made  up  the  original  farm  has 
been  divided.  Two  of  Walter  Morrill’s 
great-granddaughters,  Lisa  Lange 
and  Linda  Fife,  have  built  houses  on 
a portion  of  the  farm,  continuing  the 
line  of  family  ownership. 

The  attic  of  the  dwelling  is  a treasure  trove  of  history.  Notable  finds  include  a diary  of  a young  man  in 
the  late  1800s  detailing  his  daily  activities  for  a year. 
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Oxen  with  Indian  com  stone  bringing  it  to  the  Common. 


* The  stone  on  the  Town  Common  was 
brought  from  the  Davis  Farm  property. 
Indians  used  this  type  of  stone  with  its 
hollowed  out  top  to  grind  corn. 


Renovations  Underway 

The  hurricane  of  1938  blew  away  many 
of  the  house’s  original  architectural 
features,  including  the  center  chimney. 
Current  plans  call  for  a complete 
renovation  to  restore  many  of  those 
original  features,  especially  the  facade, 
and  to  update  the  amenities  to  the  21st 
century. 


Present  owners: 

David  T.  and  Lynn  Turcotte 
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This  Cape  style  house  sits  on  the  westerly  side  of  Intervale  Road  in  the  part  of  town  known  as  North 
Rutland.  Thirty  acres  of  land  was  purchased  by  William  Smith  from  Sylvester  Smith  in  1848.  There 
was  no  building  mentioned  at  this  time,  hut  when  the  first  of  the  Bigelows  purchased  the  farm  in  1857, 
the  house  is  included.  We  can,  therefore,  date  the  dwelling  between  1848  and  1857. 

The  one  and  one-half  story  Cape  has  a gable  roof.  A porch  has  been  added  to  the  side.  It  sits  low  to  the  ground. 

The  Bigelow  Family 


The  generations  of  Bigelows  on  this  farm  began 
with  Fernando  Cortis  Bigelow  and  his  wife, 
Lucinda  Read  Wheeler  Bigelow.  Lucinda  was 
the  daughter  of  Luther  and  Sarah  Wheeler 
and  the  granddaughter  of  Abraham  Wheeler, 
an  early  settler.  Fernando  was  born  in 
Rutland  in  1829,  the  son  of  Joseph,  Jr.  and 
Aurel  (Orrel)  Hathaway.  Fernando  married 
Lucinda  in  1849  and  their  children  were 
Herbert,  Oren,  Aurel  and  Lewis  Raymond, 
according  to  the  family  historian.  Fernando’s 
second  wife  was  Mary  Newton  Hubbard  and 
their  children  were  Joseph  and  Laura  May. 


The  Bigelow  Family  1 907 


In  1864,  an  additional  41  acres  of  land  was 
purchased  from  Daniel  Darling. 


Heirs  Remain  on  Farm 


Fernando  died  in  1899  and  his  son,  Lewis  Raymond,  born  in  Rutland  in  1870,  continued  to  farm  here 
and  raise  his  family.  He  married  Elsie  Hester  Peabody  and  their  children  have  been  active  participants 
in  the  Town  of  Rutland  to  the  present  time.  L.  Raymond,  Clarence,  Herbert,  Ernest,  E.  Viola,  Myrtle, 
Marion,  Charles,  Everett,  Edna  and 
Milton  are  familiar  names  to  those 
who  have  lived  in  Rutland  for  any 
length  of  time. 


Edna  Bigelow  continues  to  live  in  the 
house  that  her  ancestors  inhabited  for 
almost  150  years.  Raymond’s  children 
and  grandchildren  live  nearby  and 
Milton’s  son,  David  Bigelow  built  a home 
for  his  family  on  a portion  of  the  farm. 
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Present  owner:  Edna  F.  Bigelow 
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Proprietor’s  Lots  No,  22  and  23 

This  house  and  the  surrounding  land  was  laid  out  to  Jacob  Farrar  and  Thomas  Read,  original  proprietors. 
The  land  was  part  of  Samuel  Stone’s  900  acres.  The  land  extended  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  including 
along  what  is  now  Wheeler  Road,  and  shows  a house  on  the  property  before  1810. 

It  is  a Federal  style,  two  story,  symmetrical  house  with  an  original  portico  and  decorative  columns.  An 
early  history  reports  that  in  a pasture  north  of  this  house,  there  was  once  a fort  where  the  early  settlers 
retreated  to  he  safe  from  Indian  attacks. 

Early  Families 

Those  who  farmed  this  large  farm  were  the  families  of  Samuel  Stone  and  his  son,  Elijah  Stone.  Elijah 
married  Eunice  Savage  in  1771  and,  in  1797,  sold  the  farm  to  Samuel  Hooker,  who  had  married  Elijah’s 
daughter,  Abigail.  Joseph  Miles,  Jr.  purchased  the  farm  from  a descendant  of  the  Stone  family  in  1852. 
The  Miles  family  were  neighbors  on  the  north  and,  in  1867,  they  sold  to  Joel  Temple. 

The  Temple  Farm 

Joel  Temple  and  his  family  members 
farmed  here  for  more  than  70  years.  Joel’s 
descendants  also  were  active  participants 
in  the  Town  of  Rutland.  Abraham  served 
as  an  Assessor,  William  C.  was  an  Assessor, 
Selectman,  Treasurer  and  Postmaster  and 
Ralph,  the  fourth  generation  in  Rutland 
also  served  as  Assessor.  In  1938,  Ralph 
and  Madeline  Temple  sold  175  acres  and 
the  farm  to  Peter  and  Viena  Hendricks. 


Peter  Hendricks’  descendants  still  live 
on  some  of  the  original  farmland. 
Robert  Taylor,  the  present  owner, 
purchased  the  house  with  a small 
amount  of  the  surrounding  land  in 
1970.  He  can  be  seen  on  his  tractor 
cultivating  his  garden  and  carrying  on  a 
tradition  of  several  hundred  years. 

His  garage  was  a portion  of  the  old 
Muschopauge  Railroad  Station. 


Owner:  Robert  L.  Taylor 
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The  original  house  on  this  property  was  built  in  1756  and  was  a simple  one  and  one-half  story  Cape  with 
a pitched  roof  and  central  chimney,  typical  of  an  early  18th  century  style. 

The  present  home,  built  in  1846,  is  a two  and  one-half  story  house  built  in  the  Greek  Revival  period. 
Over  the  years,  there  have  been  additions  and  alterations.  The  house  has  side  pedimented  gables  and 
there  are  two  pedimented  dormers  with  diamond  panes  in  the  top  sash  on  the  roof.  Bay  windows  are 
located  on  both  sides  of  the  main  entrance.  The  portico  is  supported  by  Doric  columns  and  there  are 
side  lights  at  the  main  entrance.  An  interesting  feature  is  the  three  windowed  dormer  between  the  roof 
gables.  There  is  an  ell  on  each  side  of  the  house,  one  with  a full  open  porch;  the  other  resembles  a sun 
porch.  There  are  pilasters  at  each  corner  of  the  house. 

The  following  is  a brief  summation  of  each  of  the  eight  generations  of  Wheelers  who  lived  on  this  farm: 

Isaac  Wheeler,  son  of  Isaac  and  Experience  (Metcalfe)  Wheeler  was  born  at  Medfield,  Ma.  on  May  14, 
1698.  He  left  Medfield  in  1755  and  settled  with  his  family  in  Princetown  District,  now  Princeton.  Isaac  had 
relatives  in  Rutland  and  the  surrounding  communities  and  Rutland,  at  the  time,  had  a promising  future. 

In  1756,  he  bought  of  Jonathan  Wheeler  of  Bolton  a tract  of  land  in  the  easterly  part  of  Rutland  near 
Muschopauge  Pond  and  built  the  farm  now  occupied  by  the  8th  generation  of  his  descendants.  The  188 
1/2  acres  was  land  granted  to  Lieut.  David  Melvin.  A “wolf  pit”  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  farm 
indicates  that  the  site  of  the  farm  in  the  early  days  was  the  domain  of  many  wild  animals. 

♦♦♦  Sgt.  Isaac  Wheeler  (1735-1817),  son  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  Lawrence  Wheeler  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Stone  of  Rutland  in  1765.  In  1763,  his  father  deeded  him  one  half  of  the  home  farm 
and,  following  the  death  of  his  father  in  1769,  Isaac  bought  the  other  half  of  the  property  from 
his  father’s  heirs.  Isaac  was  a sergeant  in  Thomas  Eustis  Company  of  Minute  Men  who 
marched  to  Cambridge  April  19,  1775. 

❖ Eli  Wheeler  (1784-1861),  son  of 
Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Stone) 

Wheeler  married  Lucy  Ames  of 
Rutland  in  1807.  He  was  deeded 
one  half  of  the  homestead  in 
1806  and  following  his  father’s 
death,  he  purchased  the  other 
one  half  of  the  farm  from  the 
heirs.  To  pay  for  the  purchase, 
he  sold  parcels  of  land  and  only 
85  acres  remained.  In  1837,  he 
built  a new  bam.  After  his  wife 
died,  he  lived  on  the  farm  with 
his  son,  Daniel  R. 
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♦♦♦  Daniel  Read  Wheeler  (1818-1899),  son  of  Eli  and  Lucy  Ames  Wheeler,  was  a shoemaker  and 
manufactured  boots  in  a shop  opposite  the  farm.  In  1845,  he  married  Susan  (Halladay)  White. 
In  1846,  the  Cape  style  house  was  rebuilt  into  the  present  two  story  house  using  the  existing 
structure  of  the  house  built  in  1756.  In  1857,  he  built  an  addition  to  the  west  wing.  He  also 
continued  to  purchase  land,  some  of  which  had  been  sold  earlier  by  his  father,  increasing  the 
farm  from  85  to  250  acres.  58  acres  was  sold  for  the  State  Sanatorium  in  1895.  In  1896,  the 
front  of  the  house  was  updated  with  Victorian  style  bay  windows  and  gables.  Daniel  was  known 
to  be  full  of  public  spirit. 

♦♦♦  Walter  Adams  Wheeler  (1850-1922),  son  of  Daniel  R.  and  Susan  (Halladay)  Wheeler  married 
(1)  Emma  Newell  in  1872  and  (2)  Mary  (Wedge)  King.  He  was  principal  of  the  Rutland  High 
School  from  1885  to  1892  and  was  a member  of  the  Massachusetts  legislature  for  a term.  He 
was  a deacon  in  the  Rutland  Congregational  Church  and  held  several  town  offices. 

❖ Merrill  Halladay  Wheeler  (1891-1968),  son  of  Walter  A.  and  Mary  Wedge  Wheeler,  was  married, 
in  1913,  to  Edith  Grace  Cannon,  and  they  had  two  children. 

❖ Grace  Elizabeth  Wheeler  was  bom  in  1914,  daughter  of  Merrill  H.  and  Edith  G.  Wheeler.  Her 
brother,  Rollin  Merrill  Wheeler,  was  born  in  1920.  The  house  was  purchased  from  Rollin  and 
Grace  Wheeler  in  1976  by  James  Taylor.  James,  the  son  of  Grace  Wheeler  Taylor,  is  the  8th 
generation  to  reside  at  the  farm.  James  and  Linda,  his  wife,  have  spent  the  last  20  years  slowly 
restoring  the  house  in  keeping  with  its  early  history.  There  are  approximately  100  acres  left  of 
the  original  farm  today.  James  and  Linda’s  two  daughters,  Sarah  Elizabeth  and  Rebecca  Marie, 
are  the  9th  generation  to  inhabit  the  farm. 


Present  owners:  N.  James  and  Linda  M.  Taylor 
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This  Greek  Revival  style,  one  and  one -half  story  house  was  built  in  the  mid  1800s.  It  has  a gabled  roof 
and  front  and  side  dormers.  The  front  door  and  sidelights  may  be  original  to  the  house.  There  are  comer 
pilasters  on  the  side  of  the  entry.  The  house  has  attached  ells  and  a large  barn  which  stands  alone. 

Right  of  Lot  No.  22 

The  property  overlooks  Muschopauge  Pond,  a source  of  drinking  water  for  Holden  and  Rutland  for  many 
years.  The  pond  is  three-fourths  mile  long  and  one-half  mile  wide  and  is  very  clear  and  cold.  Indeed, 
the  Indian  meaning  of  Muschopauge  is  “clear  and  cold.”  Nathaniel  Read  of  Brookfield  and  Thomas 
Read  of  Rutland  received  the  property  to  the  right  of  Lot  No.  22  from  their  father,  Thomas  Read, 
originally  of  Sudbury.  The  property  changed  hands  quickly  in  the  early  days  from  Timothy  Brown  to 
Simon  Davis  and  then  to  Peter  Butler  and  on  to  Duncan  Graham,  who  divided  this  farm  of  84  acres 
among  his  family  members.  Duncan  and  Katharine  Graham  were  early  Rutland  settlers  and  sold  the 
southerly  half  of  the  farm  to  their  son,  John.  John  sold  it  to  Robert  Forbush  of  Marlboro  a month  before 
Robert  married  Mary  Graham  on  October  31,  1745. 

Blacksmith  Lived  Here 

The  Forbush  men  were  Revolutionary  War  soldiers  and  “Alarm  Men”  during  the  war.  The  farm  was 
passed  down  through  the  Forbush  family  for  67  years  until  it  was  sold  by  John  and  Elizabeth  Forbush  to 
Joseph  Read  in  1812.  It  was  sold  the  following  year  to  Jonas  Reed  who  served  the  town  of  Rutland  as 
Treasurer  in  the  early  1800s.  Jonas  sold  it  to  Isaac  Davis  who  married  Betsy  Rice  in  1803  and  they  raised 
their  six  children  on  the  farm.  Isaac  was  a blacksmith  until  his  death  in  1833.  His  son,  John  Davis,  also 
a blacksmith,  eventually  sold  the  farm  to  James  Adams.  The  farm  had  several  owners  until  it  was  sold 
to  Mary  and  Franklin  Hathaway  in  1891.  The  Hathaways  owned  the  property  for  21  years.  Franklin 
served  the  town  as  Treasurer,  Assessor,  Constable  and  Representative  to  the  General  Court. 
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81  Years  of  Maynards 


Mary  Hathaway  became  a widow  and  moved  to  Somerville,  MA.,  selling  the  84  acre  farm  to  Ervin  L. 
Maynard  in  1912.  Ervin  and  Elizabeth  (Beth)  raised  their  three  daughters,  Mildred,  Helen  and  Dorothy, 
there  and  farmed  the  land.  They  were  very  active  in  the  Congregational  Church,  as  well.  Their  nephew, 
Everett,  and  his  wife,  Ellen,  purchased  the  farm  from  Beth  Maynard,  after  the  death  of  Ervin,  and,  thus,  the 
Maynard  name  remained  on  the  property  for  81  years. 


A Sudbury  man,  Robert  O’Brien,  purchased  the 
land  and  buildings  from  the  Maynards  and 
undertook  restoration  work  for  two  years.  Mark 
and  Ann  Tripp  and  their  children,  Elizabeth 
and  Samuel,  bought  the  property  in  1995  and 
continue  to  have  a small  farm  on  the  land  which 
they  have  named,  using  the  family’s  first  initials, 
MESA  Farm.  The  Tripps  beautifully  maintain 
this  very  picturesque  home  in  Rutland. 


Owners:  Mark  W.  and  Ann  K.  Tripp 
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This  two  and  one-half  story,  timber  framed  house  has  had  many  additions  and  alterations.  An  earlier 
photo  shows  verge  boards  on  the  front  gable  suggesting  a Gothic  influence.  They  have  since  been 
removed.  There  is  an  interesting  projecting  gable  on  one  side.  Exterior  siding  was  added  in  the  1970s. 
It  has  a back  addition  with  an  ell.  The  full  length  front  porch  has  bracketed  columns. 


Richest  Man  to  Die  In  Rutland 

The  house  occupies  the  land  which  was  originally  a 25  acre  piece  belonging  to  Thomas  Demery  during 
the  first  division  of  Rutland  land  and  laid  out  to  the  right  of  Lot  No.  16.  The  property  passed  quickly 
through  several  owners  and,  in  1748,  John  Fletcher  purchased  it.  John  and  his  wife,  Jane,  (daughter  of 
Samuel  Stratton,  Sr.),  an  early  settler  of  Rutland,  purchased  the  farm  and  lived  there  three  years  before 
moving  to  Leicester.  Daniel  Sanders  and  his  second  wife,  Sara  (Bartlett),  from  Marlboro  purchased  it 
next  and  raised  their  five  children  there.  In  1756,  tragedy  struck  when  their  three  daughters  died  of  an 
illness.  Jason  Reed’s,  History  of  Rutland,  claimed  that  Mr.  Sanders  was  said  to  have  been  an  industrious 
person,  and  a good  farmer.  He  wove  coverlets  and  was  so  successful  that,  when  he  died  in  1816,  he  was 
said  to  have  been  the  richest  man  ever  to  die  in  Rutland. 


100  Years  of  Sanders 

Daniel  Sanders  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  1751,  inherited  the  property.  He  married  Parmelia  Bartlett  in  1801 
and  maintained  the  farm.  The  third  Daniel  Sanders,  who  was  born  in  1805,  was  unable  to  care  for  the 
farm  and,  following  his  parents’  death,  Charles  Marsh  was  named  his  legal  guardian.  Charles  was 
married  to  Daniel’s  sister,  Roxy  Sanders.  The  property  was  then  sold  to  Alonzo  Davis  in  1846,  thus 
ending  almost  100  years  of  the  Sanders  family  farm. 


Alonzo  Davis  and  his  wife,  Lucy,  owned 
the  property  for  20  years.  Alonzo  was 
active  in  the  town  and  served  as  a 
Selectman.  Abbie  and  James  Hunter  of 
Worcester  purchased  the  farm  in  1866 
and  lived  there  for  41  years.  Widow  Abbie 
divided  the  land  and  sold  the  85  acre  piece 
with  the  house  on  it  to  Elva  Green  in  1907. 
Elva  and  his  wife,  Ella,  of  Somerville, 
lived  there  for  ten  years  before  selling  it 
to  Helen  Watson,  also  of  Somerville. 
Helen  Watson  married  E.  P.  Brehm  and 
divided  the  land  again,  building  herself  a 
summer  home  which  is  now  the  residence 
of  Charles  and  Janet  Winslow. 
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Now  Part  of  the  Iordan  Dairy  Farms 

The  44  and  1/2  acre  piece  with  the  house  on  it  was  sold  in  1949  by  Helen  Brehm  to  Howard  and  Sumner 
Jordan  who  had  purchased  the  Potter  farm  up  the  street  in  1943.  Howard  and  Sumner  would  use  the  land 
for  crops  and  have  the  13  room  home  for  the  use  of  farm  hands  and  their  families.  After  13  years,  the 
house  was  purchased  by  Theda  and  Francis  Gilman  who  did  considerable  restoration  to  the  house  in 
their  five  short  years  in  Rutland.  On  a clear  day,  from  the  upper  rooms  of  this  house,  one  can  view  the 
Prudential  Center  in  Boston,  MA. 

Howard  Jordans  son,  Wayne,  and  his  wife,  Louise,  purchased  the  house  in  1969  and  raised  their  two 
sons,  Randy  and  Brian  in  this  home.  Louise  and  son,  Brian,  continue  to  live  in  the  house.  They  have 
also  completed  many  renovations  to  preserve  this  house  which  overlooks  the  Jordans’  farmland. 


Owners: 

Wayne  R.  and  Louise  E.  Jordan 
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Schoolhouse  District  No  .3 


The  No.  3 School  District  was  in  the  easterly  part  of  Rutland.  The  first  school  house  in  the  district 
burned  down  in  1832.  It  was  located  on  East  County  Road  near  the  junction  of  Wachusett  St.  It  was 
replaced  and  the  district  divided.  The  families  in  the  western  part  of  the  district  became  part  of  District 
No.  10  called  Onion  Comer  School  located  on  Glenwood  Road  near  the  farm  now  owned  by  the  Ketonens. 


IV'IA  W 


SCHOOL  DISTRICT  NO.  3,  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  EOTLAND. 

ADOPTED  NOVEMBER  29,  1852. 


Article  1.  The  Prudential  Committee  shall  have  the  whole  charge 
of  the  School-house  during  the  time  he  holds  the  office,  and  shall  be  re- 
sponsible for  all  the  apparatus  belonging  thereto,  except  during  the  lime 
the  school  is  kept;  anil  shall  see  that  the  house  is  kept  locked,  the  blinds 
closed  and  fastened,  except  when  the  house  is  used  for  school  or  other 
purposes ; and  shall  also  moke  an  Annual  Report  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  Funds  of  the  District  have  been  expended.  If  in  any  case  a vacan- 
cy shall  occur  in  the  office  of  Prudential  Committee,  the  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities designated  in  this  article  shall  devolve  upon  some  person 
chosen  by  the  District  for  that  purpose. 

Article  ‘2.  The  School-house  shall  not  be  used  for  any  other  pur- 
pose than  Primary  Schools,  except  by  a vote  of  the  District. 

Article  3.  The  Teacher  shall  examine  the  apparatus,  desks,  scats, 
etc.,  at  least  once  a week,  and  if  in  any  respect  the  same  shall  have  been 
injured  or  defaced,  the  scholar  or  scholars  doing  the  same  shall  he  re- 
ported to  the  Prudential  Committee,  or  his  substitute,  and  unless  the 
damage  he  forthwith  made  good,  the  Prudential  Committee,  or  his  sub- 
stitute, shall  repair  the  same  at  the  expense  of  the  Parent  or  Guardian 
of  the  child.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  Teacher  to  see  thattlie  lirc 
is  secure,  the  blinds  closed  and  fastened,  and  the  doors  locked  each  day 
at  the  close  of  the  school. 

Article  4.  Xo  scholar  shall  be  allowed  to  stand,  walk,  or  run  upon 
any  of  the  desks  or  scats. 

Article  5.  Xo  scholar  shall  be  allowed  to  put  any  drawer  or  shelf 
under  any  of  the  desks,  or  in  any  way  to  alter  any  of  the  desks  or  seats. 

Article  0.  If  any  scholar  shall  cut,  mark,  deface,  or  in  any  way  in- 
jure the  house,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  any  of  the  apparatus  belonging 
to  the  same,  or  any  building  appertaining  thereto ; and  if  said  scholar 
docs  not  make  the  same  good,  the  Parcut  or  Guardian  of  the  child  shall 
he  responsible  to  the  Prudential  Committee,  or  his  substitute,  for  the 
same. 

Article  7.  Any  alteration  .or  amendment  of  the  above  By-Laws 
may  bo  made  by  a vote  of  a majority  of  the  District. 

Article  8.  The  Inhabitants  of  School  District  Xo.  3,  by  their  vote, 
pledge  themselves  to  see  that  the  above  By-Laws  arc  strictly  enforced. 

CALVIN  O.  HOWE,  Moderator. 

Fuaxklix  IIatiiawav,  Clerk. 


Muschopauge  School 

The  land  for  this  building  was  sold  to  Rutland  School  District 
No.  3 in  1852  by  Moses  Smith,  the  owner  of  numerous  acres  and 
a farm  in  the  area.  The  Rutland  school  report  of  1853  indicated 
“this  school  had  the  disadvantage  to  contend  with  of  a change 
of  houses  and,  in  part,  of  a change  of  scholar.” 
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The  house  presently  owned  by  the  LaCanfora 
family  on  Wachusett  Street  was  the  last  school 
house  for  District  3 and  was  called 
Muschopauge  School.  It  was  used  until  1895 
when  the  area  pupils,  for  at  least  part  of  the 
year,  were  attending  No.  4 School  located  on 
Pound  Hill  (Main  Street  near  Glenwood 
Road).  By  1898,  all  of  the  students  from  the  area 
were  attending  the  Rutland  Center  School. 


Following  its  use  as  a school,  the  building  reverted  to 
the  Smith  family  for  their  use.  Moses  Smiths  daughter, 
Mattie  Smith,  was  the  railroad  station  master  and  the 
building  was  used  for  a time  as  storage  by  the  railroad. 
Mattie  sold  the  school  house  in  1940  and,  by  1954, 
the  owners  were  Francis  R.  and  Irene  A.  LaCanfora,  the 
present  residents.  The  LaCanforas  promised  the  Town 
of  Rutland  that  they  would  keep  the  original  lines  and 
make  as  few  changes  as  possible  and  they  have, 
indeed,  kept  their  promise.  They  raised  their  family  here 
and  have  maintained  a sign  over  the  years  which  tells 
those  passing  by  of  their  homes  former  importance  as 
Muschopauge  School  House  No.  3. 


Present  owners: 

Francis  R.  and  Irene  A.  LaCanfora 
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The  Smith  Family 

James  and  Margaret  Smith,  along  with  his  brother,  George,  came  to  Rutland  from  Ireland  at  the  time 
Rutland  was  being  settled  in  the  1 720s.  James  and  Margaret  had  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  The  sons 
all  settled  on  farms  near  their  parents.  Their  descendants  are  numerous.  We  follow  here  the  direct 
descendants  of  James  and  Margaret  to  whom  the  farmhouse  can  be  traced: 

❖ James,  Jr.  was  bom  in  1722  and  married  Margaret  Lockard  of  Leicester  in  1750.  They  had  eight 
children.  One  of  their  sons  was  Lockert. 


❖ Lockert  married  Sally  Watson  in  1784  and  settled  on  his  father’s  farm.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren. When  Sally  died,  Lockert  married  Mary  Baxter  in  1794  and  they  had  11  children. 

❖ Moses  Baxter  Smith,  son  of  Lockert  and  Mary  (Polly)  Smith  was  born  August  16,  1798. 
Following  his  death,  his  heirs  sold  their  shares  of  the  farm  in  1885  to  his  son  and  heir,  Moses 
Myron  Smith. 

❖ Moses  Myron  Smith,  son  of  Moses  Baxter  Smith  was  born  in  1839.  He  married  Eliza  Ann 
Huntley  in  1863. 

❖ Martha  E.  Smith  was  the  daughter  of  Moses  M.  and  Eliza  A.  Smith  and  was  the  last  of  this  long 
line  who  inhabited  this  grand  old  house  for  more  than  200  years.  In  her  deed  executed  in  1958 
to  Robert  and  Lois  Love,  she  indicates  she  is  also  “erroneously”  known  as  Mattie  E.  Smith.  The 
Smith  family  cemetery  with  14  visible  headstones  is  located  on  Wachusett  Street  and  is  sur- 
rounded by  stone  walls. 

Train  Mistress  of  Muschopauge  Station 

Mattie  had  lived  on  the  farm  for  many  years  with  her  mother  who  maintained  beautiful  flower  gardens. 

Mattie  took  over  the  duties  of  the  Muschopauge  Railroad  Station  from  her  father  and  was  most  capable 

of  handling  the  heavy  mail  and  freight  loadings  at  the  station. 


The  railroad  was  the  Massachusetts  Central 
which  operated  between  Boston  and 
Northampton,  Mass.  The  first  service  through 
Rutland  was  in  1887  and  became  important  for 
supplies  and  passengers  to  the  Rutland  State 
Sanatorium  when  it  opened  in  1898.  When  the 
last  train  headed  west  to  Northampton  at  7:32 
p.m.  on  April  23,  1932,  Mattie  ceremoniously 
put  on  her  hat  and  locked  the  doors  of  the  station 
for  the  last  time. 
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The  Farm  House 


The  origins  of  this  house  are  undoubtedly  early  1700s.  The  larger,  front  wing  of  the  house  was  built  in 
the  mid  1700s.  The  building  was  a tavern  and  was  used  as  a stage  coach  stop  for  passengers  traveling 
from  Worcester  to  Keene,  New  Hampshire.  Dances  were  held  here  in  the  early  days  and  large  doors  were 
opened  to  expand  the  rooms  for  this  use.  Many  of  the  original  features  have  been  noted  over  the  years. 
The  large  front  door  was  imported  from  England  and  the  wide  floor  boards  are  still  in  evidence.  The 
center  entrance  has  side  lights.  There  are  large  beams  with  square  cut  nails  and  pegs,  some  of  which 
were  inserted  into  the  chimney  to  allow  for  sway  in  heavy  winds.  The  side  view  shows  two  and  one-half 
stories,  a pedimented  gable  with  simulated  palladian  windows  on  each  end. 

Subsequent  owners 

Robert  Love  purchased  201  acres  and  the  buildings  in  1958  and  shortly  thereafter  sold  8.51  acres  and 
the  farm  to  the  van  Leeuwen  family.  Dr.  Robert  Hartson  and  his  wife,  Harriet,  residents  from  1964  to 
1974,  were  instrumental  in  carefully  restoring  deteriorating  portions  of  the  home.  The  wide  floor  boards 
they  replaced  appear  to  be  hand-milled  and  there  is  original  hardware  throughout  the  house. 

Edward  Haupt  bought  the  property  in  1981  and  he  and  Laura-Falcone  Haupt  tastefully  decorated  with 
antiques,  replaced  old  sills  and  repaired  other  ailments  common  to  ancient  homes  like  this. 

In  1997 , the  property  was  sold  by  the  Haupts.  Ruth  Anne  and  Gregory  Ares  have  decorated  both  the  house 
and  the  barn  with  antiques  from  several  periods.  Needed  remodeling  work  continues  on  the  home; 
recently,  the  kitchen  was  completely  redone, 
with  care  taken  to  stay  true  to  the  house  s 
age  and  grace.  Updating  and  remodeling 
plans  continue  and  the  bathrooms  are  next 
on  the  list.  Handmade  quilts,  old  and  new, 
are  scattered  throughout  and  add  a feeling 
of  warmth  and  charm  to  one  of  Rutland’s 
oldest  homes. 


Present  owner:  Ruth  Anne  Ares 
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A charming,  old,  Federal,  saltbox'shaped  home,  this  clapboard  house  has  a gable  roof  with  shakes  and 
central  chimney.  The  windows  are  six  over  six,  and  the  front  has  a paneled  door,  not  original.  The 
foundation  is  stone  and  the  house  is  built  low  to  the  ground  with  an  ell  attached.  An  interesting  old 
barn  is  nearby,  probably  built  in  the  early  1800s. 

Lt.  Timothy  Metcalf 

The  early  proprietors’  records  indicate  that  the  land  was  originally  laid  out  and  lived  on  by  Benjamin 
Fletcher  on  what  was  called  Bear  Hill.  In  1735,  Benjamin  Fletcher  sold  to  Eleazer  Ball  50  acres  to  the 
right  of  Lot  No.  29,  “plus  all  after  draughts  to  be  laid  out”  (land  portions  to  be  laid  out  later).  Lieut. 
Timothy  Metcalf  with  his  wife,  Hannah,  and  two  children  moved  from  Dedham,  MA  to  Rutland  in  1763 
and  bought  this  farm.  He  served  in  the  Revolution  and  was  a sergeant  in  the  Capt.  T.  Eustis  Company. 

The  Metcalf’s  two  children,  who  came  with  them  from  Dedham,  were  Timothy,  Jr.  and  Reuben. 
Timothy,  Jr.  enlisted  in  the  Revolution,  and  was  a private  in  Capt.  Adam  Wheeler’s  Company,  Colonel 
Ephraim  Doolittle’s  Regiment.  He  died  27  September,  1775.  Reuben  married  and  lived  in  Brattleboro, 
Vermont.  In  1823,  he  was  executor  of  his  father’s  estate. 


Hannah  and  Timothy  had  two  daughters  after  moving  to  Rutland  - Hannah  born  in  1765,  who  married 
Zadock  Gates  and  Sarah,  bom  in  1 776,  who  married  Calvin  How  from  a neighboring  farm.  Their  mother, 
Hannah,  died  in  1812,  at  age  76,  and  father,  Timothy,  died  in  1820  at  82  years  old. 

Toseph  Miles  and  Family 

The  Metcalf  farm  which  contained  122  acres  was  sold  to  John  Read  who  lived  there  until  it  was  sold  to 
Joseph  Miles  in  1824.  Joseph  and  his  wife,  Parnell,  raised  their  children  there  and  after  Joseph’s  death, 
four  of  his  children  sold  their  shares  in  the  farm  to  their  brother  Adin  in  1865.  Adin  continued  operating 
the  farm  and,  in  1891,  sold  what  was  now  178  acres  with  buildings  to  Ora  Crosby  who  later  sold  it  to 
the  Dunbar  family  who  resided  there  for  more  than  25  years. 


Bear  Hill  Farm 

In  1971,  the  property  called  “Bear  Hill 
Farm”  was  sold  to  Thomas  and  Beverly 
Shipman  who,  in  turn,  sold  to  C.B. 
Blair  Builders  in  1979.  Mr.  Blair  built  a 
number  of  houses  on  the  land  and  sold 
the  remainder  of  the  farm  to  Roger  and 
Carol  Salonis.  In  1986,  Peter  and  Ann 
Lindblad  purchased  the  present  3.682 
acres  and  the  farm  house  and  bam. 

The  families  such  as  Metcalf  and  Miles 
and  the  property  on  Bear  Hill  played 
an  important  role  in  Rutland’s  history. 
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The  Lindblad  family,  Peter,  Ann  and  their  children,  can  attest  to  the  heritage  of  their  home  since  original 
beams  and  other  features  remain,  such  as  paneling,  wide  board  floors,  antique  doors  and  latches.  One 
solid  beam  running  along  the  back  of  the  house  is  nearly  40  feet  long.  During  a kitchen  renovation, 
chestnut  beams  were  uncovered  in  the  walls.  The  house  has,  of  course,  been  remodeled  over  the  years 
so  that  the  residents  could  enjoy  modern  conveniences,  but  it  was  built  to  endure  and  be  enjoyed  by 
many  over  its  span  of  250  years. 


Present  owner:  Ann  M.  Lindblad 
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Thomas  Wood  was  from  Charlestown,  MA  and  lived  on  a farm  on  what  was  called  Birch  Hill  in  the 
northeasterly  part  of  Rutland. 

Following  Thomas’  death,  his  heirs,  in  181 1,  sold  their  share  of  his  estate  to  Joseph  Wood,  one  of  the 
heirs.  Joseph  was  married  to  Patty  Rice,  daughter  of  John  Rice  of  the  neighboring  Rice  farm.  In  1826, 
Joseph  Wood  sold  “all  of  the  homestead  farm  formerly  belonging  to  Thomas  Wood”  to  Isaac  Davis  and 
John  Rice.  They  sold,  in  the  same  year,  the  buildings  and  two  parcels  of  land  totalling  60  acres,  part  of 
the  Wood’s  Farm,  to  Milo  Forbush  of  Boston. 

Forbush  Farm 
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By  1837,  the  60  acres  of  land  and  buildings  were  sold  to  John  P.  Forbush  of  Rutland  by  Milo  Forbush  of 
Boston.  John  P.  was  married  to  Ruth  Green  in  1838,  and  they  were  the  occupants  of  the  property  and 
raised  their  family  here. 

This  house  was  probably  built  as  a Cape  style  house  with  an  ell.  The  house  has  a dormer,  bay  window, 
an  interesting  front  entrance  with  a pilastered  entry.  A cap  and  a four  pane  transom  were  later  additions. 

Following  John  P.’s  death,  his  widow  Ruth  M.  Forbush  and  his  other  heirs,  in  1889,  sold  the  property  to 
Frank  D.  Forbush.  Another  three  parcels  which  John  had  purchased  from  neighboring  farms  to  increase 
his  holdings  were  included.  In  1941,  Jennie  E.  Forbush  sold  the  buildings  and  property,  now  totalling 
almost  200  acres,  to  William  and  Helen  Joki  of  New  York.  Thus,  ended  100  years  of  the  property  being 
in  the  Forbush  name. 

Toki  Farm 

William  and  Helen  Joki,  were  from  Finland.  Helen  was  born  in  this  country  but  raised  in  Finland, 
returning  here  in  the  1920s.  William  was  bom  in  Finland  and  emigrated  to  the  U.S.  in  the  1920s.  They 
married  in  Worcester,  but  returned  to  New  York  City.  They  purchased  the  farm  in  1941  and  raised  their 
four  children  here:  Olavi,  Hilkka  (Hagman),  Ritva  and  Miriam.  Mr.  Joki  built  chicken  coops  and  a 

sauna,  the  typical  steam  bath  for  Finnish 
people.  They  kept  cows  and  raised  many 
chickens.  The  easterly  end  of  the  house 
contained  a “summer”  kitchen,  woodshed 
and  the  essential  “outhouse”  since  there 
was  no  inside  plumbing  installed  at  that 
time.  The  electricity  was  not  connected 
until  they  had  been  at  the  farm  for  a few 
years.  Hilkka  remembers  a profusion  of 
blueberry  bushes  which  made  fine  picking 
for  the  family  and  other  Rutlandites.  In 
1962,  Helen  and  William  Joki  moved  to 
Maple  Avenue  in  Rutland,  and  sold  the 
farm  to  Frederick  and  Shirley  Warren. 
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The  Warren  Family 


Frederick  and  Shirley  Warren  came  to  the  farm  with  their  six  children  in  1962.  Frederick  taught  vocational 
education  at  Wachusett  Regional  High  School  for  many  years  and  also  coached  track  and  cross  country. 
He  and  his  family  continued  the  farming  tradition  raising  beef  cattle,  haying,  stock  piling  cord  wood  and 
reclaiming  the  many  blueberry  bushes  on  the  property.  Three  of  his  grown  children  have  their  own 
homes  on  parcels  of  the  farm  and  continue  to  enjoy  the  open  spaces  of  the  farmland. 


Present  owners: 

Frederick  S.  and  Shirley  J.  Warren 


#49 


196  C 


Slreel 


TLe  Si 


one 


.House 


Retains  old  Features 

This  house  is  of  the  Federal  style.  It  is  a symmetrical  building  with  a fan  light  over  the  front  door  and 
an  added  ell.  The  house  contains  exposed  beams  with  peg  construction,  original  paneling,  mantles  and 
wainscoting  in  the  old  section  built  by  Nathan  Stone  circa  1739.  The  section  built  by  Willard  Stone  in 
the  early  1800’s  has  the  original  woodwork  and  retains  many  of  the  features  of  that  era. 

The  Stone  Family 

Captain  Samuel  Stone  of  Lexington,  formerly  of  Sudbury,  was  the  original  proprietor  of  Lot  No.  25.  He 
purchased  additional  land,  totalling  some  900  acres  with  the  plan  of  settling  his  sons  in  the  area.  Three 
of  his  sons,  Samuel,  Jr.,  Jonas  and  Isaac  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Rutland.  Another  son,  Nathan, 
moved  to  Rutland  in  1 739  and  built  the  home  on  Campbell  Street.  He  and  his  wife,  Mary,  and  their  six 
children  farmed  the  property.  Following  Nathan’s  death,  his  widow  married  Edward  Clark  in  1767.  She 
and  her  other  children  deeded  the  property  to  her  son,  Jeduthan,  in  1781. 

Jeduthan  (1748  to  1829)  remained  on  the 
farm  with  his  wife,  Elizabeth  How.  In  1812, 
they  deeded  the  property  to  their  son,  Willard 
(1776-1861).  Willard  was  the  last  of  the 
Stones  to  occupy  the  property  and  he  and  his 
second  wife,  Nancy,  sold  the  farm  and  150 
acres  in  1847  to  Jeremiah  Eaton. 

Subsequent  owners: 

Two  years  later,  Mr.  Eaton  sold  the  land  and 
buildings  to  John  Greenleaf  and  it  became 
known  as  the  Greenleaf  Farm.  John  Greenleaf 
sold  the  homestead  and  150  acres  in  1885  to 
Charles  Allen.  After  1889,  it  passed  through  a series  of  owners  until  it  was  purchased  in  1939  by  Eleanor 
Redfield.  Eleanor  and  Ernest  Redfield  were  the  parents  of  the  present  owner.  The  property  remained 
in  the  Redfield  name  when  purchased  in  1971  by  Addison  and  his  wife,  Virginia. 

Addison,  his  wife  Virginia,  and  their 
family  have  continued  to  enjoy  the 
property  for  almost  30  years.  They 
have  maintained  a dog  kennel,  been 
involved  with  the  Town  of  Rutland 
and  taken  an  active  part  in  Rutland’s 
political  and  social  life. 


Present  owners:  Addison  E.  and 
Virginia  Redfield 
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Rice  Hill 

This  home  is  located  off  Campbell  Street  in  the  northeast  part  of  Rutland  on  Rice  Hill,  1150  feet  above 
sea  level.  The  hill  is  named  for  the  four  generations  of  the  Rice  family  who  farmed  there  from  1743  to 
the  mid- 1850s.  At  times,  the  area  and  the  home  were  also  called  Ash  Hill  for  its  abundance  of  ash  trees. 

The  original  building  was  a simple  Cape  style  cottage  to  which  a second  story  was  added  in  the  mid  19th 
century,  making  it  a two-family  dwelling.  It  is  a Greek  Revival  style  with  a gable  roof  and  a two-story  bay 
window  topped  with  a projecting  gable.  A porch  has  been  added  over  the  front  entrance  with  decorative 
columns  and  detailed  finials.  Other  additions  have  also  been  made. 


The  Rice  Family 

This  farm  originally  contained  200  acres  and  was  laid  out  to  Jacob  Farrar.  In  1743,  Benjamin  Houghton 
sold  the  farm  to  Edward  Rice.  Capt.  Edward  Rice  (1689-1756)  and  his  wife,  Rachel,  were  from  Sudbury 
and  he  became  a useful  citizen,  helping  to  settle  Rutland  by  serving  as  a Constable  and  Selectman. 
They  had  eight  children,  and  when  Edward  died,  the  farm  passed  to  his  son,  John,  who  farmed  and 
operated  the  saw  mill  on  the  property  with  his  wife,  Sarah,  and  their  family  until  his  death  in  1783. 
Their  son,  John,  Jr.  married  Lydia  Smith  and  a number  of  their  10  children  married  into  neighboring 
families.  John  Rice,  III  married  neighbor  Alice  Ames  and  lived  on  the  ancestral  farm  with  his  family 
all  his  life. 


Subsequent  Owners 

The  farm  was  sold  in  1855  to  Francis  Henry. 

After  his  death,  Francis’  wife,  Lucretia, 
sold  the  farm  to  their  son,  Charles  Henry, 
who  farmed  here  until  he  sold  it  to 
Thomas  Campbell  in  1869.  When  Charles 
Campbell,  son  of  Thomas,  sold  the  farm 
in  1929  to  Roy  and  Genevieve  Weaver, 
there  were  two  apartments  with  a back 
stairway  leading  to  an  upstairs  living 
quarters.  During  this  time,  the  farm  was 
known  as  the  “Ash  Hill  Farm.”  The  road 
leading  to  the  property  was  named  for  the 
Weaver  family. 

Peter  and  Viena  Hendricks  purchased  the  farm  from  the  Weavers  in  1945,  but,  three  years  later,  in  1948, 
they  sold  it  to  Stuart  and  Margery  Thurston. 
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Turkey  Farm 

Stuart  Thurston  and  his  family  operated  a turkey  farm  there  for  twenty  years  until  it  was  sold  to  the 
present  owners.  Campbell  Street,  at  that  time,  was  a dirt  road.  When  the  Thurstons  purchased  the 
property,  it  was  without  electricity  and  the  children  did  their  homework  by  lamplight.  This  lasted  only 
a few  months  because  the  power  was  turned  on  at  the  farm  on  October  31,  1948.  Stuart  was  a familiar 
sight  in  Rutland  as  he  delivered  eggs  from  the  farm  which  was  a popular  place  during  the  holidays  as 
many  local  residents  made  their  way  to  the  farm  for  their  fresh  turkeys. 

Barakian  Family 

In  1968,  the  property  was  sold  to  Richard  and  Janet  Barakian,  the  present  owners.  While  they  raised  their 
daughters,  Deborah  and  Lynn,  they  made  extensive  renovations  to  the  home,  both  inside  and  outside. 
The  “out-house”  window  that  was  located  in  a back  shed  remains,  as  do  pieces  of  old  wallpaper  on  some 
of  the  boards  in  the  attic,  reminding  folks  of  days  and  generations  long  past. 

Due  to  the  high  elevation  at  this  site, 
several  parcels  of  land  have  been  sold 
to  accommodate  cable  television  and 
communication  towers.  The  Barakians 
are  actively  involved  in  the  affairs  of 
Rutland  and  serve  on  elected  and 
appointed  boards. 


Present  owners: 

Richard  W.  and  Janet  A.  Barakian 
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This  house  is  a one  and  one-half  story  Cape  with  a paneled  door  and  pilasters  on  the  center  entrance. 
A plaque  on  the  house  says  “1832,”  but  research  indicates  the  present  house  was  built  in  “1825.”  The 
gable  roof  has  two  dormers  on  both  the  front  and  back.  An  attached  ell  and  sun  porch  are  located  on 
the  left  side. 


Silas  Bent 

Colonel  Silas  Bent,  with  his  wife,  Mary,  came  to  Rutland  in  1767,  purchasing  land  granted  to  Hon. 
Thomas  Fitch,  esq.  in  the  northeast  quadrant  of  the  town.  He  built  a farm  and  remained  there  until 
1790  when  he  sold  his  Rutland  holdings  and  ventured  off  with  his  wife  and  children  to  Ohio.  They  left 
in  one  of  the  three  ox-wagons,  accompanying  General  Rufus  Putnam  and  his  party  of  twenty-six  to 
found  Marietta,  Ohio.  The  trip  took  six  weeks  and  they  arrived  in  Marietta,  Ohio  in  November,  1790. 

loel  Holden 

Joel  (sometimes  referred  to  as  Joseph  Holden)  was  from  Princeton,  MA.  and  purchased  this  farm  with 
83  acres  from  Silas  Bent  on  April  1,  1790.  In  1791,  Joel  married  Fidelia  Mirick  of  Princeton  and  they 
raised  their  family  here,  increasing  their  holdings  over  the  years  to  245  acres.  According  to  information 
in  Picturesque  Rutland  (published  in  1904  by  the  Rutland  Fire  Department),  the  present  house  was  built 
in  1825  by  Jonas  Brooks  of  Princeton  for  Joel  Holden.  In  1856,  the  children  of  Joel  Holden  sold  245 
acres  and  buildings  to  Charles  Whitaker  and  included  in  the  deed  was  the  understanding  “that  Mrs. 
Fidelia  Holden,  widow  of  Joel  Holden,  is  to  have  sufficient  room  and  conveniences  for  her  support 
during  her  life  upon  the  described  premises  and  wood  sufficient  for  one  fire  to  be  furnished  by  said 
Whitaker  free.” 

lames  S.M,  Davis  and  Heald  Families 

In  1857,  the  farm  was  purchased  by  James  Davis  and  remained  in  the  possession  of  his  heirs  until  sold  to 
the  present  owners  in  1984.  When  T.  Sibley  Heald  of  Hubbardston  married  Ada  M.  Davis,  daughter 
of  James  Davis,  they  came  to  live  on  the  farm  owned  by  her  father.  His  obituary,  in  1921,  gives  the 
following  information  about  him: 

“He  was  a conductor  on  the  Boston, 

Barre  and  Gardner  Railroad  for  ten 
years,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  a 
staunch  Democrat  of  the  old  school 
and  a Mason.”  In  his  later  years,  he 
made  his  home  in  the  winter  months 
with  his  son,  Arthur,  in  Waterville, 

Maine.  He  and  his  son’s  family 
would  summer  at  the  home  in 
Rutland  occupied  by  his  daughter, 

Mabel  Heald. 
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In  1953,  the  property  was  conveyed  to  Caroline  Heald  Wallace,  daughter  of  Arthur  Heald.  In  1975,  she 
conveyed  16  acres  and  the  house  to  her  grandson,  Robert  E.  Harris,  Jr.  When  he  sold  the  property  in 
1984,  the  property  consisted  of  8.15  acres. 


The  present  owners  plan,  in  the  future, 
to  remodel  the  house  in  keeping  with  its 
past  history. 


Present  owners: 

Mark  S.  and  Kathleen  B.  O’Connor 
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School  Land 

In  the  early  days  of  Rutland,  the  General  Court  and  Grand  Proprietors  made  provisions  for  schools  for 
the  settlers’  children.  One  sixty-third  part  of  the  six  mile  square  settlement  was  set  off  for  schooling  in 
various  parts  of  the  Town  and  the  land  was  called  Lot  No.  63.  The  Town  voted  in  1744  to  sell  these  lands 
and  a portion  of  them,  a 103  acre  farm,  was  sold  to  John  and  James  Walker.  The  land  abutted  the 
Princeton  town  line  and  what  was  called  the  Ministry  Lot.  Since  it  was  referred  to  as  a farm,  it  may  be 
concluded  that  a dwelling  already  existed  when  it  was  purchased  from  the  Town.  A roof  board  near  the 
chimney  is  carved  with  the  date  1738  and  could  very  well  represent  the  date  when  the  structure  was  built. 

Hiding  Place  near  Chimney 

This  house,  a timber  framed  Cape,  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  oldest  homes  still  being  occupied  in 
Rutland.  The  rectangular  building  has  a clapboard  exterior,  a central  chimney  and  pitched  roof.  The 
two  windows  with  six  over  nine  panes  and  center  door  are  typical  of  buildings  erected  in  the  early  18th 
century.  Near  the  chimney  is  a small  cubbyhole  which  legend,  passed  down  from  former  owners, 
indicates  was  a compartment  used  by  the  early  settlers  in  which  to  hide  the  children  from  the  Indians. 
Other  features  which  are  reminders  of  days  long  past  are  the  wide  boards  on  the  walls  in  the  main  part 
of  the  house  and  the  boards  on  the  living  room  floors  which  are  28  1/2  inches  wide.  Also,  a very  old 
door  (probably  original)  leads  to  what  is  now  the  kitchen,  but  was  originally  a wood  shed  or  milk  room. 

Briant  Farm 

By  1750,  James  Walker  sold  72  acres  and  the  farm  to  John  Briant.  John,  soon  after,  married  Esther 
Stone,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mindwell  Stone  and  a granddaughter  of  Deacon  Joseph  Stevens,  an 
historic  figure  of  note  in  Rutland’s  earliest  times. 

According  to  Reed’s  history,  “six  generations  of  Briants  lived  in  Rutland,”  and  some  of  their  descendants 
still  live  in  a nearby  town,  spelling  their  name  Bryant.  In  1884,  William  E.  Bryant  sold  this  home  with 
103  acres  to  William  and  Clara  Hammond.  The  Hammonds  lived  there  until  1909,  when  they  moved 
to  another  farm  in  Rutland. 


The  Buck  Family 

Six  owners  later,  the  property  was  sold  to 
George  and  Minnie  Buck.  The  Bucks  had 
moved  here  in  1944  and  they  purchased 
the  property  and  33  acres  of  land  in  1948 
from  G.  Pauline  Stowe.  The  Buck  family 
have  enjoyed  the  property  for  more  than 
50  years.  One  of  the  former  owners  indicated 
the  location  of  a well  in  the  cellar  used  by 
various  occupants  over  the  years,  but 
which  is  now  sealed  over. 
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George  and  Minnie  s children,  the  Mortons 
and  the  Bucks  and  their  grandchildren 
enjoy  the  old  home  with  its  evident 
reminders  of  its  more  than  250-year  history. 

A family-owned  antique  shop  and  dried 
flower  arranging  are  businesses  that  are 
carried  on  in  the  very  old  barn  next  to  the 
dwelling. 


Present  owner:  Estate  of  George  E.  Buck 
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GLOSSARY 

Bay  WINDOW:  a window  or  series  of  windows  forming  a bay  or  recess  in  a room  and  projecting  outward 
from  the  wall. 

BORNING  ROOM:  a room  in  a colonial  period  house  where  babies  were  bom. 

Cap:  a trim  over  a window. 

COOPERAGE:  the  place  where  the  making  of  casks,  barrels,  tubs,  etc.  formed  of  staves  and  hoops  is  carried  on. 
CORN  STONE:  a stone  with  a hollowed  out  top  used  by  Indians  to  grind  corn. 

CORNICE:  the  projecting  ornamental  moulding  along  the  top  of  a building,  wall,  arch,  etc.,  finishing  or 
crowning  it. 

CURRYING:  to  dress  tanned  hides  by  soaking,  scraping,  beating,  coloring,  etc. 

Dentil:  one  of  a series  of  small,  projecting  rectangular  blocks  forming  a molding,  especially  under  a 
cornice. 

DORIC  COLUMNS:  classic  Greek  style,  characterized  by  heavy,  fluted  columns  with  no  base  and  plain 
saucer-shaped  moldings  on  the  top. 

Dormer:  roofed  structure  placed  vertically  on  a sloping  roof,  containing  a window. 

Ell:  a single  story  wing  added  to  the  main  house. 

ENTABLATURE : the  horizontal  upper  section  of  a wall  that  is  usually  supported  on  columns  or  pilasters. 

FEDERAL  STYLE:  a chronological,  rather  than  stylistic,  term  for  architecture  which  appeared  between 
the  years  1 780  and  1830.  Following  the  Revolutionary  War,  the  United  States  emerged  as  a new  nation, 
and  the  Federalist  Party  was  formed.  This  style  was  seen  as  an  expression  of  a new,  independent  nation. 

FlELDPIECE:  a military  term  for  guns,  etc.  mobile  enough  to  accompany  troops  in  the  field. 

FlNlAL:  a formal  ornament  at  the  top  of  a canopy,  gable,  etc.,  usually  a detached  fleur-de-lis  form. 

Gable:  the  vertical,  triangular  end  of  a building  from  comice  or  eaves  to  ridge:  the  end  wall  of  a building. 

GEORGIAN:  a style  usually  thought  of  as  “Colonial”,  popular  from  about  1720  to  1780.  It  was  named 
after  the  three  Kings  named  George  who  ruled  England  and  the  American  colonies.  The  houses  are 
symmetrical. 

GINGERBREAD  trim:  also  known  as  bargeboards  or  vergeboards;  a decorative  board  attached  to  a 
projecting  portion  of  a gable  roof. 

GOTHIC  Revival:  designs  taken  from  medieval  castles  and  cathedrals  which  flourished  in  America 
from  about  1835  to  1875,  in  the  early  Victorian  period,  named  after  Queen  Victoria. 

Greek  Revival:  style  derived  from  the  classical  architecture  of  Greece  popular  from  1820  to  1840. 

HESSIAN:  German  mercenary  soldier  hired  by  England  during  the  American  Revolutionary  War. 

KEYSTONE:  the  wedge-shaped  pieces  at  the  crown  of  an  arch  that  lock  other  pieces  in  place. 

MODILLIAN:  a small,  ornamental  block  or  bracket  of  which  a series  is  used  to  support  the  upper  member 
of  a Corinthian  cornice. 

PALLADIAN  WINDOW:  an  archway  or  window  with  three  openings,  the  central  one  arched  and  wider 
than  the  others. 

PEDIMENT:  a triangular  space  forming  the  gable  above  doors,  windows,  porticos,  etc. 

PILASTER:  the  projecting  part  of  a square  column  which  is  attached  to  the  wall,  finished  with  the  same 
cap  and  base  as  a free-standing  column. 
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PORTICO:  a roofed  space,  open  or  partly  enclosed,  forming  the  entrance  of  a building,  often  with 
attached  or  detached  columns. 

PROPRIETOR:  the  owner  of  land  on  which  the  Town  of  Rutland  was  to  be  settled.  The  land  was  granted 
by  the  Crown  to  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  then  to  companies  or  Proprietors. 

RUBBLE:  rough,  unhewn  building  stones. 

SIDELIGHTS:  windows  at  the  side  of  a door  or  another  window. 

Symmetrical:  term  characterizing  a well  proportioned  regular  form  or  arrangement  of  corresponding 
parts. 

TANNERY  OR  Tan  House:  a place  where  tanning  or  the  conversion  of  hide  into  leather  takes  place. 
TANNER’S  YARD:  outdoor  area  of  a tannery  where  the  hides  are  hung  to  dry. 

TRANSOM:  a horizontal  crossbar  in  a window,  over  a door,  or  between  a door  and  a window  or  fanlight 
above  it. 

VergeboardS:  See  gingerbread  trim. 

WAINSCOTING:  the  timber  lining  to  walls;  the  lower  portion  of  a wall  surfaced  in  a different  manner  or 
material  from  the  upper  portion. 

WlNG:  a part  of  a building  projecting  on  one  side  of  a central  or  main  part. 
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Huntley,  Eliza  Ann  84 

I 

Irish,  Helene  E.  40/41 
Irish,  Wayne  A.  41 

J 

Jasionis,  Margaret  62 
Jeffries,  John  64 
Joki,  Helen  89 
Joki,  Hilkka  (Hagman)  89 
Joki,  Miriam  89 
Joki,  Olavi  89 
Joki,  Ritva  89 
Joki,  William  89 
Jones,  Mary  Bartlett  42 
Jordan,  Brian  81 
Jordan,  Howard  81 
Jordan,  Louise  E.  81 
Jordan,  Randy  81 
Jordan,  Sumner  81 
Jordan,  Wayne  R.  81 
Judkins,  Alan  I.  28 
Judkins,  Charlotte  E.  27/28 
Judkins,  Harold  I.,  Jr.  27/28 

K 

Kennedy,  J.M.  Company  24 
Ketonens,  The  82 
Keyes,  Lucy  55 
King,  Ebenezer  25/35/37 
King,  Horace  7 
King,  Horace,  Jr.  7 


104 


King,  Ida  59 

King,  Joseph,  Lt.  25/29/35/40 

King,  Mary  7/35 

King,  Mary  (Wedge)  77 

King,  Persis  7 

King,  Samuel  7/49 

King,  Samuel  T.  17 

Knight,  Clifford  8 

Korpi,  Arvo  42 

Korpi,  Heleena  59 

Korpi,  Jacob  59 

Korpi,  Linnea  (Taipale)  42 

Kytola,  Reino  41 

L 

LaCanfora,  Francis  R.  83 
LaCanfora,  Irene  A.  83 
Laitila,  Hilda  53/54 
Lange,  Lisa  7 1 
Lawrence,  Emory  42 
Leger,  James  M.  34 
Leger,  Janet  34 
Lenard  (Leonard),  Moses  57 
Lindblad,  Ann  M.  87/88 
Lindblad,  Peter  87/88 
Linnane,  John  22 
Lockard,  Margaret  84 
Love,  Lois  84 
Love,  Robert  84/85 
Ludden,  David  6 
Ludden,  Gloria  6 

M 

Mann's  farm  50 
Marden,  Arlene  43 
Marden,  George  43 
Marsh,  Charles  1 7/80 
Martin,  Donald  69 
Martin,  Elisabeth  69 
Mason,  Abigail  32 
Mason,  Clarence  44 
Mason,  Joseph  32 
Mason,  Sadie  44 
Matson,  Emma  53 
Mattson,  Eino  53 
Mattson,  Lillian  53 
Mattson,  Matti  53/54 
Mattson,  Thomas  4 1 
Mattson,  Uno  (Thomas)  53 
Mattson,  Walter  53 
Maynard,  Dorothy  79 
Maynard,  Elizabeth  (Beth)  79 


Maynard,  Ellen  79 

Maynard,  Ervin  L.  79 

Maynard,  Everett  79 

Maynard,  Helen  79 

Maynard,  Mildred  79 

McCarter,  William  23 

McFarland,  James  Dr.  19 

Mead,  Benjamin  10 

Mead,  Catherine  Augusta  7 

Mead,  Edwin  D.  10 

Mead,  Elias  10 

Mead,  Elizabeth  10 

Mead,  Sarah  10 

Mead,  William  10 

Melvin,  David,  Lt.  76 

Metcalf,  Hannah  87 

Metcalf,  Michael  49 

Metcalf,  Reuben  87 

Metcalf,  Sarah  87 

Metcalf,  Timothy  Lieut.  87 

Metcalf,  Timothy,  Jr.  87 

Miles,  Adin  87 

Miles,  Ebenezer  21 

Miles,  Ebenezer  Hubbard  21/27 

Miles,  George  35 

Miles,  Joseph  27/87 

Miles,  Joseph,  Jr.  75 

Miles,  Mary  57 

Miles,  Molly  Hubbard  21 

Miles,  Parnell  87 

Miles,  Rufus  B.  27 

Miner,  Forrest  43 

Miner,  Jeffrey  F.  43 

Miner,  Miriam  43 

Miner,  Wendy  43 

Mirick,  Fidelia  94 

Mixter  family  41 

Moore,  Enoch  13 

Moore,  Ethel  (Wheeler)  13 

Moore,  Horatio  55 

Moore,  Jonathan  55 

Moore,  Lucy  51/53 

Moore,  Mary  51/53 

Moore,  Peter  51/53 

Morrill,  Walter  F.  71 

Morton  family  97 

Moulton,  Menzies  68 

Munro,  Benjamin  66 

Munro,  Nathaniel  66 

Munro,  Timothy  66 

Munroe,  Catee  64 


Munroe,  Charles  29 
Munroe,  James  29/32 
Munroe,  Persis  29 
Munroe,  Sarah  J.  30 
Murphy,  "Terry"  30 
Murphy,  Esther  Smith  30 
Murray,  Alexander  9 
Murray,  Catherine  52 
Murray,  Daniel  9 
Murray,  Isabel  9 
Murray,  John  4/7/9/13/19/23 
Muzzy,  Catherine  Bemis  30 
Muzzy,  Edmund  30 
Muzzy,  Sardine  Capt.  30 

N 

Newell,  Emma  77 
Newton,  Peter  63 
Niemi,  Alexander  12 
Niemi,  Hanna  12 
Nowak,  Patricia  M.  45 
Nowak,  Stephen  G.  45 
Nurse,  Zerviah  71 

O 

O'Brien,  Robert  79 
O'Connor,  Kathleen  B.  95 
O'Connor,  Mark  S.  95 
O'Malley,  Mary -Joy  K.  12 
O'Malley,  David  M.  12 
Oliver,  Chester,  Sr.  35/36 
Oliver,  Grace  (Welch)  36 


Parker,  Emery  40 

Parquette  Madeline  (Farmer)  52 

Parquette,  Archer  52 

Parquette,  Archibald  52 

Patrick,  Robert  23 

Patrick,  William  23 

Peabody,  Elsie  Hester  73 

Peters,  Robin  3 

Phelps,  George  46 

Phelps,  John  59 

Phillips,  Barbara  38 

Pierce,  Brigham  34 

Potter,  Burton  W.  10 

Poupeville  family  64 

Prescott,  Lloyd  "Pinky"  41 

Prescott,  Sylvestor  40/41 

Prouty,  Mary  25 

Prouty,  Schuyler  25 
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Putkisto  family  15 
Putnam,  George  19/20 
Putnam,  Philena  20 
Putnam,  Rufus  9/10/94 


Quigley,  Ann  55 


Read,  Jason,  Jr.  71 

Read,  Jason,  Sr.  71 

Read,  John  87 

Read,  Joseph  78 

Read,  Nathaniel  78 

Read,  Thomas  64/66/75/78 

Redfield,  Addison  E.  91 

Redfield,  Eleanor  91 

Redfield,  Ernest  91 

Redfield,  Virginia  91 

Reed,  Daniel  2 1 

Reed,  Jonas  78 

Reed,  Josiah  17 

Reid  family  63 

Rice,  Betsy  78 

Rice,  Edward  Capt.  92 

Rice,  George  52 

Rice,  John  89/92 

Rice,  John  III  92 

Rice,  John  Jr.  92 

Rice,  Patty  89 

Rice,  Rachel  92 

Rice,  Sarah  92 

Rich,  George  59 

Rich,  Grace  59 

Rich,  Martha  59 

Richardson,  Barbara  67 

Robbins,  Edward  Dr.  46 

Robinson,  Charlotte  2 

Robinson,  Henry  2 

Robinson.  Luke  48 

Rogers,  Cyrus  30/32 

Rood,  Ellen  (Miles)  21 

Rotti,  Geno  50 

Rotti,  Mary  50 

Ruggles,  Timothy  Capt.  2 

Ruggles,  Timothy,  Jr.  2 

Ruggles,  Waitsill  2 

S 

Safford,  Charles,  Dr.  29 
Salonis,  Carol  87 
Salonis,  Roger  87 


Sanders,  Daniel  80 

Sanders,  Daniel,  Jr.  80 

Sanders,  Roxy  80 

Sanders,  Sara  (Bartlett)  80 

Sanderson,  Eldora  32 

Sargent,  Rebecca  49 

Savage,  Eunice  75 

Scales,  Albert  F.,  Jr.  32 

Scales,  Phyllis  M.  32 

Schultz,  Richard  E.  50 

Scott,  Ebenezer  Woodbum  27 

Searae  Corp.  22 

Searles,  Gertrude  6 

Senecal,  Ellen  T.  29 

Senecal,  William  S.  29 

Sewall,  Samuel  Judge  66 

Sewell,  Jonathan  45 

Shannon,  James  Dr.  29 

Sharpe,  George  59 

Sheridan,  Edward  5 

Shipman,  Beverly  87 

Shipman,  Thomas  87 

Sibley,  Stephen  10 

Skinner  family  63 

Smith,  Charles  S.  15 

Smith,  Daniel  61 

Smith,  Dennis  27/30 

Smith,  Elizabeth  "Bessie"  30 

Smith,  George  84 

Smith,  Grace  27 

Smith,  Hannah  68 

Smith,  James  84 

Smith,  James,  Jr.  84 

Smith,  Jonas  2/7 

Smith,  Lawrence  E.  27/30 

Smith,  Leonard  61 

Smith,  Lockert  84 

Smith,  Lydia  27/30/92 

Smith,  Margaret  84 

Smith,  Martha  E.  (Mattie)  83/84 

Smith,  Mary  68 

Smith,  Moses  82 

Smith,  Moses  Baxter  84 

Smith,  Moses  Myron  83/84 

Smith,  Sylvestor  73 

Smith,  William  33/73 

Smith,  Zechariah  7 

Snow,  Hope  20 

Snow,  Margaret  20 

Snow,  Robert  20 

Soucy,  Henry,  Jr.  13 


Soucy,  Marjorie  (Sue)  13 

Spooner,  Charles  27/48 

Steams,  Benjamin  37 

Steams,  Levi  H.  44 

Stevens,  Christian  54 

Stevens,  Dawn  54 

Stevens,  Isaac  14 

Stevens,  Jacob  19 

Stevens,  Joseph  13/14/29/59/96 

Stidsen,  Brian  E.  26 

Stidsen,  Paula  J.  26 

Stoddard,  Elijah  B.  10 

Stone,  Abigail  75 

Stone,  Benjamin  Franklin  23 

Stone,  Elijah  75 

Stone,  Elizabeth  76 

Stone,  Esther  96 

Stone,  Hannah  46 

Stone,  Isaac  23/91 

Stone,  Jeanette  66 

Stone,  Jeduthan  91 

Stone,  Jonas  46/71/91 

Stone,  Mary  91 

Stone,  M indwell  96 

Stone,  Nancy  91 

Stone,  Nathan  91 

Stone,  Samuel  75/96 

Stone,  Samuel  Capt.  91 

Stone,  Samuel,  Jr.  91 

Stone,  Sewell  46 

Stone,  Simeon  33/37/46 

Stone,  Stillman  66 

Stone,  Willard  68/91 

Story,  Isaac  19 

Stowe,  G.  Pauline  96 

Stratton,  Alpheus  55 

Stratton,  Samuel  55 

Stratton,  Samuel,  Jr.  55 

Stratton,  Samuel,  Sr.  80 

Stratton,  Sarah  55 

Strong  family  64 

Sumner,  Elisha  49 

Sumner,  Nancy  49 

Symonds,  Joseph  64 

T 

Taipale,  Eino  42 
Taipale,  Emil  42 
Taipale,  Kristiina  (Minnie)  42 
Taipale,  Marjorie  42 
Taipale,  Miilo  42 
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Takala,  Barbara  59 
Takala,  Gertrude  B.  59 
Takala,  John  59 
Takala,  Ralph  59 
Taylor,  Grace  Wheeler  77 
Taylor,  Linda  M.  77 
Taylor,  N.  James  77 
Taylor,  Rebecca  Marie  77 
Taylor,  Robert  L.  75 
Taylor,  Sarah  Elizabeth  77 
Temple,  Abraham  75 
Temple,  Joel  75 
Temple,  Madeline  75 
Temple,  Ralph  75 
Temple,  Ruth  17/18 
Temple,  William  17/18 
Temple,  William  C.  75 
Thayer,  Frank  32 
Thayer,  John  62 
Thayer,  Rockwood  61/62 
Thurston,  D.S.  24 
Thurston,  Margery  92 
Thurston,  Paul  61 
Thurston,  Stuart  92/93 
Tremblay,  John  A.  70 
Tremblay,  Sandra  G.  70 
Tripp,  Ann  K.  79 
Tripp,  Benjamin,  Dr.  29 
Tripp,  Elizabeth  79 
Tripp,  Mark  W.  79 
Tripp,  Samuel  79 
Trustees  of  Reservations  38 
Turcotte,  David  T.  71/72 
Turcotte,  Lynn  71/72 

U 

Upham,  Charles  H.  66 
Upham,  Jeanette  67 
Upham,  Lillian  67 
Upham,  Mary  (Sprague)  66 
Upham,  Mercie  66 
Upham,  Oliver  66 
Upham,  Weston  R.  (Ray)  66 

V 

Vaidya,  Sheila  67 
van  Leeuwen  family  85 
Vander  Pyl,  Walter  67 
Viner,  Edward  34 
Viner,  Mary  34 


w 

Wales,  Albert  8 

Wales,  Ivory  49 

Wales,  Warren  50 

Walker,  James  96 

Walker,  Jemima  64 

Walker,  John  96 

Walker,  Phinehas  Capt.  64 

Walker,  William  Sr.  63 

Wallace,  Caroline  Heald  95 

Walz,  Robert,  Jr.  3 

Warren,  Frederick  S.  89/90 

Warren,  Shirley  J.  89/90 

Warrington,  Chris  J.  11 

Warrington,  Marcia  R.  1 1 

Warshauer,  Henrietta  45 

Watson,  Helen  80/81 

Watson,  John  33/37 

Watson,  Sally  84 

Watson,  Samuel  Smith  32/33/37 

Watson,  Thankfull  33 

Weaver,  Genevieve  92 

Weaver,  Roy  92 

Webber,  Eldred  17 

Webber,  John  17 

Webber,  Mary  17 

Webber,  Peter  17 

Weinstein,  Milton  10 

Weinstein,  Shirley  10 

Welch,  Anna  55 

Welch,  Bernard  55 

Welch,  Grace  55 

Welch,  Helen  55/56 

Welch,  John  55 

Welch,  Margaret  55 

Welch,  Marian  55 

Welch,  MaryAnn  55 

Welch,  Thomas  55/56 

Welch,  William  55 

Wesson,  Chloe  (Potter)  45 

Wesson,  Cyrus  45 

Wesson,  James  45 

Westfall,  Eleanor  Upham  67 

Wheeler  Rollin  Merrill  77 

Wheeler,  Abraham  63/64/73 

Wheeler,  Adam,  Capt.  87 

Wheeler,  Caleb  46 

Wheeler,  Calvin  64 

Wheeler,  Clifford  66 

Wheeler,  Daniel  Read  77 


Wheeler,  Edna  13 

Wheeler,  Eli  76/77 

Wheeler,  Ethel  (Moore)  13 

Wheeler,  Experience  (Metcalfe)  76 

Wheeler,  Grace  Elizabeth  77 

Wheeler,  H.  Edward  12/13 

Wheeler,  Isaac  64 

Wheeler,  Isaac  (1698)  76 

Wheeler,  Isaac  (1735)  76 

Wheeler,  Jemima  64 

Wheeler,  Jonathan  76 

Wheeler,  Lucinda  64/66 

Wheeler,  Luther  64/73 

Wheeler,  Mary  Wedge  77 

Wheeler,  Merrill  Halladay  77 

Wheeler,  Paul  64 

Wheeler,  Phyllis  13 

Wheeler,  Rollin  Merrill  77 

Wheeler,  Rowland  64 

Wheeler,  Sarah  (Lawrence)  64/73/76 

Wheeler,  Susan  Halladay  77 

Wheeler,  Walter  Adams  77 

Whitaker,  Charles  94 

Whitcher,  Keith  44 

Whitcher,  Susan  M.  44 

White,  Moses  19/20 

White,  Susan  (Halladay)  77 

Wilkinson,  Amy  E.  5 

Wilkinson,  Cynthia  H.  5 

Willard,  Benjamin  4/61 

Willey,  Everett  43 

Willey,  June  43 

Willis  family  70 

Wilson,  Charles  W.  6 

Wilson,  Denise  6 

Winslow,  Charles  80 

Winslow,  Janet  80 

Wood,  Joseph  89 

Wood,  Thomas  89 

Woodbury,  John  32 

Wright,  Cyprian  9 

Wright,  Samuel  23/61 

¥ 

Yonker,  Helen  55/56 
Yonker,  John  55/56 
Yonker,  Kathleen  56 

Z 

Zoppo,  Bob  24 
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